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Abstract

This study sought to find out the levels of challenges facing graduate married working
women as perceived by the women students themselves. It also sought to find out if the
variables of years of experience, number of children, university, place of living and

work sector had an impact on levels of their challenges.

The study population comprised of all graduate married working students (No.=1,903)
in the graduate school programs at An-Najah National University and Birzeit
University. The participants of the study, randomly chosen, were 241 married working
students at both universties. To achieve the study objectives, the researcher used the
descriptive analytical approaches. She developed and administered a 58-item
questionnaire to the participants. After data analysis, it was found that there were
differences of statistical significance at o = 0.05 between the mean scores of
professional challenges facing the graduate married working students in both An-Najah
and Birzeit universities which could be attributed to years of experience variable: those
who had less than five years of experience, 5-10 years of experience and more than ten
years of experience. The differences were in favor of those who had less than five years
of experience. However, no statistically significant differences at o = 0.05 were found
between the mean scores facing these students which could be due to the variables of
number of children, place of work and business sector. There were, however,
differences of statistical significance at a = 0.05 between the mean scores of personal
(psychological) challenges facing these graduate students. These differences could be
attributed to the university variable. The differences were in favor of Birziet University.
Finally, there were also differences of statistical significance in challenges pertinent to

scientific research in favor of An-National National University.
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