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The Umayyad Mosque in Damascus in the First Period of the Mamluk
Era (648 — 784 AH / 1250 — 1382 AD)
A Historical and Cultural Study
By
Basima Yousef Ahmed Abu Lehya
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Dr. Mohammad AlKhateeb

Abstract

The Umayyad Mosque played an integral part in the Islamic history;
it has been a great edifice since it was built on (86 AH/ 705 AD) by Al-
Walid ibn Abd al-Malik. It has received the attention of people and of all of
the successive Islamic states including the First Mamluk State (648 — 784
AH — 1250-1382 AD). Many scattered scientific materials, that were found
by researching different historical sources, shed the light on the importance
of the mosque on the historical, social, religious, political, economic and
administrative aspects,. However, because there is no researcher who had
done a complete and inclusive scientific research about the mosque during
the First Mamluk Era, this research will provide a comprehensive historical

picture of it and the role it played in all life aspects.

First, the research highlights the date the mosque was built in, its
architectural facilities and its effect on different aspects of life. Second, it
studies the architecture and administration of the mosque during the First
Mamluk Era; it presents the natural and unnatural disasters it was subjected
to and how they affected it and the additions and renovations that were
done to its facilities. Third, it gives an idea about the endowments of the
mosque and its special administrative jobs; for example: there were

principles, muezzins, witnesses, curators, doormen, treasurers, SUpervisors,
b



clerks and people who set time for next Adhan. Fourth, this research
investigates the mosque’s social, religious and political roles during the
first period of Mamluk era; it was the center where all people gathered in to
do the five prayers, prayers for rain, Eids’ and funerals’ prayers and others.
Also, if many diseases spread, or natural disasters occurred, or even if
people were invaded, they go to this mosque to read Qur’an and Sahih al-
Bukhari. Additionally, people used to discuss their daily life affairs, and
celebrate different religious occasions in there. Fifth, the study portrays the
Sufism aspects and the religious jobs of the mosque; like: the imam, orator,
judge and preacher jobs. Sixth, it further displays the mosque’s effect on
the political aspect; the state supervised the mosque’s jobs, and it was
responsible for appointing and discharging its workers. The mosque also
served as a forum for wars and peace announcements and for the state’s
special ceremonies that matters the community. Moreover, it was a site
where state men’s funerals and absentee funerals prayers were held.
Finally, the study at hand sheds the light on the mosque’s educational and
cultural roles; so it observed the present and the new educational circles
and corners in which people shared their knowledge, and schools that were
in it or annexed to it. It also describes the bookcases, its various educational
jobs such as teaching, Qur’an and Hadith reciting, leading, repeating and
clarifying jobs. It additionally clarifies their wages, clothes and place of
residence. The study further describes the mosque’s students and the
educational system that is presented by the educational materials, studying

times, teaching methods and the holidays.



