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Abstract

The relationship between English teachers’ locus of control
and the students achievement in English in tenth grade in
Nablus governorate

Prepared by:
Samar Salah Al.Alem

Supervised by:
Dr. Ahmad Fahim Jabr

This study aimed at investigating the relation ship of the English
teacher beliefs on their control of students learming on students
achievement in English of tenth grade in Nablus governorate. The study
attempted to answer the following questions:-

1- Is there effect of the English teachers’ locus of control on the
academic achievement of their students in English according to
locus of control scales?

Is there correlation between locus of control scale and Teacher’s
locus of control (T LC)?

g
'

LIS
1

Does English teacher’s locus of control differ according to (sex-
qualification-experience) according to Rotter’s scale?

S
]

Does English teacher’s locus of control differ according to (sex-
qualification-experience) according to (T L C ) scale?

So to achieve the aim of this study, the researcher conducting this
study on the society of the English teachers of tenth grade in Nablus
Governorate consisting of (63) male and female teachers. also it was
conducting on their (2591) male and female students in 10th grade
classes in the year 1997/1998. then the researcher conducting two
scales teacher’s locus of control (TLC) and the locus of control on
English teacher’s society to measure their beliefs on their locus of

TA
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control. then the accumulative average of English was taken for each
student from their school files in the year 1997/1998.

To check the scales reliability, they are submitted to a number of
referees working at An Najah University.

Then validity was calculated by Kiran bach Alpha for the two
scales. Rotter scale was amounted to (0. 79) and TLC (0.78).
To answer the questions of the study the researcher used the following
statistical processes:
1- mean average
2- Pearson correlation.

Findings:

- Negative correlation was found between teacher s locus of control and

students’ achievement. :
- Males and females teachers, didn’t emerge any significant effect
among teacher. Locus of control and Rotter locus of control scales’
scores categorized by their educational qualification, the level of
certificate, and years of teaching experience.
This study found that M.A degrees according to Rotters scale, and
Diploma of higher education degrees according to (TLC) scale were
the most external among the teachers.
The teachers whose experience was (15 years and more) according to
teachers locus of control and Rotter’s scales were the most internal
among the teachers.
This study showed that females are more internal than males according
to both scales (TL.C) and (Rotter) Locus of Control.
There were differences in findings according to (T L C) and (Rotter)
scales. Scores categorized by their years of teaching experience,
educational qualification. and the results indicated that there was a
negative correlation between teacher’s locus of control and students’
achievement , and females were more internal than males.

Based on these finding the researcher recommends that this
technique should be applied to larger (cross section of Palestinian
teachers in governmental, private, schools to make the benefit more
wide spread holding continuous training courses for teachers to keep
them in touch with modemn teaching methods and educational
objectives.

"
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(V) Gl
TLC Scale

1. When the grades of your students improve, it is more likely
1+ a. because you found ways to motivate the students, or-
b. because the students were trying harder to do well.

2. Suppose you had difficulties in setting up learning centers for students
in your classroom would this probably happen.

a. because you lacked the appropriate materials, or

-1 b. because you didn’t spend enough time in developing activities to
go into the center?

3. Suppose your students didnot appear to be benefitting from a more
individualized method of instruction. The reason for this would
probably be. '

1- a. because you were having some problems managing this type of
instruction, or

b. because the students in your class were such that they needed amore
traditional kind of approach.

4, When a student gets abetter grade on his report card than he usually
gets, is it -

a. because the student was putting more effort into his school
work,or
1+ b. because you found better ways of teaching that students?

5. If'the students in your class became disruptive and noisy when you left
them alone the room for five minutes, would this happen

1- a. because you didn’t leave them interesting work to do while you

Were gone, or
b. because the students were noisy that day than they usually are?

¥y
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6. When some of your students fail a math test, it is more likely
a. because they weren’t attending to the lesson, or
1- b. because you didn’t use enough examples to illustrate the concept.

