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Abstract

This study aims to explore the implications of iltifat "reference switching™ in the variant
widely-transmitted readings of the Qur’an. It involves a comprehensive investigation of
the instances where reference switching occurs in the different readings of the Qur’an,
followed by the application of critical thinking and examination of exegesis books to
uncover the implications of these reference switching in terms of rhetorical, social,

doctrinal, and propagational aspects.

The study adopts an inductive approach, which involves a complete induction of the
positions where variations in readings and instances of reference switching appear in the
widely-transmitted readings of the Qur’an. It also employs both descriptive and
analytical approaches to describe the diversity in the readings, and then uncover the
implications of these reference switching. The significance of this study lies in its focus
on the iltifar in the Qur’an, which is a prevalent style in the Qur’anic text and is
characterized by the multitude of variations among the readers. Therefore, it is
necessary to elucidate the impact and implications of the reference switching in the

readings.

In its first chapter, the study presented all the verses in which reference switching exists
in the widely-transmitted readings of the Qur’an. These verses were categorized based
on the type of reference switching present, with a mention of the implications of each
instance without providing detailed explanations. In the second chapter, the study
provided a selection of examples showcasing the rhetorical implications that emerged as
a result of the induction conducted in the first chapter. The third and final chapter

focused on the social, doctrinal, and propagational implications of reference switching.



The number of reference switching occurrences in the widely-transmitted readings of
the Qur’an is 184, distributed among the six types of reference switching. The
implications of reference switching in the widely-transmitted readings of the Qur’an
varied across rhetorical, social, doctrinal, and propagational aspects, with a predominant
focus on rhetorical implications. These implications encompassed profound and

beautiful meanings.

Keywords: iltifat (Reference switching) in the Qur’an, Qur’anic readings, Qurra’

(readers), Mutawatir (widely-transmitted).



