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Abstract

This study addressed the issue of Israeli control over surface water resources located in
the West Bank. The research was divided into two chapters: the first chapter discussed
the importance of water and its role as a central factor in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
while the second chapter focused more specifically on the legal framework governing
water-related issues and the ongoing attempts to find lasting solutions between the two
parties.

The significance of this study lies in its analysis of policies and legal frameworks to
understand how Israeli measures affect access to surface water. It also aims to raise
awareness and promote public engagement by highlighting water-related issues, with the
goal of encouraging both local and international efforts to safeguard these resources. One
of the main questions posed by the thesis is how these policies have influenced the
relationship between Israelis and Palestinians and the dynamics of the conflict in the

region.

The study employed the descriptive-analytical methodology. The descriptive method
was used to illustrate the nature and condition of surface water resources in the occupied
Palestinian territories and their subjection to Israeli control. The analytical method was
used to examine international agreements and legal texts that address and regulate the

issue.

The study reached several key conclusions, most notably that Israeli control over
Palestinian water resources is a deliberate political strategy aimed at strengthening Israeli
influence and consolidating its presence in the region. It also highlighted that, despite its
intent to provide a framework for resolving water issues, the Oslo Accords
institutionalized inequality in the allocation of water between Palestinians and Israelis in

favor of the occupation.



The thesis recommended activating international efforts and calling upon the
international community and relevant organizations to pressure Israel to respect

Palestinian water rights in accordance with international law and applicable treaties.

Keywords: Palestinian-Israeli water conflict, water justice, water security, Oslo
Accords, Paris Economic Protocol.



