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Abstract

This study attempts to identify the psychological and the social
impacts of the detention on the freed Palestinian female prisoner’s families.
To measure these impacts, the study uses specific variables such as kinship,
marital status, detention duration, education, age, number of family
members of female prisoners, gender, and the status of female detainee

(freed or under arrest).

The study follows the descriptive approach; it covers the families of
the released Palestinian female prisoners in the Northern West Bank
governorates. The sample of the study included 30 families which were
selected using the random stratified sampling method. A questionnaire was
distributed to the sample members. Moreover, the validity of the
questionnaire was verified by a specialized committee form An-Najah
University; the coefficient of stability was obtained by using the coefficient

of internal consistency Kronbach Alfa.

The results show that there are social effects for detention on the
released female prisoners' families. In addition, the husbands of the freed
women prisoners stated that they find it difficult to accept the idea that their

wives spent prison terms. The husbands feel great pain due to the arrest of



the Wife whom they consider as the most important contributor to the

stability of their families.

The results also show that there are significant psychological effects
for the detention experience on the released female prisoners' families. The
respondents cited major effects such as living constantly in stress, lack of
psychological security, insomnia, and health problems. Furthermore, the
results indicate that there are no statistically significant differences at (0.05)
among the respondents with regard to the social and psychological impacts
of the detention experience on the released prisoners’ families attributed to
the demographic variables, such as kinship, marital status, education,
prisoner status, or order in relation to other siblings. However, there are
statistically significant differences (at 0.05) among the respondents with
regard to the social and psychological effects on the released prisoner’s
families attributed to the detention duration. The study recommends that
civil society organizations or relevant government offices conduct periodic
advisory and awareness programs for the prisoner’s families to help them

overcome the social and psychological impacts of the prison experience.



