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ABSTRACT

Study on Leadership Behavior of Eighth Grade Students attending
UNRWA schools in the Ramallah area.

The subject of leadership 'and leadership training is considered to be an important
new area, receiving much attention from educators. Due to the topics' importance,
that our leader's are the ones capable of directing the work of groups in accordance
with the fundamental principles involved. If we want to enhance our group work then
effective leadership methods must be thoroughly looked at.

This study focused on discovering those students who possess leadership potential
(behavior) traits, by conducting, measuring, and implementing a leadership behavior
test on them. In this study the researcher aimed at testing the level of leadership
behavior traits measured against varying variables (e.g., sex, place of residence,
where the subject lies in the family structure, father's level of education, mothers'
level of education).

© The study sampled 255 students; of which 112 were male and 143 were females.
- The sample group randomly selected from a total of four UNRWA schools in the
- Ramallah area. Two of the schools were situated in Refugee camps while the
‘remaining two were located in the town of Ramallah. The selected random sample
represents 30% of total numbers of eighth grade students in the four schools.

This leadership behavioral study used the Standard Leadership Behavior Traits
designed by Dr. Nariman Rifai. Adjustments made to certain sections of the
methodology tool were conducted to meet the Palestinian environment, thatis to
reduce cultural bias. The standard measurement composed of 32 positions or traits,
signifying a particular leadership behavior. The questionnaire once collected,
statistically analyzed, then the assumptions were looked at respectively, using the
following.

"._1- The first analyzed assumption used the t-test, with only two variables
present.

2- The third, fourth and fifth assumptions using ANOVA, with more than two
. variables

The results indicated that there are similarities between the appearances of the
various leadership behaviors. For example, unity - joining efforts with followers is the
highest trait appearance of those displaying leadership behavior skills; whereby the
number of students with high levels of leadership in unity or solidarity reached 186
from a total of 255, almost 73%. Whereas the behavior receiving the lowest trait
appearance was trust The number the students scoring low on this trait were 150
from 255, almost 59%.

The results associated with the assumptions pointed to the following:

1- Wﬁile there are similarities in the leadership behavior traits of male§ and
females, at least to a certain degree, they do differ in a number of behaviors.

2- A distinction made in relation to leadership behavior and place of resi_dgnce,
where it was evident that leaders' behavior tendencies for students living in
refugee camps are higher than students living in town (city)
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4-

The results also indicate there is not such an effect of having the leadership
behaveior in the family order..

When the fourth and fifth assumptions were added it was realized from the
results that there is relation between the level of leadership behavior when
compared to the level of education of either parents.

RECOMMENDATIONS

A. Within the Family

1)

2)

Placing emphasis on upbringing and dealing with children in a democratic
spirit whereby they are allowed to discuss issues closely with parents, and
are allowed to bear responsibilities.

Interest in training children to exercise leadership behavior within the family
and through the parents. That is achieved by placing the children in different
situations where they can become capable of being leaders.

B. Within Schools

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Placing emphasis and paying attention on discovering leadership in students
and providing them with all the means to enhance and develop their
capabilities.

Taking an interest in establishing selected classroom students councils with
the aim of supporting, enhancing, and training students on leadership.

Giving each student the opportunity to take on the role of the leader for two or
three days and then following a prize to the best leader. This would help
discover some leadership traits in new students.

Taking an interest in providing various activities in schools that would lead to
the development of leadership behavior in all areas and activities.

Designating school classes where teachers introduce different types of
leaders to pull the attention of the class, their students. Offering the students
counseling sessions, and training them on the art of effective leadership and

leadership behavior.

Providing leadership training programs for teachers whereby they inturn
could act as counselors for the students while they undergo leadership

training.

Teachers must provide reinforcement in addition to advice to students
highlighting how the students leadership potential can be achieved.
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C. Within Society

1)

2)

3)

Placing a strong emphasis on primary education as it is the source of our
infrastructure for all education; providing all necessary requirements to
achieve the wholestic development of children (physical, mental, school,

emaotional).

Highlighting the accomplishments of leaders in an effort to give the students
examples and role models.
Establishing training institutions and social groups in every geographic area in

order to provide opportunities for students to exhibit their talents and to train
in the area on leadership in different areas irrespective of their area of

interest.
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