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MANAGEMENT OF THE CULTURAL HERITAGE RESOURCES
CASE STUDY OF SABASTIA

ABSTRACT

The cultural heritage resources should be a source of pride for the living generation as
it was for their ancestors and it will be for the coming generations. It reflects the
identity of a nation and make it special among other nations. Taking care of this
legacy must be the responsibility of each member of the nation.

Sabastia has been taken as a case study for the management of the cultural heritage
resources well, because of the special cultural heritage resources and history the town
has. The study explains how the planning model for managing the cultural heritage
resources can be implemented, and how from this can we know the threats on the
cultural heritage. Moreover the opportunities of the site/resource, the strength and
weakness points of the site. From this we can get the reasons for the degradation of
the cultural heritage resources and how this affected the town badly through ages.

The three strategies were chosen to develop the town depending on the previous analysis. It
can be seen that all these cannot be done at the same time, but they will be implemented up to
money, time, and technicl priortiies. So there will be a short term plan, action, emergency
plan, and long term plan,
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Chapte

et EERE R D

1.1 Prologue

The world’s cultural legacy consists of rich archaeological and historical
sites. Unique historical structures tell us the way our ancestors lived and
worked. Much of our responsibility to preserve cultural property stems
from the fact that the present generation likes, no past generation, is
uniquely able to destroy much of that legacy within the time of our
children. Exponential population growth, coupled with powerful
technologies and industrialization, is causing serious cultural crises akin
to the crisis of decreasing biological diversity. The loss of cultural
property is particularly a cute in areas rich in preserved cultural artifacts,

irreplaceable cultural sites are damaged daily.

Economic development should preserve and encourage the study of
cultural property for many reasons:
1-The knowledge and understanding of the people’s past can help
the inhabitants to develop and sustain national identity and to
appreciate the value of their own culture and heritage.
2-Development of cultural properties can have significance
benefits for a nation’s industry. Tourism represents a considerable
percentage of income and foreigner exchange earnings in many
countries.
3-The preservation and study of cultural property can be very
useful in the successful design of present and future economic
development projects.
4-The destruction of a site is irreversible. The stock of sites is
unique and nonrenewable, once destroyed or otherwise destructed

the site cannot be replaced.
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1.2 Defining the Problem

The problems of the cultural heritage sites and properties in Palestine -in
general- and Sabastia in particular are the same, as the whole territory is
living under the same conditions whatever they are positive or negative.

Sabastia has many problems that affect the cultural heritage resources
dramatically and as a result affect the tourism industry. One problem is
the political situation that influenced and affected the whole territory, and
it is one of the main obstacles for degradation of the cultural heritage
resources and tourism. The town suffers from the political situation
before and after coming of the Palestinian National Authority (PNA).
That before the PNA, the whole area had many political problems as the
Intifada and other wars which influenced tourism not only in Sabastia but
also all round the territory as the tourists were afraid of this. After the
establishment of the PNA, the West Bank was divided into administrative
and security zones A, B and C. Sabastia archaeological site is under the
zone C. This means that the administration and management of the site

and development of it is under the control of the Israelis.

Also the archaeological site suffers from neglecting, misusing and
damaging by misadministration of the site in the town that through years
there were different administrations, and each one had its own way of
administrating the site. The residents are another factor, as they see that
the cultural heritage resources are obstacles to their extension,
development and erecting new buildings because under the existing town
there is another one, benefit that some of them found a lot of remains and
they sold them to tourists. Lack of finance is one of the main and
important factors, to damage the heritage resources. Sometimes there are
proposals for developing cultural and rescuing these resources but

because of the lack of funding and supporting it is all cancelled. These
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problems can be summarized in one sentence ‘the lack of management
and planning of the cultural heritage resources’.

Other problems are the quality and quantity of the services and facilities
both in the archaeological and historical sites. They are not good enough
to serve the visitors who come to the town. Other problems are the

attitudes of the residents towards tourism.

The effect of these problems in the case of Sabastia -the cultural heritage
site is the historical old city and the archeological site- that it was not a
tourists attraction through the last ten years. There was a decreasing in the
number of the tourists visited the site in comparison with two years
before, and even this little number was not visiting the historical old
town, many important and strong civilization had passed through it, in
addition, that the remains of these civilization are unique and special, it is
expected that from the huge number visiting the town are not only visitors
but also researchers and students. The changing number of the tourists’
through specific year raised many questions about the reason behind

this?.

The site is not well preserved or protected, nothing was done to the site
since 1967 which affect the site badly and consequently affect the number
of tourists visiting the site. In November 1999 there was a small
maintenance program done by the Israelis National Park Authority and
the Department of Antiquity for the pathway from the theater up to the
summit, and some safety devices fences were added for dangerous areas.

Many scenarios and expectations were put by the responsible parties to
explain this decreasing number of visitors, but of course without any

proposals to solve the problem.
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The reason for the study

To conserve the historical, and archaeological sites (cultural heritage
resources) in Palestine for their economical and political values.

