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Abstract

Women participation in economic life and in work market is considered to
be one of the most important indicators of a community economic and
development improvement. And this thesis explains to which extent women
participate in work market in West Bank.

The thesis aims to introduce the extent to which women, who fall into work
age(15 years and above), participate in work market. It also aims to identify
the effect of some demographic, social and economic factors such as age,
marital status, education, training, refuge, economic activity, job, wage,
work hours, ... etc on the range of women economic participation in work
market in West Bank.

The thesis uses the yearly survey of workers carried out in 2015. This survey
is done by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in Palestine, led by a
technical team in the bureau, and sponsored by both the Palestinian country
and the main funding group of the bureau represented by the Norwich
representative office in Palestine, and by the Swiss agency for development
and cooperation SDC.

The researcher uses the descriptive method to analyze the performance of
women’s participation in the economic life in West Bank, and to describe

the general characteristics such as women participation in production and
B



work market and the amount of this participation- the number women
workers, marital status, education, economic activity, job and wage. The
researcher uses data from the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, and
she also uses the analytical method to study the effect of demographic, social
and economic factors on women participation in work market using data
from the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics.

The researcher arrives at these conclusions. First, there is a big and clear gap
between males and females in the extent they participate in working forces
as males exceeds females. Second, the study shows that working women in
West Bank are affected by the demographic, social and economic factors as
their participation rises for women in aged between 35- 39 and clearly falls
for women above 45. The study also shows that there is an accelerating
relationship between working women and education. Women having their
baccalaureate or higher certificates participate more than women with lower
educational levels focusing of working in services sector.

The researcher recommends raising the community awareness of the
importance of women work considering it as a development right rather than
a need. The study also focuses on the role women play and on their active
participation in work market as a basis for development plans success.
Moreover, it recommends enforcing the coordination between societies
concerning work market and educational societies so that positive balance is
created. Universities role in marketing its graduates locally, regionally and
internationally should be activated through providing training and making
employment contracts in this field as well.
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