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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the image of a woman and a man in the
work of art painting which was produced by Palestinian male and female
artists, and the analysis of the content of these artistic works to identify the
roles and patterns of both types from their point of view, and making a
comparison of their image .I was also able to describe and analyze the
content of the art work of many Palestinian male and female artists so |
can, thoroughly, describe how the role of each one was presented and the
relation of these presentations on gender and patterns associated with males
and females in Palestinian art. The researcher used a short questionnaire,
the interview and the content analysis as tools for study by using the
qualitative approach. The short questionnaire was distributed to a sample

community of (200) males and females in Palestinian art.

At first, 1 collected the data to select the qualifying artists to be
included in the study. I interviewed all of the qualifying artists. Then, I
created criteria in which I selected certain relevant art work that
represented the patterns of images of women and men in Palestinian art
work. Afterwards, I sent the selected pictures of the selected artists with

their analysis and sent them to artistic experts for their vision of their



representations in Palestinian art work and I did the analysis by myself of
the outcome. This study is a result of the series of data collection, criteria

and analysis of the content of the drawings and paintings.

The study presented the following findings:

Male artists presented the female as a figure of beauty while the
female artists presented the female in a social and political dimension that
represented the women’s issues at the time of the work. Female artists
clearly presented the feminist gender-related issues of the female roles

related to their roles in society.

The Palestinian woman appeared as a leading role and as an actress
in the female artists’ work while they appeared as secondary and minor
roles in the political presentations of male artists which presented men in
leading powerful positions compared to women even though their
representation is minor. Gender issues and understanding among male and
female artists was almost absent in the way they presented females as weak
and their traditional roles without emphasizing new, modern gender-defend
roles. The emphasis of both sides on the role of the mother, which is a
typical and tradition gender role was very clear and stood out among both,
though it was presented positively. This positive presentation of the woman
as a mother did not help in undoing all the other negative aspects of the

presentation.

The final result is that although women were represented extensively

in Palestinian art, they did not go beyond the typical female-role gendered

C



presentations that remained in the typical roles of beauty, sex, motherhood,
wife, and connected women to disasters, wars, child bearing and raring and
poverty. Very few references and presentations were directed by female

artist to sexual intimidation and the suppression of women.

The study clearly and naturally led to the following recommendations:

There is a strong need for art to be used to create changes in the
traditional outlook of women as followers, hidden, accepting of the
traditional set of rules. Modern Palestinian artists need to maintain the
gender quality and presentations of actual women activities and work
through gendered presentation through conferences, seminars, workshops
and academic and scientific activities with the outstanding effort to change
the current values and with the aim of correctly presenting women roles
and achievements. Shifting some of the traditional roles and re-
emphasizing the values of role equality and using art as means for

achieving these goals.