Working in Sabastia as an architect gives me the opportunity to know the
town well, and to understand the cultural heritage and the physical
development of the town, this helped me to watch the tourism situation in
the town and to collect the data needed for the research. Although the site
is very impressive with a very high potential to be a tourist attraction in
the whole area encouraged me to investigate the problems. In addition
working with the Ministry of Culture on P.I.S.A. Project for management
the cultural heritage sites, my colleges in this project encouraged me to
take Sabastia as a management-planning model of cultural resources
because it is a very important archaeologicél site and it suffers from many

problems that affect it dramatically.

All these, encourage me to study the and to investigate the existing
situation in order to clear the problems it suffers and to find some

solutions.

Objectives

The objectives are expected to be gained from this study are various,
among some of them are:
-To understand the philosophy of managing the cultural heritage
and the planning model for that.
-To examine the effects on the cultural heritage in general, and in
the town of Sabastia in particular.
- To apply a Sustainable Tourism approach in Sabastia. This will

indicate the increasing number of the visitors.
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-To know the residents attitudes towards tourism and tourist in the
town.
-To develop and up-grade the cultural heritage sites and buildings

in the town.

1.3 Notes on Methodology

The methods of this research include small, loosely designed, exploratory
investigations, highly structured national surveys, observations of
“natural” events, and the analysis of contrived experimental settings. (46)
Usually, the best study design is one that uses more than one research
method, taking advantage of their different strengths. That is what was

done in this research.

In collecting the data for the research many techniques were used as the
information were collected by observations in the site, interviews with
key figures, residents, guides and tourists, and from the secondary

resources as literature, T.V programs.

1.5 Qut line Of The Research

The main subject is management the cultural heritage of Sabastia, which
discussed in this thesis in different levels. This research is divided into six
chapters.

Chapter one is an introductory chapter giving a preview about the thesis

and some remarks.

Chapter two is the theoretical concepts of the management of the cultural
heritage its planning model which explains the steps it comes through to
investigate the management of the case study by discussing the key

interest groups. The historical background, significance assessment,
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management assessment through the SWOT analysis in this case study
are discussed. Then defining the management policy and finally choosing

the strategies that will be used to develop the site after this step.

Chapter three explains the historical background of Sabastia; its location,
naming, investigation and restoration works had been done in the site.
The site importance, history, and the physical development of the town
through ages are clarified. The ruins are described. This all to understand

the town well so as to know the way it had development.

Chapter four discusses the research methods, which were used in this
research to answer the questions raised. First the purpose of the research
is clarified. The methods of investigation, which were used in this
research, were described, and how these methods were used. Finally the

obstacles faced the researcher during the fieldwork are listed.

Chapter five discuss the analysis and evaluation of the characteristics and
potentials of the town, which will be used in choosing the strategies for
development. These analyses depend mostly on the tools of investigations
to explain the characteristics of the town in the international, regional,
and local, in addition; the week and strong points of the potentials of the
town and the problems face their enhancement visitors. The effect of
tourism on the town is highlighted and developmenf of the site from the
point of view of the key figures, residents, guides and tourist. The data
used in this chapter is an updated data, which were needed to explain

some matters.

Chapter six chooses the strategies to enhance and develop the

archaeological and historical sites that depend on all previous chapters.
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1cludes conservation, up-grading and sustainable development.
> was discussed in details and how it used and implemented in

finally recommendations and scenarios for proposals to develop

are put down.
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“Cha pter T Theoretlcal and _Conceptual Bases of the-Management:
3 gn;;' ; Zﬁ% BT S ,

The conservation of a cultural site can be achieved only through a
comprehensive approach to management that takes into consideration all
values of the site. Conservation decisions are most effective when they
are based on the information gathered during a formal planning process
designed to identify appropriate management practices and actions

(Sullivan, 1998).

The planning method consists of a series of interrelated steps, undertaken

in a logical order and resulting in a management plan for the site (Fig

2.1). It provides a structure for approaching a complex situation and for
designing appropriate solutions intended to conserve the site’s cultural
significance. Planning requires an investment of both time and resources,
and its important to complete the process in its logical order to lay the
foundation for success in the management of the site.

The real value of the planning process is that it can be used to pull

together and strengthen local planning principles and practices.

2.1 Management plan

The goal of such plan is always to protect and conserve the cultural
significance of the sites through appropriate management decisions, and
also to protect actions that prevent or slow the deterioration of the site,
whether that deterioration is physical or, rather, relates to the loss of other

cultural values.
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Identifying and involving
key interest groups

-All the people and
institutions having an
interest in the site or having
influence over the

management

Significance assessment
-Establish values
-Develop formal statement
of significance

Documenting the history
of the site

-Survey

-[nventory

-Historical and
archaeological rerecord

Management assessment
-Document and assess
physical conditions.
-Establish constraints and
opportunities

asscssments

Defining management policy
-Statement of purpose, based on

Choosing management strategics
-Specific practices
-Operational procedures

Maintenance
strategics

Conservation
strategics

Visitor Other
management strategies
strategies

Implementation, monitoring, and reassessment

Fig (2.1): Planning Process for Management
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2.1.1 Cultural Heritage

Cultural heritage consists of those aspects of the past that people
preserve, cultivate, study, and pass on to the next generation. Those
achievements are embodied in material or “built” forms-sites, buildings,
land-use, monuments, art, and objects; or non material forms like social

practices and languages (Torre, 1998).