7. Suppose you were successful at using learning centers with your class
of 30 students. Would this occur

1+ a. because you worked hard at it, or
b. because your students easily conformed to the new classroom
procedure?

8. When a student pulls his or her grade up from a “C” to “B”, it is
more likely

1+ a. becuase you came up with an idea to motivate the student ,or
b. because the student was trying harder to do well

9. Suppose you are teaching astudent aparticular concept in arithmetic or
math and the student has trouble in leaming it. Would this happen.

a. because the student wasn’t able to understand it, or
1- b. because you couldn’t explain it very well

10. When a student does better in school than he usually does, is it more
likely '

a. because the student was trying harder, or
1+ b. because you tried hard to encourage the student to do better?

11. If you couldn’t keep your class quiet, it would probably be
a. because the students came to school more rowdy than usual or
1- b. because you were so frustrated that you weren’t able to settle them

down.

12. Suppose aplay put on by your class was voted the “Best class play of
the year” by students and faculty in your school would it be

1+ a. because you put in alot of time and effort as the director, or
b. because the students were cooperative.

YA
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13. Suppose it were the week before Easter vacation and you were
having some trouble keeping order in your classroom. This would
more likely happen

1- a. Because you weren’t putting extra effort into keeping the students
under control, or
b. because the students were more uncontrollable than usual.

14. If one of your students couldn’t do a class assignment, would it be

a. because the student wasn’t paying attention during the class

lesson, or
1- b. because you gave the student an assignment that wasn’t on his or

her level?

15. Suppose you wanted to teach a series of lessons on Mexico, but the
lessons didn’t turn out as well as you had expected. This would
more likely happen

a. because the students weren’t that interested in learning about
Mexico, or
1- b. because you didn’t put enough effort into developing the lessons.

16. Suppose astudent who does not typically participate in class begins
to volunteer his or her answers. This would more likely happen

a. because the student finally encountered a topic of interest to him
or her, or. :

1+ b. because you tried hard to encourage the student to volunteer his
or her answers

17. Suppose one of your students cannot remain on task for aparticular
assignment. Would this be more likely to happen.

1- a. because you gave the student atask that was some what less
interesting than most tasks,or
b. because the student was unable to concentrate on his or her school
work that day?

¥4
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18. Suppose you were unable to devise an instructional system as
requested by the principal, which would accommodate the “needs
of individual students” in your class. This would most likely
happen

a. because there were too many students in your class, or
1- b. because you didn’t have enough knowledge or experience with
individualized instructional programs.

19- If the students in your class perform better than they usually do on
a test, would this happen.

a. because the students studied a lot for the test, or
1+ b. because you did a good job of teaching the subject area?

20. When the performance of a student in your class appears to be
slowly deteriorating, it is usually.

1- a. because you weren’t trying hard enough to motivate him or her, or
b. because the student was putting less effort into his or her school
work.

21. Suppose a new student was assigned to your class, and this student
had a difficult time making friends with his or her classmates.
Would it be more likely.

a. That most of the other students didnot make an effort to be
friends with the new student, or
1- b. That you were not trying hard enough to encourage the other
students to be more friendly toward the new comer?

IR
[

. If the students in your class performed better on a standardized
achievement test given attheend of the year compared to students
you had last year, it would probably be.

1+ a. because you put more effort into teaching this year, or
b. because this year’s class of students were some what smarter than
last year’s.
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23. Suppose, one day, you find yourself reprimanding one of your
students more often than usual. Would this be more likely to
happen

a. because that student was misbehaving more than usual that day, or
1- b. because you were some what less tolerant than you usually are?

24. Suppose one of your under achievers does his or homework better
than usual. this would probably happen.

a. because the student tried hard to do the assignment, or
I+ b. because you tried hard to explain how to do the assignment.

25. Suppose one of your students began to do better school work than
he usually does. Would this happen.

1+ a. because you put much effort into helping the student do better,or
b. because the student was trying to do well in school?

A
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