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Abstract

This study examines the Hanbali school's utilization of the Companions' traditions in
matters related to funerals and its implications for contemporary issues - Collection and
Study. The study primarily focuses on tracking how the Hanbalis used the traditions of
the Companions as evidence, comparing it with the established jurisprudential schools.
The research employs descriptive, inductive, comparative, and analytical methods to

explore how Hanbali scholars employed these traditions as evidence.

The researcher divided the study into four chapters:

The first chapter establishes the theoretical underpinnings of the thesis, arriving at the

following conclusions:

1- Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal is among the prominent figures of this blessed nation who
benefited and defended the religion.

2- We should pay attention to the jurisprudence of the noble Companions, as they are
the first nucleus of Islamic jurisprudence after Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him).

3- Understanding God's legal rulings for His servants involves exploring contemporary
jurisprudential issues, emphasizing the importance of studying and deriving rulings

from them.

In the second chapter, the methodology of the Hanbalis in the Book of Funerals is
discussed, leading to the conclusion that:

1- The Hanbalis employed a variety of evidentiary sources, including the Quran,
Sunnah, and the sayings and actions of the Companions. They also utilized
analogical reasoning and sometimes referred to scholarly consensus.

2- Scholars differed on the authority of the Companions’ statements. If a Companion's

statement became widely accepted and no opposing view emerged, it was
B



considered presumptive consensus by the Hanbalis, Malikis, and Hanafis, unlike Al-
Shafi'i, whose position was inconsistent. However, if the statement was not widely
accepted and no opposing view was known, it was considered authoritative by
Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Malik ibn Anas, and some Hanafi scholars, but not according to

the later view of Al-Shafi'i.

In the third chapter, the study examines the specific issues for which the Hanbalis

utilized the traditions of the Companions in the context of funeral rites, concluding the

following:

1-

It is recommended to prevent the deceased's body from swelling by placing a heavy
object, such as iron, on their abdomen. After removing the deceased's clothing, their
body should be covered. The washer, preferably, should avoid direct contact with
the deceased's body, using a cloth as a barrier. Ideally, the executor of the will
should perform the washing ritual, as it is considered their right. However, if the
deceased is a woman, her husband may perform the ritual.

A man should be shrouded in three garments. It is recommended to apply perfume
to his joints and body, particularly the places of prostration. Additionally, it is
recommended to place Hanoot (a mixture of perfumes) between the shrouds, except
on the back of the final wrap, where it is discouraged.

It is recommended to cover a woman’s coffin and grave to ensure greater modesty.
One should stand by her waist, and if it is a man, by his chest. Ideally, the executor
of the will should lead the funeral prayer, but if they are unavailable, the ruler or
their deputy may do so.

It is permissible to exhume a grave if necessary, and there is no objection to
plastering it. Traditionally, reciting the Quran over the deceased was prohibited,

except for certain specific circumstances during burial, as permitted by some jurists.

The fourth and final chapter discusses the application of contemporary issues based on

the traditions of the Companions, concluding the following:

1-

The origins of Islamic jurisprudence for novel issues can be traced back to the time
of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and were further developed by the

Companions.



2- Funeral prayers should be performed for individuals whose remains are found after
wars. Those who die unjustly in occupation prisons should not be classified as
martyrs of battle. Instead, their bodies should be washed, and funeral prayers should
be offered. It is also permissible to receive condolences at designated locations,

taking into account contemporary customs and practices.

Keywords: Companions, Funerals, Contemporary Issues.