Cultural heritage valued in the past and is expected to be valued in the

future.

Cultural heritage conservation tends towards the spectacular what
monuments: architectural monuments and sites, artifacts of ancient
civilizations acquired both legitimately and illicitly, and fragments of
distant and disparate cultures displayed out of context in the showcases of

national and regional museums and private collections (UNESCQO, 1995).

2.1.2 Cultural Heritage management

Has provided an umbrella under which many disciplines can be
regrouped. The necessity of considering the monuments as part of a
landscape requires a number of disciplines to be involved alongside the
contribution made by archaeologists, architects, surveyors, technical
officers and masons. It also requires the skills brought by each
practitioner to be fully recognized. It may be that the site team of the

future should comprise a smaller number of people with a broader range

of skills (Emirick, 1997).

The man’s cultural heritage should be conserved is not a thought shared

by all. There is a need for motivation and raising the general awareness

10
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towards conserving old buildings, monuments and historical districts, but
the philosophy of conservation has to be politically and socially
acceptable. In this understanding conservation is a process of

development rather than a step backward (Enam and Rashid, 1990).

Orderly planning and conservation of building and areas are difficult
where the directions of development depend on decisions taken by
numerous individual separately, on the bases of immediate needs, without
reference to a plan, policy or what others are doing. The urban form that
evolves in the absence of regulations or controls does not respect culture,
environment, public health or safety. Without adequate legislation, the
deterioration of historic areas will continue unabated and it will be
difficult to stem the tide of what is conceived of as ‘progress and

internationalism’.

Experiences in heritage conservation and management reside in a wide
variety of organizations and individuals worldwide. In convencing a
network-planning group, the World Bank recognizes the combined
potential strength of these organizations and individuals and seeks
opportunities for joint efforts. Collaboration is being sought through the
network as well as by agreements between institutions. The first of these,
an operational Partnership to Sustain Cultural Heritage, with the J. Paul
Getty Trust, was signed in November 1997. Other organizations, as well
as national government, are working on similar accords (World Bank,

1998).

2.1.3 Cultural polices

Defining and applying an effective cultural policy implies finding new

ways of holding together multi-ethnic societies by exploiting pluralism in

11
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new and different ways. It implies new ways of stimulating creativity in
politics and policy-making, in technology, in industry and commerce, in
education, in the media to reduce the information gap between the
“haves” and “have-nots”. It implies a better and fuller primary objectives
that must be taken to extend the focus of “culture” beyond the arts and
given culture towards as acceptance of dynamic diversity of individual

and collective attitudes (UNESCO, 1995).

2.2 The Planning process for conservation of the cultural

heritage:

In Sabastia, the case study was chosen, the planning process, which is
adapted to conserve the cultural heritage resources is the same mentioned
previously, but taking into consideration the steps that work with the

special situation of the town (Fig 2.2).

2.2.1 Identifying and involving key interest groups

Any plans for the future of a cultural site will not work unless all the key
players are in the conceptualization of the plan and feel that they
participate in the ownership of the proposed outcomes. In this
understanding, we can identify that Key players are those for whom the
site has value, those who have important information about it, and those
who can influence its management, e.g. archaeologists, architects and
identify people from city governments, tourists authorities, local
communities and tour organizations as well as foreign and local scholar

and other experts such as conservators (Fig 2.3).

The next step of planning process is to identify representatives of all the

key interest groups, bring them together and hear their concerns, as this
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Identifying key
groups or partner

Significance
assessment

Defining
management
policy

A planning Model for the Management the Cultural Heritage of
Sabastia

Documenting the -

history of the site

Management
assessment

Choosing
management
strategies

Fig (2.2): Planning Process for Management
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Identifying key
groups or partner

-Any plans for the future of a cultural site will not work unless all
the key players are in the conceptualization of the plan and feel that

they participate in the ownership of the proposed outcomes.

-Key players are those:
-Whom the site had value
-Who have important information about the site

-Who can influence its management

-In Sabastia

-Sabastia upgrading committee
The Governorate of Nablus was responsible about his committee and
invited all the parties that should be involved to share inthis
committee, and all of them are expected to have the ability to help the

upgrading.

Fig (2.3): Identifying key figures
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step will broaden understanding of the value of the place, as well as of
opportunities and constraints, This step can also win new friends and

supporters for the conservation of the site.

In the United States and Europe, volunteers and non- — professionals have
historically played an important role in the instituting and supporting
historic preservations. Another important step in the creation of such
movement is the training of young professionals. The University of
Jordan has established a Master’s Program at the Department of
Architecture in a participation of the growing awareness concerning
historic preservation. This program encourages research and the
dissemination of information, this provide a future generation of trained
professionals who will become the backbone for preservation practice in

Jordan (Mahadin, 1993).

In Jordan, also international agencies continue to support the growth of
historic preservation (e.g. UNESCO, ACOR, USAID) and other

numerous French, German, British and Italian organizations.

