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Abstract

This dissertation aims to examine the tallal (ruin) opening in classical Arabic poetry—
from the pre-Islamic period through the end of the Abbasid era—as an implicit cultural
structure that extends beyond its conventional role as a rhetorical and ornamental
introduction. It endeavors to interpret the tallal as a hermeneutic key that reveals the
underlying patterns governing the Arabic qasida. The research posits that the ruin motif
is not merely a poetic image reproduced unconsciously but constitutes a cultural code
emerging within the contexts of power and civilization, which is continuously
rearticulated with diverse semantic functions contingent upon the poet’s position within

social, cultural, and political frameworks.

The study is guided by a central research question: How can the tallal be interpreted as
an implicit structure that reflects the evolving relationship between the poet and the
poem’s purpose, the self and identity, and the text and its context? This primary inquiry
gives rise to several subsidiary questions concerning the multiplicity of meanings
attributed to the tallal, its transformations across different poets and historical periods,

and its interpretive function in shaping and directing poetic meaning.

Methodologically, this study employs an analytical approach to examine the linguistic
and artistic structure of the tallal passage within the selected poems, complemented by a
cultural-schematic methodology. The theoretical underpinnings of the latter are
established in the first chapter. Utilizing this framework, the study deconstructs the
relationship between the tallal and broader contexts of meaning production, including
power, identity, temporality, and the cultural center, through the application of concepts

such as schema, repetition, resemblance, difference, and reproduction.

The research is organized into four principal chapters. It commences with a

conceptualization of "schema" and "schematic reading," followed by an examination of

b



the transformations of the tallal across poets, historical periods, and civilizations (referred
to as grand and greater differences). Subsequently, it explores variations within the same
historical period (great difference) and, finally, within the oeuvre of individual poets
(minor difference). The study includes focused analyses of selected poetic examples, with

particular emphasis on the works of Imru’ al-Qays.

The study concludes that the tallal constitutes an implicit cultural schema embedded
within a civilizational framework associated with power and centrality. This schema is
continuously reproduced with evolving semantic functions that shape meaning and
articulate the poet’s positioning relative to time, society, and identity. The research
demonstrates that the tallal should not be regarded as a static rhetorical tradition; rather,
it operates as a dynamic hermeneutic structure manifesting across four dimensions of
variation: within the experience of an individual poet, among poets of the same historical
period, across different historical epochs, and among diverse cultural contexts. This
analysis highlights the schema’s flexibility and its capacity to adapt to cultural and
political transformations. Moreover, the study illustrates that a schematic-hermeneutic
approach can effectively elucidate the deeper functions of the tallal, thereby
reconceptualizing classical Arabic poetry as a form of cultural discourse rather than solely

an aesthetic or rhetorical convention.

Keywords: Tallal Opening, Classical Arabic Poetry, Cultural Schema, Qasida,

Hermeneutic Key, Pre-Islamic to Abbasid.



