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Abstract

This study addresses the legal effects of the decisions issued by the Palestinian
Authority in light of Corona pandemic regarding work contracts. This pandemic
has prompted all countries of the world, including Palestine, to take a series of
administrative measures aimed at limiting the spread of this virus. These
measures have resulted in a major economic crisis in various economic activities
and sectors, with the labor sector being particularly affected. This pandemic and
the accompanying measures have placed employment contracts in exceptional
circumstances, which have shaken the labor relations, and created direct legal
disputes regarding the rights and obligations of the parties involved. In order to
address this issue, the study used a descriptive-analytical approach, involving a
review and analysis of the texts of the Palestinian labor law, as well as the texts
of the Civil Judgments Code, which serves as the Civil Law in Palestine. It also
examines the application of these laws in light of the measures implemented
during the pandemic and compares them with legislation in Jordan and Egypt.
The study aims to yield desired results and recommendations that serve the

purpose and help elucidate the general approach to dealing with this pandemic.

Through the study, it has become evident that employers have the right to refuse
granting annual leave to workers during Corona pandemic if their presence at
work is essential for job requirements. However, when assigning workers to
work under these circumstances, employers must prioritize the workers' well-
being and provide necessary prevention and protection measures. In all cases, a
distinction must be made between the impact of the spread of Corona pandemic
on workers whose job nature requires their presence during this period,

considering the implementation of pandemic-related decisions, and those who,
b



according to the implementation of these decisions, have ceased their work. The
criterion for the latter is the possibility of payment based on the specific nature of
their work.

Moreover, if it is possible, by following the announced protection and prevention
measures, to work remotely without the fear of exposing the workforce to Corona

virus, then Corona pandemic in itself cannot be deemed an uncontrollable force.

The study concluded with several key recommendations, the most important of
which are as follows: There is a necessity to organize the provisions of force
majeure and emergency circumstances in a special manner that aligns with the
specificity of employment contracts, explicitly stipulating them within the
employment contract itself. One more important recommendation is the need to
grant the worker who continues to work amidst the spread of the Corona
pandemic a bonus for hazardous work regardless of the nature of the work.
Additionally, there is an obligation to establish specific provisions for remote
work within the framework of the Labor Law, considering that not all sectors are

capable of implementing remote work arrangements.

Keywords: Corona pandemic, Emergency circumstances theory, Force majeure,

Labor contracts, Exceptional measures.