Archaeologists with official permission to investigate a site as their
primary interest the building of intellectual theories to explain the
physical features that are revealed. Traditionally, while these experts are
the most knowledgeable about a site’s scientific significance, they might
not know much about how to protect the site from visitors, or from simple
exposure- or how to tell the story of the site in terms accessible to the
general public. Interestingly, archaeologists have also traditionally been
impenitent with the idea of welcoming the public into “their” site, since

they can often see the visitor as a distraction and a liability. It seems
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reasonable; therefore, to consider the site archaeologists as an important
member of the group involved in creating a plan, but not as the only
person. Another point is to ensure the full involvement of creators and
their professionals organizations in the realization of this new vision.
Morevef, there should be ways to promote exchange and dialogue
between individuals, the community and countries on the basis of shared
values. One of the good steps is to give recognition to women’s
achievement in culture and development and ensure their participation in
the formulation and implementation of cultural polices at all levels. The
strategy is to directly involve citizens and local communities in heritage
programs and establish a list of best practices for heritage polices (Torre,

1998).

Also to intensify co-operation between government, the business sector
and other civil society organizations in the field of culture by providing
the latter with appropriate regulatory frameworks.

Finally, invite local authorities to commit more funds to cultural activities
and encourage them to strengthen their role in the field of cultural

development (Torre, 1998).

The Nablus Governorate took the responsibility to establish a committee
called “Sabastia Upgrading Committee”, that will take the responsibility
to develop Sabastia to be a tourist attraction town, and to enhance the
social and economical situation of the residents, the Governorate invited
all parties that should be involved to share in this committee, and all of

them are expected to have the ability to help the upgrading.

The board had met many times in the Meeting Room of the Governrate to

study the existing situation of the town and to decide the needs, and each

16

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



member took a responsibility to prepare the projects and papers for
upgrading the town, that will be ready to the workshop that will be held

in November in Sabastia.

2.2.2 documenting the history of the site:

The goal is to identify, locate and document all the background
information about the site, such as history, research and documentation.
This task can include research into the site’s history, and the
commissioning of an overview of the site’s archaeological history. The

regional and cultural context should also be defined.

This information must be summarized, refined, “highlighted and put in
context the developments of the site. Where there is information about the
research and conservation work on the site, it can be used to reconstruct
the intervention history and to explain the site’s current condition and
configuration.

This will be explained in details for the case of Sabastia in Chapter Three.

2.3 Significance assessment:
The significance of a site is usually multifaceted, and any management
plan must consider all values and resolve potential conflicts between

them.

Some of the categories used to describe the significance of a site are
aesthetic, social, scientific, historic, or other special values. A
significance assessment should involve a careful analysis of all of these

values.
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The values of a site may sometimes be seen to conflict with one another,
but wise management can achieve a balanced protection of the values.
Social value as a source of pride to the peoples of the region, and its

values as an educational tool for them and for other visitors.

Conversely, archaeological investigation for ‘“scientific” reasons can
expose fragile, beautiful, and historically important remains that are then

subject to rapid deterioration.

Local attitudes toward the site must be well understood, since they are
crucial to significance assessment and to management. Moreover,
articulation and recognition of a particular set of values for a site is only
the first step necessary to ensure their protection. Any threats to these
values must be understood, and a plan must be devised to anticipate and

mitigate them.

Often the main value of cultural property lies in the scientific information
that can be gleaned from its study (Goodland, Webb, 1997). A useful
cultural property component is the scientific study of the area, because
the procedures of archaeoiogical and palenotological study normally are
precise and demanding, development projects are best located away from
an important study the site adequately. When it is not possible, despite
best efforts, to locate the project away from the site, a second-best
alternative is to phase the project so as to allow time for a telescoped

scientific investigation, termed salvage or rescue.

Values are best expressed by someone who believes in them. Value can
be understood more clearly if some of the possible meanings of the word

in this context are enumerated. Value can be equated with usefulness if
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the place can be used for productive purposes (Torre and Lean, 1998)

(Fig 2.4).

2.3.1 Scientific value

Scientific value it might be useful or significant now or in the future for
the archaeological community. This judgment might be made because the
site holds important evidence for some newly understood feature of
ancient culture and has not yet been excavated and thus not yet damaged.
Certain threats can ultimately destroy these values. One way in which
scientific value could be compromised, for example, would be if a new
visitors center were built on top of a site before archaeologists were able
to understand the place through excavation and protection of its unique

evidence.

2.3.2 Educational value
Many groups appreciate the educational value of sites; thus, educational
value is the common ground among most of the constituencies. A site can
provide lessons on history, cultural expression, art, architecture, social
development, and conflict, and such lessons can benefit the specialist
archaeologists, the tourism officials, the general public, and even the
developers (Torre and Lean, 1998).

