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Abstract

The study aimed at examining the range of economic and social
discrimination against women working in the private sector in Qalqilia
province, Palestine. It also attempted to describe the economic and social
reality of the working women, their life and the reasons that force them to
accept such discrimination controlling for marital status, age, educational

level place of living, years of experience at the current work.

The study population was made up of all working women in the
private sector who are registered in the employment office which amounted

to 1323 and the sample was made up of 312 women randomly selected.

I used the descriptive analytical method to analyze the data collected
from the questionnaires and conducted in depth interviews with sample of
employers to check for accuracy, perception and validity of the facts
gathered. The questionnaire was made up of 51 questions and was

submitted for control by 6 judges and checked for internal validity.

The study reached few important conclusions: There is definitely a
form of “socially acceptable” strong social and economic discrimination

against working women in the private sector in Qalgilia. Women are



willing, and their families tolerate, them working for lower salaries, longer
hours, unfavorable work conditions including not recognizing her rights,
male preferences for promotions and outside assignments and
representation. This acceptance of the women for working under these
conditions is due to limited working opportunities, cultural and legal
conditions and limited awareness of the women of their rights and sever

economic need.

The study also found a strong need to “go out” for work even if the
salary barely meets the economic need of the bare expenses or cost of
going to and from work. This, the represented women claim is a form of
self-accomplishment and self-gratification of working. We also found that
many of women as “forced” to work for purely economic reasons pushed

either by their husbands or parents.

Based on the results we recommend the following actions to be taken

to restore the status of women:

1. There needs to be a strong legal awareness activities by the labor office
and the women organizations for advocating, training and promoting
women equal rights at work both, economic and social.

2. Preparing more “formal” research and studies sponsored by the labor
office and the women organization to examine the status of women in
all of Palestine since we believe that this situation could be prevalent all

over Palestine.



. Advocating for changing the importance of work for women as a matter
of course and providing examples of successful working women who
can manage both work and home in the school curriculum and
eliminating the stereotypical image of the woman as a housewife only.

. Providing incentive to women and employers to encourage them to
provide better working conditions, more input and protecting the
working women’s legal rights and insisting on providing the minimum
wage to all working women in the private sector.

. Combing the efforts of the women organization, the labor office and the
employers of women to protect the women rights and prepare and train
women for the active equal work to men.

. Spreading the values of equality between men and women in all aspects
of life and especially in work, salary, legal rights, types of jobs each

conducts, and spreading these through all kinds of media.



