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Abbasid State in the Reign of Caliph al-Muktafi Ali Bin Ahmad
(289-295 H/902-908 A.D)

By
Shafi Abdullatif Mohammad Bsharat
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Dr. Amer Al-Qubbaj

Abstract

Al-Muktafi Billah, Abu Mohammad, Ali Ibn Ahmad Al-Mu'tadid Billah
was born in (264 A.H/ 877 A.D). He was raised under the care of his father
and his grandfather, Al-Muwaffaqg Billah, who dedicated Ibn Abe Al-Donia
— one of the finest scholars of that era- to enrich and discipline him so he
gained a unique level of culture and literature. He was a father of more than
a son, who all played important roles in the Abbasid Caliphate political and
civilized history. His father, Al-Mu'tadid Billah, enrolled him in many ruling
matters, especially after he assigned the state of Al-Jibal to him, and then he
was the ruler of Qinnasrin as well as the capitals and the island. After that
and in the year of (289 A.H/902 A.D) when his father passed away, he
became the caliph. But the caliphate he inherited was suffering of division
movements so his first mission was to regain the unity, later on, that was his
most prominent achievement in this field because he succeeded in reuniting

Al-Sham and Egypt to the state.

Al- Muktafi began his reign by killing the commander Badr Al- Mutadidi,
then many revolutions started in several states, but most of them were weak,
except Al- Khaleeji revolution in Egypt. Al- Muktafi era witnessed the final
years of Ismailism, but Al- Muktafi couldn't capture the Ismailism Imam,

Obied Allah Al- Mahdi who managed to flee from Salamiyah to The
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Maghreb and then launched the Fatimid Caliphate in (296 A.H/ 909 A.D).
Zokrawieh and his sons ruled the Qarmatians in Al- Sham and Irag, and
started many revolutions that ended with huge failure and with the killing of
its leaders, Zokrawieh included, while the Qarmatians of Bahrain, led by
Abu Saied Al- Janabe, achieved notable successes that ended with the
independence of Bahrain in (290 A.H/ 903 A.D). Although Ismailism
managed to make big successes in Yemen in the era of Al- Muktafi, but it
lost all of what it gains after the counter revolution by Ali ibn Al- Fadhl (297
A.H/ 910 A.D). Al- Mukafi followed his predecessors step by approving the
sovereignty Samanid over their territories. In exchange, the Samanid leader
Ismail ibn Ahmad strengthened his relationships with the Abbasid
Caliphate. Talking about the Tulunids, as soon as they started to weakened,
Al- Muktafi Billah take the advantage of this and eliminated it in the year of
(292 A.H/ 905 A.D). On the other hand, the increase of the power of Abu
Abdullah Al- Sheae in The Maghreb made the Aghlabids prince Zeyadtu
Allah the Third strengthen his relationship with the Abbasid Caliphate,

hoping the he will get the Caliphate to help him in their war.

In his reign, there were few encounters between the Abbasid Caliphate and
the Byzantine Empire. The most prominent victory between these
encounters was the conquest of Thessaloniki city by the Islamic navy in (291
A.H/ 904 A.D). Then both of the nations agreed more than once to the
exchange of the prisoners deal, especially in (292 A.H/ 905 A.D) and (295
A.H/908 A.D). Externally, the Caliph hosted the ambassador of Prince

Bertha of Savoy in (293 A.H/ 906 A.D). Civilizational, Al- Muktafi Billah
C



has a financial method of saving and cutting the expanses so the financial
status and the economic situation flourished. On the other hand and in that
era, Abbas Ibn Al- Hasan succeeded Al- Qasim Ibn Obied Allah in ruling
the ministry and both of them were had great influence and enriched the
state. The military also did his part efficiently without participating in the
political matters. Al- Muktafi Caliphate also has such great gadis (judges)
who enriched and created an atmosphere of integrity and independence. As
his successor, the Caliph- before his death in (295 A.H/ 908 A.D) chose his

brother Jafar, and he was