523534
The educational value of a site would be compromised if archacologists
were allowed to excavate so much of the site that nothing would remain
of its features for interpretation to the public.
If aesthetic value could be endangered if, for example, new constructions
were to obstruct the ancient view of a mountain in the distance-part of the

meaning and beauty of the site.
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Significance

assessment
, I !
Scientific Educational Cultural
values values values
A
-Site can provide lessons -Cultural values may be
on history, cultural grouped in “identity values”
express are, architecture, that are based on recognition
and social development, - and may be symbolic,
-This can benefit the sentimental, and nationalistic.
specialist, archaeologists, -Site management can
tourism officials, general conserve all the cultural values
public, and the | of a heritage site,
developers.

Fig (2.4): Significance values of the site
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In some instance, the difference in reasons that a site is valued by certain
groups generates conflict, and a complete destruction of the site and its
significance can take place if any changes to the site are made without an
understanding of their impact on the site, and in the absence of sufficient
resources for site management and protection. In situation that embodies
such conflicts, a process that can guide management decisions is

potentially highly useful.

The interpretation and presentation of archaeological sites to the public
are woefully underdeveloped both in theory and in practice. Site without
information for visitors are not easily understood by no specialists.

Guidebooks available in the site are useful. Well-informed guides are
often excellent diplomats who represent the site, the importance of
protecting it. Good interpretation not only enhances the educational value
of the site but also has many other salutary effects on visitor. Informed
visitors are far more likely to avoid damaging a site, for they can quickly

develop a protective attitude about a place that means something to them.

Archaeological sites draw scholar who hope to decipher the history of
ancient cultures from evidence they excavate. Such sites are places of
beauty and mystery that draw fascinated visitors from all over the world.
They are the property and economic resources of particular nations, and

yet subject to interest and involvement of citizens from around the world

(Lean, 1995).

The value of archaeological sites from the perspective of a conservator of
sites the interest of tourism is clear; they have a client, the tourist. They
have to bring more visitors, for long time, and make them spend more

money. Archacology in this case is a tool and is used by developing the
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sites, making them more attractive, and presenting them. For tourism,

archaeology 1s an economic resource (Torre and Lean, 1998).

For the conservator, archaeological objects and sites are not tools or
means by which other purpose is achieved. It is the purpose itself. That is
why we can say that the conservator does not have a client, he has a
patient. The conservator responsibility is to conserve the archaeological
site in the best way he knows (Solar, 1995)

The conservator’s responsibility is to conserve the archaeological site in
the best way he knows-for the cultural value of the site, for the
conservator the site is a non-renewable cultural resource, and his

responsibility ts to preserve that resource and its cultural value.

2.3.3 Cultural values

The values that are associated with cultural heritage resources are
generally extrinsic to the resource itself. Such values range from cultural
and historical, to contemporary socio-economic and use values, and may
even change over time. Monuments, ensembles or sites may also be
considered to have outstanding universal value either due to their specific

intrinsic qualities or as representatives of a significant class of heritage

(WHO).

Cultural values may be grouped in ‘identity values’ that are based on
recognition and may be symbolic, sentimental, nationalistic, etc.

Management of cultural heritage needs to be seen in the more general
context of economic and development planning. It should be based on the

clear definition of resources, their qualities and values, on continuous

monitoring of the state of conservation, and on regular maintenance and -

upkeep strategies. The management process is a multidisciplinary
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activity; qualified professionals should undertake it. The assessment of
available resources and needs should form the basis for defining the
requirement for training and technical cooperation at national, regional

and international level.

Site management can conserve all the cultural values of a heritage site.
One recommended management process consists of: documentation of
the place or site; identification of all its values, assessment of the
management context, and the design management objectives and
strategies which provide realistic solutions to the long term conservation

of cultural significance (Sullivan, 1995).

2.4 Management assessment

A useful way of understanding the management environment at the site —
away that is often advocated by management specialist is to undertake a
quick analysis of the strength and weakness and consequently of the
opportunities and threats of the management environment —~(SWOT
analysis). By looking in some detail at budgets and staffing, visitor
numbers and physical problems, local political and government policy,
we can identify them.

The SWOT analysis was chosen, because it is the most used method in

Palestine by the national and NGO’s institutions (Fig 2.5).

2.4.1 Strength points/ attractions points

Architectural heritage is a matter of great pride, honor and sound of
inspiration for any nation. Hundreds and thousands of years ago, our
forefathers lived on this earth and expressed the best of their ability and

achievement in architecture with meager resources and experiences. In
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Fig (2.5): Management process (SWOT)
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this architecture they have preserved their message, message of life and
aspiration, thought and belief, emotion and feeling for us, the people of
today’s world. It is our scared duty to read out this message, to
understand and feel in heart and then to convey those to the future
generations. It becomes a matter of great appreciation to know how
intelligently our forefathers did solve most of their problems of habitation
in those old days. Their age-old achievement adds to our knowledge, one
may really feel proud to inherit a golden heritage, which no money of this

age can create or buy.

Imbued with a message from the past, the historic monuments of
generations and people remain to the present day as living witnesses of
their age-old traditons. People are becoming more and more conscious of
the unity of human values and regrad ancient monuments as a common
heritage. The common responsibility to safeguard them for the future
generations is recognised. It is our duty to hand them on in the full

richness of their authenticity (Venice Charter 1964).

