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Abstract

Since its occupation of the West Bank, Israel has practiced collective punishment policy
with the Palestinians with no regard to International Human Rights Law. It deliberately
imposes this policy in its fight of the Palestinian people, depriving them of
breadwinning and controlling their purchase tax revenues and customs duties. It has
deducted huge amounts of their money. It has also subjugated the Palestinian economy
to the its market requirements/needs, thus negatively affecting the Palestinian economic

conditions and the daily lives of the ordinary citizens.

Against this background, the researcher has addressed international responsibility of
Israel in connection with its piracy of Palestinian tax funds. At the beginning, he
touched on the state of the Palestinian economy under the agreements signed with the
Israeli occupation. Two of the most important agreements were Oslo Accords of 1993
and the Protocol on Economic Relations, also known as the Paris Protocol signed in
1994 between Palestine Liberation Organization and the Israeli government. Both
agreements have had an impact on the Palestinian economy. The Israeli military
occupation has exploited these agreements to control the Palestinian economy and make
it serve its economy. The occupation has full control of the imports and exports of

products and all tax revenues.

The occupation has even impeded the economic agreements the Palestinians have
signed with the neighboring and European countries, all for the sake of blackmailing

them to give more political concessions to it.

The researcher, in addition, has highlighted the international responsibility of the Israeli
occupation in connection with the piracy of the Palestinian tax revenues. The Israeli
occupation collects purchase tax and customs duties on the behalf of the Palestinian

Authority. According to the signed agreements between the two parties, Israeli charges

b



a commission against its collection. However, for political purposes, the Israeli
occupation has deducted, for more than one time, amounts from the tax revenues to
pressure the Palestinian Authority to accept the Deal of the Century and to stop paying
salaries to Palestinian prisoners, families of martyrs and the wounded. These Israeli
piracy practices have harmed the Palestinian economy and have led to dire economic
conditions in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Then the researcher moved to dwell on
the Israeli occupation responsibility in terms of its nature and the options available for

the Palestinian Authority to litigate the occupation for its crimes in international courts.

In the light of the study findings, the researcher the recommends that the Palestinian
Authority take all legal actions to litigate Israeli occupation in international courts for its
piracy of the Palestinian tax revenues. He also recommends continuation of the efforts

to disengage from Israeli economy.

Keywords: International responsibility; piracy money.



