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Abstract

THIS study aimed at identifying the difficulties that faced female
academicians in the Palestinian Universities who graduated from foreign
universities. The study will examine the social academic and religious
difficulties. I t also aimed at identifying the effect of facing these
difficulties on their academic achievement from their own viewpoint and
examining their suggestion for facing these difficulties and how to

overcome them.

The study’s population was made up of all the female academics
from An-Najah National University that graduated from foreign countries
which totaled 40.The study used the analytical descriptive method using the
qualitative data collected through interviewing 13 of the graduates through

a randomly available sample.

The study led to few important results which were based on the
differences of family structure, local community and the host community.

The challenges were academic, internal, external and religious in nature.

The social challenges resulted from the fact that in Palestinian

families the ultimate decision i1s in the hands of the male and that the



married academics face challenges resulting from their feeling of great
responsibilities towards their children. Furthermore, there are gender
challenges that favor the males and gives them, unlike women, the right to
live their professional and personal lives freely and without limits. Rules
and regulations work against women especially in regards to dress code in

foreign countries.

In regard to religious challenges, the study showed that sample
members faced difficulties based on their dress code especially the Hijab
and performing prayer duties. These challenges were based on their sex

which men did not face.

In regard to the academic challenges, they faced restrictions imposed
by the agencies offering the scholarships on both males and females like
imposition of tough requirements regarding the return to the base
university, mastering English and the methods of evaluation in the host
universities that differ from those in the Palestinian Universities in addition
to declining to give promotions to some of the of the sample members that
match their upgraded degrees after their completion and return. The main
suggestions that resulted from this study is to make Palestinian families
aware of the need for offering equal opportunities to males and females to
study in higher institutions of education and to encourage their daughters to

study abroad.



