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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the circumstances of refugees in Qalgilya and examine their
role in promoting sustainable development amid the political, economic, social, and
environmental challenges they encounter. Additionally, it seeks to identify the factors
that restrict and impede their participation in development processes and to propose

potential opportunities to strengthen their involvement within the local community.

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach and is grounded in two theoretical
frameworks: social capital theory, which emphasizes the significance of relationships
and community networks, and empowerment theory, which concentrates on enhancing

individuals’ capacities to make critical decisions impacting their lives.

The findings indicate that refugees in Qalqgilya encounter significant economic
challenges, including limited employment opportunities, a lack of effective
development programs, and inadequacies in educational, training, and healthcare
services. These issues are exacerbated by rapid population growth and the

comprehensive siege imposed on the city.

However, the text highlights the proactive role of refugees, particularly in reinforcing
social bonds through the preservation of identity and national belonging. Additionally,
refugees surmount challenges to integration within the host community; despite limited

resources, they actively engage in various environmental and agricultural initiatives.

The text advocates for the initiation of policies and development programs that
encompass multiple facets of life, with the objective of more comprehensively
integrating refugees into planning and implementation processes, as well as enhancing
the quality of services provided. Furthermore, it emphasizes the necessity of developing

contemporary training programs that align with labor market demands and fostering



effective partnerships between governmental and civil institutions. These measures aim

to empower refugees and optimize their contributions to local development.

Keywords: refugees, sustainable development, social capital theory, empowerment,

Qalqgilya, community participation