Such cultural heritage sites are places of beauty and mystery that draw
fascinated visitors from all over the world. They are also property and
economic resource of particular nations, and yet subject to interest and
involvement of citizens from around the world. They are the source of the
stories of the past for the inheritors of that history, and to the citizens of

the future (Lean, 1995).

The protection of the archaeological sites and proper management is there
fore essential to enable archaeologists and other scholars to study and
interept it on behalf of and for the benefit of present and future, and this

protection can’t be based upon the application of archaeologists
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techniques alone. It requires a wider basis of professional and scientific
knowledge and skills. Its protection also should be integrated into
planning polices at international, national, regional and local level

(Charter for the protection and management of the archaeological

heritage, 1990).

In Sabastia the things that attracted the tourists (local or foreigner) are

somehow the same; the cultural heritage of the town which consists of the

archaeological site which is very special in its remains, and the historical

area and its historical buildings and its special architectural Turkish style

(Fig 2.6).

The town religious value is get from the two churches in the town one in

the historical area of the town and the other is in the archaeological site

and they both have the same name “Saint John the Baptist”.

The purpose of most archaeological inquiry is to develop reasonable and
well-supported answers to significant hypotheses. Archaeology as a
discipline intends to read the full range of evidence from a site (object,
context, architecture, and so on) and then to use the discoveries to further

knowledge that can or must be used to interpret the site for the public.

Throughout most of the world, the interpretation and presentation of
archaeological sites to the public are woefully undeveloped both in theory
and in practice. Good interpretation enables visitors to understand
archaeology and can convert them from puzzled tourists into advocates
for archaeological research and conservation.

Interpretation and presentation must be viewed and accepted as

obligations to the visitors —not only as means of attracting more tourists.
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Strength
points

-Architecture heritage is a matter of great pride, honor and sound of

inspiration for any nation

-In Sabastia the things that attracted the tourists:
-Cultural heritage resources (archaeological and historical site)
-Religious value

-Special landscape

-Safeguard and enhance the cultural heritage attractions:
-Strengthen efficiency in the cultural sector through training
schemes for national specialists and cultural administers and
managers, and provide equal opportunities for women in these
fields.

-Acknowledge the emergence of new categories in the area of
cultural heritage, such as the cultural landscape.

-Include and ensure the protection of buildings, sites,
ensembles and landscapes of cultural value.

-Provide communication networks, including radio, television
and information technologies, which serve the cultural and

educational needs of the public.

Fig (2.6): Planning Process for Management
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Guidebooks available on site are useful. The importance of protecting it
cause good interpretation not only enhances the educational value of the

site but also has much other salutary effect on visitors.

In Pompeii archaeological area (38), the some of fund allocated by the
(European Investment Bank) E.I.B for restoration work in the site and in
order to build new facilities: a sprinkler system surrounding the city;
lamps and cameras that are equipped with closed loop system for
supervising the entire archaeological area; electrical wires for alarm and
information systems that are placed in the archaeological city to visit.

With regard to tourism, in the latest years, around two million people
visited each year such a unique archaeological area (Pompeii). Some
improvements are thus urgently needed as to informative devices to
visitors. For the moment, visitors are provided only with some Italian and

English informative panels, displays, plans and maps.

Encourage the national authorities to adopt comprehensive approaches to
site management to assure significant, long-term benefits for the

conservation of the archaeological heritage in the Mediterranean region.

Awareness in conservation of cultural heritage and the “democratization”
(=tourism) of archaeological sites has to lead to a reevaluation with the

regard to presentation and interpretation of that heritage,

2.4.1.1 Sustainable development approach for the site

attractions
When we talk about ‘sustainable development’, we have to recognize that

it means considerably more than simply keeping intact the physical
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capital — the cash and resources — that generates income or increases it in

line with population growth and/or with technological development
(Vaccaro, 1997).

A sustainable development approach in the field of cultural assets, of
archaeological areas in particular, entails the endorsement of the
following principal:
-Different values are attributed to archaeological area in different
periods, depending upon the specific approach adopted by groups
and communities; social and economic values coexist with
elements of cultural, historical and archaeological identity;
-An appropriate management must ensure equilibrium among these
values;
-The use of the archaeological site as a resource must not endanger

the transmission of the historical and cultural values.

The transmission wealth of historical and material knowledge embodied
in the archaeological site is a fundamental public task;
-The pursuit of profitability in the various activities carried out on
the site follows market laws logic and is useful to enhance
development both at the local and national levels; however, part of
the proceeds must be reinvested in order to improve conservation
and knowledge;
-The quality of any management project has to be evaluated
depending upon the success met in respecting the special character
and fragility of the archaeological area;

-The main challenge consists in coupling quality and profitability.
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Promote activities designed to raise the awareness of the population and
decision- making bodies to the importance of taking into account cultural

factors in the process of sustainable development.

2.4.1.2 Safeguard and enhance cultural heritage attraction

values

-Strengthen efficiency in the cultural sector through training schemes for
national specialists and cultural administers and managers, and provide
equal opportunities for women in these fields (Torre, 1998).
-Acknowledge the emergence of new categories in the area of cultural
heritage, such as the cultural landscape, the industrial heritage and
cultural tourism,

-Include and ensure the protection of buildings, sites, ensembles and
landscapes of cultural value in urban and regional development plans,
programs and polices.

