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Experience in field work represents the essential
difference between the Sociology and Social Work
programs in the Social Sciences Department in
Bethlehem University. The field work training program
in Social Work constitutes an integral program which
aims to prepare the students to deal with social cases at
both the preventive and therapeutic levels. On the other
hand, the Sociology major concentrates on the
theoretical aspects, which provide the essential
background for students to study society. Since this
training program is not available to Sociology students,
this has created a clear gap in the readiness of
Sociology graduates to go out into the field and face the
social realities. This difference has also led to
unrealistic expectations from Sociology graduates by
individuals, institutions and the society.

This research aims to create opportunities for sociology
students to interact with local social institutions through
a course in social stratification. The course will present
social differences as a human and historical
phenomenon arising for a variety of reasons and having
specific dimensions and implications on society and the
interaction within that social system. The course will
also investigate actual examples from the Arab society
and the Palestinian society in particular. It will also
provide students with the opportunity to work with field
experts to sharpen their practical experience in dealing
with problematic cases. The course also provides
practical steps for instructors to help them deal with
evaluation procedures, determine needs and document
enquiries as well as analyzing and interpret statistics.

The results of this research will contribute to the
refinement of the personal and professional
characteristics of Sociology major students and the
reinforcement of their role towards social change. The
results will also help redesign the Sociology program
and ensure the enhancement and shaping of the
students' experience with the local society.
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