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Abstract
The study aimed to investigate how Israel employed visual content through digital
public relations tools in framing its propaganda regarding the war on Gaza, specifically
during the Battle of the Flood of Al-Aqgsa 2023, via the official Facebook page of the
Israeli Prime Minister's spokesman for Arab media. By adopting a purposive sample,
the study analyzed the images published on Ophir Gendelman’s Facebook page to
examine how the Israeli occupation utilized visual content as part of its propaganda
strategy on digital platforms during the conflict. A total of 186 posts were analyzed
using content analysis to collect and classify data and information. The study
incorporated a set of categories to examine the content of Gendelman’s Facebook page,
focusing on analyzing the visual semiotic imagery of the posts, identifying the most
prominent media frames and propaganda techniques, and exploring how they were

employed in the publications.

Furthermore, the study adopted the semiotic analysis approach, as it aligns with the
research objectives concerning the Israeli occupation’s use of visual content in digital
propaganda during the Battle of the Flood of Al-Agsa, to derive scientific findings. The
results indicated that 54.8% of the visual content consisted of images, while 14.4% of
the visual content on the Israeli Prime Minister’s spokesman’s page consisted of videos.
It was also found that the Israeli occupation used visual content strategically to
construct and reinforce its narrative during the war on Gaza. The study highlighted that
the spokesman heavily relied on visual content in addressing events related to the Battle



of the Flood of Al-Agsa through his Facebook page, aiming to market the idea of
Israel’s right to self-defense.

In analyzing the media frames, the study found that Ophir Gendelman’s Facebook page
adopted several key frames to broadcast the official Israeli narrative during the conflict.
The conflict frame ranked first at 17.6%, followed by the humanitarian concerns frame
at 16.4%, the responsibility frame at 15.9%, the strategic frame at 14.5%, the ethical
principles frame at 10.9%, the issue-specific frame at 9.5%, the general frame at 8.9%,
and finally, the economic results frame at 6.5%. Additionally, the study examined the
most frequently used propaganda techniques in the posts, revealing that the achievement
technique ranked highest at 13.4%, followed by the emotion arousal technique and
negative labeling technique at 12.1%, while the power display technique ranked third at
11.4%.

In light of the findings, the study recommended the development of specialized training
programs in visual semiotic analysis and the design of effective media messages using
semiotic elements. It also emphasized the importance of collaborating with influential
content creators on digital platforms to amplify messages supporting Palestinian rights

through effective creative and semiotic methods.

Keywords: Semiotics, Public Relations, Israeli Occupation Propaganda, Visual Content,
Digital Platforms, Al-Agsa Flood.



