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Abstract

This study sheds light on the extent of convergence between the

image of the Arabs rulers and self-image of Nizar Qabani, the lover

The study, entitled “Image of the Ruler and Self-Image of the Lover
in Nizar Qabani's Poetry: Echo of Image in Manifestation of Self”, falls

into an introduction, three chapters and a conclusion.

Chapter one was devoted to content of the poet's work and impacts
on it. The chapter begins with a profile of the poet: birth, origin, impact of
social legacy, and most important contentious issues surrounding his
personality. Then the chapter moves to critics' opinions on the political and
love content of Qabani's poetry. This includes political and love terms
which frequently recur in that content. The chapter concludes with a sum
up of the poet's life, differentiation between Qabani as a poet, a media
personality and personal life. This is in addition to influences in his life,
critics' controversial opinions and their echoes in his poetry and his

discourses to women.

Chapter two dwelt on the image of the ruler as drawn by Qabani. The
chapter first presented the concept of the ruler and his image in the ancient

human legacy. Then, it presented the positive and negative image of the

b



ruler as seen by Qabani in terms of his titles, symbols, authorities, status of
people within him and the ideal image of the ruler which he always wished
he would see in him. The chapter then dealt with the image of the people
and status of the ruler within them and the ideal image of people which
Qabani always wanted to see. The chapter ended with an illustration of the
nature and dialectical relationship between the ruler and his subjects. The
clearer the relationship between the image of the ruler and the image of the
subjects is, the more obvious the relationship is between the lover and the

beloved.

Chapter three was devoted to the echo of the image of the ruler in
Qabani, the lover. The chapter began with a summary of the status of
women; then it presented the most important critical opinions which have
highlighted Qabani's authoritarian discourses to women. These discourses
could be attributed to the echoes of the image of the ruler in Qabani's
unconsciousness. He made these echoes appear on surface of his words.
The researcher then spelled out the reasons which made him do that. In this
context, she recalls the image of the ruler, as portrayed by Qabani, and
extent of the convergence of the echoes with his discourses as a lover.
These echoes always emerged in the poet's use of the ruler's utterances and
meanings as well as forms of his actions and tools, etc. Qabani had always
portrayed the Arab ruler in an abhorrent way. In spite of that, Qabani had
remained an admirer of that image. This can be seen in his authoritarian
discourses to women. He was the lover who founded the "republic of

women." Despite Qabani's attempt to get rid of the social legacy, the

C



eastern habits and traditions, he remained the "product' of his environment.
His mentality was no different from the Arab mentality and its behavior
and authoritarian repressive practices. However, he seemed affected by it,
admiring the way he was raised up. In some areas, Qabani practiced what
the ruler practiced though he tried to hide it. He could not help showing this

mentality on the surface of his words.



