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Abstract

Religious parties were established in Israel before the occupation of Palestine in 1948 as
they were divided between Haredi religious parties and Zionist religious parties. The
role of these parties developed after the 1967 war, and the occupation of the West Bank
and Gaza. Shas Party is considered one of the most important oriental Haredi religious
parties, which was established and established in 1984 after its split from the Agudath

Israel Party. Shas did so because of the feeling of the persecution of the Oriental Jews

within the mother party, Agudath Israel. Since then< Shas has been successful in
presenting itself in the Israeli political life.

This study aims to identify the role played by Shas in the Israeli political life from 1948
to 2021 especially their position from the Palestinian issue. It had participated in the

majority of governments except for the twenty-sixth government, the thirty-third

government, the thirty-third government« and the thirty-sixth government as it was

represented in all Knesset sessions and obtained 17 seats in the fifteenth Knesset

keeping its essence.

This study used two main approaches: The descriptive Analytical and the historical to

track the historical changes that occurred to Shas party during that period.

This study found out that Shas party like, all other religious and secular Israeli parties,
tends to practice extremism against the Arab, and Palestinian issues. It rejected the
establishment of the Palestinian state on the land of Palestine as it considered this state
as a great danger to the existence of Israel. Also, Shas considers Haredi party as the
opposition to the ideas of Zionism. Still, it considered Zionism as the best partner to
achieve its interests. In addition, Shas refused to coexist with the Arabs since it found a
place for itself on the political map being considered the core of the formation of

coalitions and governments.

Keywords: religious parties; Political life, Shas party.
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