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Abstract

The study aims at identifying the role of universities in the Arab
world in promoting democratic behavior in the case of the Palestinian
universities of An-Najah National University, Birzeit, Arab American

University, and Palestine Technical University- Kadoorie.

The researcher followed both descriptive and analytical approaches
as a methodology. The researcher also used the personal interview as a
source and a tool to collect data. The study sample included a stratified
random sample of 400 male and female students from the 50413

undergraduate students in the universities under study.

After conducting the statistical analysis and using the statistical
analysis program SPSS and analyzing the results of the questionnaire, the
study showed that the total score for the field of democratic culture in the
university came with an average of (3.0911) and a standard deviation of
(1.34497), and the study showed that the role of universities in promoting
democratic behavior came average in the field of democratic university

policies.

The study also showed that the role of universities in promoting

democratic behavior is high among researchers in the field of democratic

b



values. The study also revealed that there are statistically significant
differences in the field of democratic culture in the university as well as in
the field of democratic university policies between Kadoorie, Birzeit and
the Arab American universities, as well as differences between Birzeit
University and An-Najah University. The researcher also found out that
there are differences in the field of democratic values between An-Najah,
Kadoorie, Birzeit, and the American University. Differences in the total
result appeared between An-Najah Kadoorie, Birzeit, and the Arab
American University. There were also differences in the same field
between the universities of Kadoorie, Birzeit and the Arab American
University, and in all cases, in general, the study showed that all the
dimensions representing the role of Palestinian universities in promoting
democratic behavior have an effect on behavior and the extent of this effect
varies with the different dimension (field) according to the following
formula: general democratic behavior = 0.973 + 0.193 (democratic
culture) + 0.150 (democratic university policies + 0.388 (democratic

values)

The study showed that each university implements its own
democratic policy which entails an absence of unified standards between
Palestinian universities. Moreover, there has been evidence of the lack of
cooperation of some student’s council presidents and taking decisions
without referring to their councils and the inability of some workers and
students to practice democratic behavior due to individual or partisanship

causes. The study also revealed that partisan intolerance among students

C



resulting from the Palestinian division, and its reflection on student blocs

practices affects democratic policies within universities.

Based on the findings of the study, the researcher recommends
preparing a comprehensive plan that would help to promote democratic
behavior with the broad participation of decision-makers from inside and
outside the university. In addition, there is a need to benefit from other
universities in developed countries concerning their democratic university
experience and holding an annual conference both at the university level
and at the local, Arab and international level and most importantly there is
a pressing need to work through mechanisms and policies that could
mitigate the impact of the division on democratic practices in Palestinian

universities.



