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Abstract

This study investigates the systematic violations by Israel of the Palestinian right
to self-determination as enshrined in international law. In its first chapter, it
defines the concept of self-determination and establishes its legal foundations
within the framework of public international law. It then examines the particular
features of this right as it pertains to the Palestinian people, especially in light of
the ongoing Israeli—Palestinian conflict. The second chapter focuses on the Israeli
measures employed to undermine this right, whether through the insistence on
defining the state in exclusively Jewish terms or by renouncing key agreements
and negotiations aimed at a lasting settlement. It also considers the role of
international impediments that have exacerbated the crisis, and it concludes with

a set of results and recommendations, employing descriptive-analytical, legal,

and historical methods throughout.

The study’s principal findings include the affirmation by United Nations
resolutions—such as Resolution 194—that the right of return is an integral
component of Palestinian self-determination, yet Israeli policies and international
complicity have obstructed its realization. Israeli legislation has functioned not
merely as a body of domestic law but as a colonial instrument designed to
entrench Israeli control and negate any prospect of an independent Palestinian
state. Moreover, the obstruction of Palestinian self-determination was not limited
to Israel alone; certain international actors have likewise hindered the
implementation of UN resolutions, creating an inequitable political environment

for the Palestinians. Despite the repeated reaffirmation of the right of all peoples

b



to self-determination, the international community has applied different standards

to the Palestinian case, prioritizing political interests over adherence to

international legal norms.

Among the recommendations put forward, the researcher urges the Palestine
Liberation Organization and the Palestinian Authority to intensify their legal and
diplomatic efforts in international forums to challenge Israeli laws—such as the
“Jewish Nation-State Law” and the “Settlement Regularization Law”—Dbefore
the International Court of Justice and in the domestic courts of states supportive
of Palestinian rights. It is also recommended to adopt a specialized media
strategy that emphasizes the legal dimension of the Palestinian right to self-
determination and highlights pertinent international resolutions, including those

related to the right of return and statehood, in order to inform global public

opinion and encourage governments to adopt pro-Palestinian positions.

Keywords: Israeli violations, right to self-determination, international law.



