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Abstract

In recent years, Palestine has witnessed a noticeable increase in the spread of drug-related crimes
and psychotropic substances, posing growing challenges to the legal system and the competent
authorities, particularly the Public Prosecution, in combating this phenomenon and mitigating its
negative impacts on individuals and society. This situation necessitated legislative intervention,
represented by the issuance of Decree-Law No. (18) of 2015 on Combating Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances, aimed at regulating these crimes and strengthening mechanisms to
address them. The preliminary investigation stage is considered one of the most critical phases of
criminal proceedings, as it plays a decisive role in uncovering the circumstances of the crime,

collecting evidence, and determining criminal responsibility.

However, practical application reveals numerous challenges faced by the Public Prosecution at
this stage in drug-related cases, whether at the level of procedures, methods of proof, or
coordination among relevant authorities. This study aims to analyze the legal framework
governing drug crimes in Palestinian legislation and to explore the main practical problems
encountered by the Public Prosecution during the preliminary investigation phase, with a focus
on issues related to evidence collection, handling of seized materials, legality of procedures, and
the difficulty of proving criminal intent. The researcher adopted a descriptive-analytical approach,

examining and analysing relevant legal texts in light of their practical application.

The study concluded that the Public Prosecution plays a central role in managing investigations
into drug crimes; however, this role is hindered by several challenges, most notably the overlap
of competencies among law enforcement authorities, the difficulty of detecting crimes of a covert
nature, issues related to the legality of search and seizure procedures, and the inadequacy of
certain legislative provisions in keeping pace with modern technological developments, which in
turn creates difficulties in proof. The study also highlighted the importance of cooperation among
relevant authorities, including anti-narcotics units, security agencies, and regulatory bodies, in

enhancing the effectiveness of investigations.



Nevertheless, such cooperation is not without practical and organizational obstacles. Accordingly,
the study recommends the development of legislation to keep pace with modern methods of
committing drug-related crimes, the enhancement of specialized training for members of the
Public Prosecution and judicial police officers, the support of modern technological tools in
evidence collection, and the strengthening of oversight over investigative procedures to ensure a

balance between effective enforcement and the protection of individual rights.
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