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Abstract

This thesis investigates the challenges involved in the transformation of Egypt’s role
concerning the Palestinian cause following the Al-Agsa Flood operation, specifically
the shift from direct intervention to international mediation. It critically analyzes the
alterations in the instruments and conduct of Egyptian foreign policy within a complex
regional and international framework. The research is framed by the central question:
What factors prompted the Arab Republic of Egypt to transition from a policy and role
of direct intervention to one of international mediation in its approach to the Palestinian

cause after the Al-Agsa Flood?

This study employs a multi-method analytical approach alongside a variety of
interpretive theoretical frameworks. It utilizes the historical method to trace the
evolution of Egypt’s role, systems analysis to examine regional and international
interactions, and the case study method to investigate the post—Al-Agsa Flood phase.
Additionally, the study incorporates the national interest approach as well as descriptive
and analytical tools. Furthermore, it draws upon several explanatory theoretical
frameworks, including classical realism, role theory, international mediation theory,
multilateral diplomacy theory, complex interdependence theory, and game theory. This
comprehensive methodological and theoretical integration facilitates a thorough

understanding of the nature and limitations of the transformation in Egypt’s role.

The study concludes that the transformation in Egypt’s role following the Al-Agsa
Flood stemmed from a structural decline in its intervention capabilities, notably the
sovereign and coercive instruments that historically formed the foundation of Egyptian
influence in the Palestinian cause. This context compelled Egypt to pursue international
mediation through partnerships, in response to escalating internal limitations and
growing regional and international pressures.

b



The study further demonstrates that Egyptian mediation following the Al-Aqsa Flood
achieved procedural and preventive effectiveness, as evidenced by its role in managing
temporary ceasefires, facilitating prisoner and hostage exchanges, contributing to the
delivery of humanitarian aid, preventing the forced displacement of residents in the
Gaza Strip, and mitigating the risks of regional escalation. However, this mediation did
not attain political and strategic effectiveness sufficient to establish a comprehensive
and lasting ceasefire or to develop clear arrangements for the post-conflict period in the
Gaza Strip. This shortfall is attributed to Israeli intransigence, internal Palestinian

divisions, power asymmetries, and the duality of international positions.

The findings further indicate that the emergence of competing regional mediators—
most prominently the State of Qatar—effectively terminated Egypt’s exclusive role in
mediation efforts. Consequently, Egypt transitioned from a quasi-monopolistic
mediation approach to a networked, partnership-oriented model. This shift reconfigured
Egypt’s role from that of a central actor steering the conflict’s trajectory to a necessary

yet non-decisive participant.

The study recommends reconstructing the instruments of Egypt’s role within a long-
term strategic framework that connects mediation efforts to a clearly defined political
pathway grounded in international legitimacy. This approach aims to sustain Egypt’s
regional influence while avoiding an exclusive dependence on crisis-management

strategies.

Keywords: Egypt’s role, Palestinian cause, Al-Agsa Flood, international mediation,

foreign policy, regional mediators



