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Abstract

The awareness of Palestinian society, particularly among its youth and student
populations, constitutes the foundation of its capacity to withstand disasters and mitigate
associated risks. Examining the awareness levels of this significant and influential
demographic, as well as identifying its strengths and weaknesses, represents a crucial
initial step in developing a national strategy aimed at enhancing the resilience of

Palestinian society to disasters and reducing their impacts.

This pioneering study seeks to examine the awareness of secondary school students in
Palestine regarding hazards and disasters, assess their understanding of associated risks,
evaluate the availability of their public safety skills, and anticipate their propensity to

engage in societal participation and volunteerism in disaster response.

This case study was conducted as descriptive research to investigate the reflection of
disaster phenomena on the awareness of students within the Ramallah and Al-Bireh
governorate. This region was selected due to its significant importance, characterized by
population diversity and the presence of various groups within Palestinian society,
thereby enabling the generalization of findings to Palestinian students at large.
Furthermore, the high response rate contributed to the increased credibility of the results.

The findings of the study corroborated the initial hypotheses, namely the limited
awareness among students regarding disasters, their predominantly narrow perception of
disaster response as merely an emergency reaction rather than a comprehensive risk
management approach, and the insufficient preparedness of the local community to
confront such events. While students demonstrated a satisfactory level of awareness on

certain topics, notable weaknesses and conceptual ambiguities were evident. Although



students recognized the significance of public awareness, they did not regard it as the
most critical measure for disaster management. A majority of students perceived
immediate, direct hazards in their proximate environment—particularly the occupation—
as highly threatening. The internet and media were identified as the primary sources of
students’ disaster-related knowledge, with websites and Instagram being the most
frequently utilized platforms. The study also highlighted that a substantial proportion of
students possessed essential public safety skills, such as firefighting and first aid;
however, the absence of adequate health services within schools exacerbates the
vulnerability of this population during accidents and disasters. Furthermore, most
students expressed a willingness to volunteer in disaster response efforts. The research
revealed a prevalent sense of insecurity among students, especially males, concerning
their schools and residential areas. Lastly, the majority of participants expressed
dissatisfaction with the extent to which the curriculum addresses disasters and associated
risks.

Achieving the objectives of this study necessitates addressing the deficiencies in students'
awareness by improving their understanding of disaster-related concepts, including
associated risks and effects. Additionally, it requires the development of a national plan
to educate students about their designated roles in disaster response, utilizing appropriate
communication channels. This approach aims to increase their resilience, enhance their
safety and security skills both at home and in school, leverage their strong motivation to

volunteer during disasters, and strengthen the role of the school curriculum in this regard.

Keywords: disaster awareness, risk perception, student preparedness, Palestine

education, disaster risk reduction, school safety.
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