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Abstract
Privacy in architecture is what individuals aim to achieve in their homes. It
Is an innate instinct for all people. Its levels vary according to cultures and
religions. Islamic teachings raise the need for a higher level of privacy. The
Palestinian community, as one of its communties, requires to provide high

privacy in order to secure people’s sociocultural values, comfort and safety.

The privacy level of traditional residences is higher than the current
contemporary housing due to several variables and factors. It is important
to study the privacy level of contemporary housing in order to determine
the satisfaction level of inhabitants and decide problems that has led to the
reality of the current bad housing in Palestine. In addition, to decide the
extent to which the designing process is related to meeting the sociocultural

needs.

This research’s main objectives are to emphasize the importance of privacy
for the Palestinian society and the need to achieve it within its
contemporary housing. Also, to determine the level achieved for this
cultural need and its suitability to meet desired level of the current

population in Hebron - the case study of this research. The research is



based on comparing the features of traditional housing privacy in both
urban and architectural levels to improve the contemporary housing and

meet the populations’ differnet needs.

The adopted research methodology is the explanatory qualitive analysis and
comparative synthesis approach. We compare levels of privacy achieved in
traditional dwelling and residential apartments as an example of the
contemporary housing in Hebron. After analyzing the strategies used in
achieving privacy levels in both urban and architectural houses, the level of
privacy in contemporary housing was dramatically low as well as it
negatively affects the reality of the current Palestinian housing. We also
determened the possibility of re-providing privacy in contemporary
housing. The study is based on fieldwork and site observations as tools for

this scientific research.

This study’s outcomes allowed determining the low level of privacy in
residential apartments in contemporary housing, understanding the bad
reality of housing and its shortfalls in meeting sociocultural needs (Privacy
need that should not be outside peoples’ homes). Another outcome, is the
possibility of raising privacy levels of current housing up to the desired
level without negatively affecting other aspects of the designing process.
The research enabled drawing a set of guidelines and recommendations for
individuals, architects, planners, municipalities and relevant government
institutions by concentrat on privacy during the Design and planning

process in the contemporary housing.






