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Abstract

This study seeks to examine and analyze the issue of Palestinian employment in Israel
within the broader context of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. It explores the historical
origins of this employment, its current status under the Palestinian Authority, and the
political challenges it encounters. Furthermore, the study investigates the dialectic of
resilience associated with this phenomenon. Palestinian employment in Israel represents
a complex intersection of Palestinian economic and social needs with Israeli political,
security, and economic control, which is often characterized by coercion. The research
also considers the official and popular Palestinian tactical responses—both daily and
organizational—to this control, highlighting how such responses may create

opportunities for Palestinian workers to resist and confront Israeli authority.

To this end, and in order to assess the validity of the study's premise—that the
Palestinian employment model in Israel, despite its associated coercive conditions,
political challenges, and numerous economic and social paradoxes, can serve as a space
for Palestinian resilience and symbolic presence within Israel—and to address the
central research question, namely: How can Palestinian employment in Israel be
understood in light of the political challenges it encounters and their associated
implications; the study employed multiple research methodologies. The primary
approaches utilized include the descriptive-analytical (qualitative) method, the inductive

method, and content analysis.

The study arrived at several conclusions, the most significant of which is that the
relationship between Palestinian labor and Israel is not merely a transactional, work-for-
wages dynamic. Rather, it constitutes a colonial relationship wherein Palestinians
actively reproduce their resistance and confrontation with Israel. The condition of
Palestinian employment in Israel is complex and precarious, characterized by a

dependency that is influenced by numerous regional and international political,

b



economic, financial, and technological factors. Israel employs a security, political, and
military apparatus to regulate these workers through mechanisms such as permits,
checkpoints, barriers, walls, and surveillance technologies, thereby exacerbating

Palestinian economic and social dependence.

Keywords: Palestinian employment in Israel, dialectics of survival, colonial

relationship, symbolic presence, permit system, economic dependency.