-Ensure that tourism is respectful of cultures and of the environment and
that the income it generates is also used for equitably preserving heritage
resources and for strengthening cultural development.

-Provide communication networks, including radio, television and
information technologies which serve the cultural and educational needs
of the public; encourage the commitment of radio, television, the press
and the other media to cultural development issues, such as the promotion
of local, regional and national cultures and languages, exploration and
preservation of the national heritage and promotion of the diversity of
cultural traditions and indigenous and national cultural identities, while

guaranteeing the editorial independence of the public service media.
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2.4.2 Opportunities:

Cultural heritage can provide people with opportunities to orient
themselves in relation to the past and in relation to one another. It can be
a source of great conflict and of powerful social cohesion. As such, it is
potent force that should not be ignored in any attempt to promote

sustainable development {Torre, 1998)

2.4.2.1 Economic opportunities

Cultural heritage, carefully preserved and protected, can contribute to
economic growth in developing countries, meeting the needs and interests
of poor communities and the broader society. Heritage can be a
development “asset”-a form of cultural capital that can provide
employment, generate income, and mobilize communities to alleviate
poverty. Economic and social development can put cultural capital at risk,
but it can also create opportunities for cultural heritage by means of local
research, education, documentation, and conservation are key ingredients
in increasing and maintaining cultural capital and supporting those local

institutions that enhance the process of development (Torre, 1993).
Both natural and cultural sites have become economic resources in many
parts of the world, and their economic potential is almost always realized

through tourism (Fig 2.7).

The use of ancient monuments for entertainment and social events brings

additional income to local population and authorities.

There is an increased awareness of the need to conserve the “ goose that
g

lays the golden egg”. Research and study must accompany this awareness
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Opportunities

Economic Opportunities
-Employment for the residents generates income.
-Economic and social development creates opportunities for
cultural heritage by means of local research, education,

documentation and conservation.

Conserve “goose that lays the golden egg”

Fig (2.7): Economic opportunities
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to further understanding of the dynamics of managing these irreplaceable
resources. There is no doubt that it is in the national interest and a high
priority to preserve them on both cultural and pragmatic economic

grounds.(27)

As one moves down, the typology in importance, it becomes harder to
justify the use of public funding sources. Public funds are fungible and
that investment, which goes into renovation or restoration, cannot be used
to grow food, educate children, or build essential roads.

Other sources of funding must be sought outside the public sector.
Several possibilities can be explored. Major private sector enterprises
might be approached to take on a specific place as an expression of their
good will to the community and for the favorable publicity it can
generate.

This type of public/private partnership is well within the spirit of
accepting the limits of government. The community itself offers

tremendous potential through private voluntary organizations.

One, now famous, example has been the conservation program in Mostar
Old Town in Yugoslavia. This town wide effort is also a public/private
partnership. A private voluntary organization was formed to undertake
the work and, in turn, has developed some financial support from the
assignment of certain local revenues. Here, the effort sought to bring back
the entire fabric, both social and economic, of the old town, largely
through the efforts of the inhabitants themselves. A critical lesson learned

was that the people must participate in the decision process.
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How often we have heard this in the context of settlement upgrading and
planning programs. Yet, still professionals with the government

organization often ignore the lesson.

The knowledge base is so important. We must maximize the
opportunities created by other investments to stimulate community action

and private enterprise investments in architectural conservation.

For Sabastia, this will be good opportunity, as the existing economical

situation of the residents and the town is very bad.

2.4.2.2 Cultural heritage opportunities

® Re-development of historic urban or rural areas that takes heel of built
and living cultural and natural legacies- and the employment, housing,
infrastructure needs and cultural priorities of the communities that inhabit
these areas; (Stern,1998). (Fig 2.8).

o Heritage and Eco-tourism management that provide serviced,
informative access to sites and fully involves local communities in site
management and the economic benefits of increased tourism;

e Indigenous people’s development programs that work through cultural
and economic empowerment of indigenous communities;

e Support to local and national cultural arts institutions as economic
assets and community development engines;

e Protection of cultural and natural heritage in environmental
Investments;

e Analysis of economic rational, financing options and development

impact of support for national and local cultural priorities;
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Opportunities

Cultural heritage Opportunities

¢ Re-development of historic urban or rural areas that takes heel of built
and living cultural and natural legacies- and the employment, housing,
infrastructure needs and cultural priorities of the communities that inhabit
these areas.

¢ Indigenous people’s development programs that work through cultural
and economic empowerment of indigenous communities;

e Support to local and national cultural arts institutions as economic
assets and community development engines;

e Protection of cultural and natural heritage in environmental
investments;

e Analysis of economic rational, financing options and development
impact of support for national and local cultural priorities;

e Private enterprise development that includes cultural enterprises, in
music, arts, and ethno-botanical; and

¢ Education investments that support museums, libraries, archtves, and
communications media in their role on transmitters and advocates of

culture and heritage.

