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Abstract

The study aims to identify the extent of awareness young men and
women who attended youth centers have towards the concept “gender,
the ways, in which true equality can be achieved, also to identify their
outlook concerning masculinity and femininity in women empowerment
situations. The study also strives to identify the traits and professions that
are linked to masculinity and femininity. In order to achieve these goals
the descriptive method was used and a questionnaire was designed and
given out to a random sample of young people who are enrolled in youth
centers all over the Kingdom of Jordan, (316) young men and women,
the percentage of females reached (50.9%). After collecting and
analyzing the data, the results showed that dominant socio-culture is still
the main source that directs young people’s attitudes towards the roles of
male and females in society. Moreover, only half of the sample group
had heard of the term gender. It also points out that both males and
females are on the same level of agreement when it came to the
importance of gender equality concerning opportunities, rights and
responsibilities. However, females agreed more strongly than males. The
study also conveyed that both sexes agreed upon the importance of
female decision making in the family, especially concerning a girl’s right
to all levels of educations. Nevertheless, both young men and women
agreed moderately concerning wedding their daughters in the future
in a young age, and marriage of the first degree. Their attitudes were
positive towards the husband's participation in domestic work such as
helping in grocery shopping, teaching children and helping around the
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house. Yet, the percentage decreased in both sexes towards helping in
preparing the dining table. Moreover, they both agreed that it is important
that husband's salary should be added to his wife's salary in order to ease
the financial burden of the family. The percentage decreased slightly
when the issue involved women's right to owning economic asset,
women becoming project managers, women filling leadership positions,
owning projects, the importance of highlighting models of female
leadership in the media , and determining occupations specific to males
and females, and finally women’s right to equal work conditions. Their
attitudes were negative towards co-sex work environment.
Percentages varied between young men and women in qualities
described as masculine or feminine, furthermore, both sexes agreed
that creativity and thinking are characteristics that apply to both sexes,
also that there was one profession that is considered suitable for males
and females which is teaching.
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