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Abstract

This study tackles the tale of ‘Jubaina’ in the formal and popular literature since it is
one of the Palestinian fairytales. Furthermore,it was popular among people to the extent
that it has various versions. Thus, it carries special characteristics distinguishing it from

other patterns of spoken popular tales.

The first chapter talks about the aforementioned tale in the Palestinian popular literature
clarifying the significant and epistemological indications of the tale. Then, it focuses on
its version all over Palestine taken from various sources including books, personal

interviews and YouTube.

These versions have been subject to additions, modifications or omission, but it has the
same idea which is having a snow-white girl whose skin is as white as cheese. Also, it is
about girls’ and step-mothers’ backstabbing. Finally, it talks about saving Jubaina from
injustice. Consequently, it is all about the cosmic duality of good and evil which is the

base of our world today.

Then, it tackles the overall framework of the tale indicating the presence of a mixture of
genres including plays and songs in the narration. Also, there is a mixture of artistic
characteristics colored the narrative text creating the element of suspense. Then, the tale
has moved to talk about the elements of the fairytale such as the hero, actions, time and

place.

This study also talks about the intersection of the tale of this study with other
Palestinian fairytales such as Raihana, Tranj Daughter, Goose caretaker and as Arab as
Al-Jarjof. Then, it has gone one to talk about the content of the tale especially the
legendary one and its connection with Jubaina- the representation of Ishtar as well as the

maternal presence in Chamaerops tree, the blue bead and other birds and animals.



The analysis features Ishtar’s dark face crystalized by the presence of the ogre and the

slave showing the main social themes such as loyalty, justice and social cooperation.

The second chapter tackles the analysis and explanation of the presence of this tale in
the narrative texts and poetry being considered a cultural symbol. Such symbol has been

transferred among generations that the intellect got back to his heritage to quote from it.

This has made it the utter and pure darkness in the eyes of Palestinian intellectuals and
writers since they express their concerns in this folkloric form. The importance of the
Palestinian heritage and its thematic richness which can be molded by the pen of writers
in order to deliver a social, historical or political message is also highlighted. Finally,
this has created the need to employ the complementary method which includes the

analytical, descriptive, analytical, legendary, stylistic and psychological methods.

Keywords: Jubaina; Palestinian Popular Literature; Palestinian Literature.



