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Geography for Basic Seventh Grade Pupils and their Motivations
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By
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Supervisor
prof. Ghassan Hilo

Abstract

This study aims to identify the impact of teaching by using Google Earth on
achievement in geography for basic seventh grade pupils and their
motivations towards it in Palestine. The study attempted to answer the
following main question:

What is the impact of teaching by using the Google Earth application on the
achievement of basic seventh grade pupils and their motivations towards
learning geography in the city of Nablus?

The question was diverged to the following two questions:

e What is the impact of teaching by using the Google Earth application
on the achievement of basic seventh grade pupils in geography in the
city of Nablus?

e What is the impact of teaching by using the Google Earth application
on the motivations of basic seventh grade pupils towards learning
geography in the city of Nablus?

To answer the aforementioned questions, the researcher used the Google
Earth application for an experimental intentional sample from basic seventh
grade female pupils whereas the other sample was taught by using the normal
method without using the Google Earth application. The researcher prepared

B



a post-test, a motivation scale to measure the impact of Google Earth on both
the academic achievements and motivations of the pupils. The validity of the
instruments was verified by reference to a panel of referees. The researcher
adopted the experimental methodology in its quasi-experimental design. The
present study was applied during the second semester of the scholastic year
2016 — 2017.

In order to analyze the data, the One-Way ANCOVA was adopted to test the
differences in the means of the pupils' achievements in the experimental and
control groups in the two scales of the study. The study reached the following
findings:

1) There was a significant difference at (a = 0.05) between the
achievement means of the pupils in the experimental and control
groups that are attributed to the teaching methodology in favor of the
experimental group who studied geography from the basic seventh
grade textbook by using the Google Earth application.

2) There was a significant difference at (a = 0.05) between the
motivations means towards geography for the pupils in the
experimental and control groups that are attributed to the teaching
methodology in favor of the experimental group who studied
geography from the basic seventh grade textbook by using the Google
Earth application.

In light of the aforementioned findings, the researcher recommends to adopt
the Google Earth application as one of the significant technology means that

teachers could benefit from inside teaching classes. In addition, the
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researcher recommends adopting the Google Earth application at schools and
universities, and employs it not only in teaching geography, but also in other
disciplines. The researcher also recommends holding training courses for
teachers to assist them in how to use and employ the program in their

teaching subjects in general and geography in particular.



