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Abstract

The main aim of this study is to identify the degree of awareness of the
principals and teachers of vocational schools of the skills of the twenty —
first century in the Governorates of the Northern West Bank from their
point of view. The study also aims to identify the obstacles facing the
principal of vocational schools in applying the twenty-first century skills
and to identify the ways to confront these obstacles that prevent the
application of such skills. In addition, the study aims to examine the impact
of the variables (gender, educational qualification, specialization, years of
professional experience, directorate) on the response of teachers and
principals of vocational schools in their degree of awareness of the twenty-

first century skills.

In order to achieve the objectives of the study, a quantitative and qualitative
approach was used through two tools; questionnaire and interview. The
population of the study consists of (179) male and female teachers and (6)
principals of vocational schools. The sample of the study is (122) male and
female teachers and (4) principals in vocational schools. The questionnaire
data was analyzed using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences

program (SPSS).



The results of the study tool (the questionnaire) showed that the total
degree of the domains of the professional school teachers’ awareness oof
the twenty-first century skills is (4.24), which is a very large degree. Also,
there are no statistically significant differences at the level (a <0.05) in the
degree of awareness of the principals and teachers of vocational schools of
the skills of the twenty — first century in the Governorates of the Northern
West Bank from their point of view, according to the variables of gender,
educational qualification, directorate, and specialization. With that said,
there are statistically significant differences at the level (o <0.05) in the
degree of awareness of the principals and teachers of vocational schools of
the skills of the twenty — first century in the Governorates of the Northern
West Bank from their point of view, according to the years of experience

variable.

The qualitative results of the interview showed that the highest percentage,
with regard to the degree of the principals’ awareness of the twenty-first
century skills, was the school students’ acquisition of technological and
creativity skills. It should be noted here that they are among the twenty-first
century skills and are the most important skills for the labor market, where

the degree of response was (100%).

The results also showed that the obstacles facing the principals of
vocational schools in empowering the twenty-first century skills among
vocational school students are related to infrastructure, followed by the lack

of some faculty members possessing the necessary skills and the limited



financial support from the government. Indeed, this is followed by the
limited counseling at a rate of 25%, and then the lack of proper educational
planning and the lack of conviction of some teachers of the need to keep
pace with new developments. Further, the ways necessary to overcome the
obstacles facing the principals of vocational schools in empowering the
twenty-first century skills and to improve the infrastructure require a great
deal of time and effort. The obstacles can be reduced through training
courses and workshops, the demand for increased material and moral
support, and attention to improving the role of counseling in the

educational process.

Based on the results of the study, the researcher proposes several
recommendations; the most important of which are as follows: Conducting
training courses to develop the performance of school principals and
teachers, aiming to develop teacher training programs so as to raise the
level of their teaching performance in light of the twenty-first century
skills; developing educational policies that support the roles of school
principals and teachers. Such policies depend on the use of information and
communication technology to achieve the goals and outputs of education in
line with the needs of the labor market and in accordance with the twenty-

first century skills.



