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Abstract

As the title indicates, this study has researched into the image
of Jerusalem in the Palestinian novels written post-1967. To that end, the
researcher has examined more than thirty novels of Palestinian writers
from Jerusalem and other Palestinian towns. Some of these writers
were/are living in exile while others were/are living in their homeland.
The reason for selection of these novels was due to the highlighting of
Jerusalem in them. The researcher has examined and analyzed the

content of references to Jerusalem in the form of signs, and symbols.

In addition to the preface, this study falls into four chapters. In the
introduction, the researcher presented a brief overview of the importance
of the signified and signifier in rhetorical and critical studies. She also
touched on the relationship of this signification with the literary work.
She then moved to trace the stages of the development of the Palestinian
novel especially after 1967. The introduction concluded with the
findings of previous studies, the study methodology, its content and the

rationale behind choice of the topic.

Chapter two was devoted to a theoretical description/definition of

the signified and the signifier in terms of concept and usage. The study



has been built on the spatial and temporal signifiers as well as other novel
elements and symbols they carry. The researcher established a link
between the signified and the signifier at the critical and rhetorical levels
on one hand and illustrated the relationship of the signification with the
literary work, on the other hand. The researcher also highlighted the
historical development of the Palestinian novel, then and now, due to the
long period tackled in the study: 1967-present. She in addition addressed
the Palestinian narrative scene through a cursory look at the novels in
which there was a direct in-text reference to Jerusalem. Of these
novels, some were authored by Jerusalemites and non-Jerusalemites living

in other Palestinian towns or living in exile.

Chapter three held an analytical description of the narrative scene
through a spatial and temporal study of the signifier and all pertinent
significations, starting with identification of some concepts and terms
pertinent to time and place. In this context, the researcher examined their
images in the Palestinian novel in general. Then she moved to the
particular:  spatial and temporal presence of Jerusalem and their
significance in the novels of the Jerusalemite and non-Jerusalemite writers.
The researcher also held a comparison between the novels of Jerusalemite
and non-Jerusalemite writers concerning the spatial and temporal
presence of Jerusalem. She concluded the chapter with a look at the

signifier characters and their relationship with Jerusalem.



Chapter four addressed the symbolic horizons of the linguistic
signifiers after defining the meaning of symbol in language and usage.
The researcher revealed the versions of symbol and its sources in
literature. She surveyed the presence of symbols in the Palestinian novel,
and the significations of these symbols in the novels. She also touched
on the religious, political, historical and cultural symbols and their

association with the holy city as revealed in the novels.

Chapter five offered most important findings of the study and
included a list of sources, primary and secondary, as well as appendices for

the novels and their dates of publication.