Fig (2.8): Economic opportunities
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® Private enterprise development that includes cultural enterprises, in
music, arts, and ethno-botanical; and

¢ Education investments that support museums, libraries, archives, and
communications media in their role on transmitters and advocates of
culture and heritage.

Planning for adaptation of historic structures to the demand of tourism:
An essential step is to plan modern services for tourism, such as: guest
houses, restaurants, bars, information office, and there is a need to
undertake additional activities resulting from local demand (Paszucha,
1995).:

1. Historic structures must be adapted for tourists’ purpose; a new
general concept of the town must be created considering its streets,
green areas, and historic landscape. It is a basic condition to promote
the town, according to the demand of modern tourism.

2. Make use of the profits generated by tourism to be transferred to the
renovation of historic structures.

3. The necessity for creating a new image for promoting places of high
historic value. New original plans for visitors should be prepared in order
to help organize tourism in a functional way. This could add different and
interesting values to the tourist objects,

4. Tourism need to be guided and controlled because of the variety of
needs of visitors who differ in interests and demands, and will

therefore need separate visitor’s routes.

As provided by recent regulations as the “Sopintendenza Archaeologica
di Pompeii” autonomy- which came into force from October 1998- the
amount of money deriving from the on site sale of tickets and additional

services is now due to the Soprintendenza itself.
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Moreover, a new piece of legislation already in force, endows the
Pompeii Soprintendenza, with special powers and more flexible
intervention authority, as well as the possibility of re-investing the
proceeds of ticket sales into the conservation and enhancement of the site.
The resort to private sponsor can, moreover, result in the identification

other financial resources.

In Cyprus, for example, the tourism revenues constitute an important
source of funding for cultural conservation programs, the revenues from
the site like revenues in 1992 for a three sites are of particular importance

in the effort to maintain them and carry out further excavation.

Adapting the old buildings in Sabastia for the tourism demand, will be a
good opportunity for these buildings in conserving their cultural and

historical values, and of course, conserving the buildings themselves.

2.4.2.3 Social opportunities

Cultural polices should aim to improve social integration and the quality
of life of all members of society without discrimination.

Pay greater attention to the role of culture in social transformation

processes (Fig 2.9).

A special concern is the need to achieve a proper balance between
cultural heritage and tourism. The tourist industry is important as
arguably the fastest-growing industry in the world, but: care must be
taken to ensure that cultural tourism does not aggravate major urban

problems such as traffic congestion and air pollution in historic city
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Opportunities

Social opportunities
-Improve social integration and the quality of life of all
members of society without discrimination.
-Built heritage and cultural traditions are great source of social
cohesion and community prides.
-Encourage existing residential communities to serve as the
foundation of future community based on conservation bodies.

-Building awareness.

Fig (2.9): Social opportunitics

38

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



centers. Finally, measures must be put in place to promote and sustain
trade practices which protect craftsmen - the original procedures of

cultural artifacts (Torre, 1995).

Built heritage and cultural traditions are great source of social cohesion

and community pride World Bank, 1998).

2.4.2.4 Community development

-Redesign local wards to conform to territorial space found in

the traditional urban form.

-Encourage existing residential communities to serve as the
foundation of future community-based conservation bodies.

-Conserve bazaars and urban spaces with the active cooperation

as channels of addressing issues and problems and as a means

of counter-acting unsympathetic forces.

-Mobilize public opinion through information and education campaigns
carried out with government as well as private resources. |

-Offer training programs aimed at improvement of skills and of general
education, with particular emphasis on the needs of women, to improve
the present low skill/marginal employment that exists in many areas.
Coordinate future redevelopment in the city to guide employment trends

in desired directions.

2.4.2.5 Build Architectural Pride in the Community

The most important trend in development planning today is the
recognition that the government and public sector has real limits and

constrains on what they can do for the economy and for the people.
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2.4.2.6 Tourism opportunities

Both natural and cultural sites become important economic resources in
many parts of the world, and their economic potential is almost always
realized through tourism. The use of ancient monuments for
entertainment and social events brings additional income to local

populations and authorities (Fig 2.10).

Archaeology to tourism is a tool and is used by developing the site,
making them more attractive, and presenting them. For tourism,
archaeology is an economic resource. And its cultural value (solar, 1995).
The development of tourism can be a great economic opportunity for the
town. So a firm plan for the adaptation of historic places to tourists
demand must be prepared, the result of such adaptation should bring great
benefit. Then opportunities will present themselves for the care of historic
buildings, and also the possibility of the revitalization of the whole
historic complexes in the town. This, in turn, will lead to the
improvement in the economic situation of the inhabitants of historic

buildings and as a result, the general cultural level of the town.

Archacological sites, whose protection is costly, can survive through
income produced by tourists; therefore, protection of archaeological sites

and development of tourism go hand in hand (Giusti, 1995).

WTO (world Tourism Organization) carries out its duties through the

permanent advising and briefing of government agencies and of the

private tourism sector to increase world travel under wise and culture

friendly measures.
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Opportunities

Tourism
-Development of tourism is a tool and is used by developing the
site, making them more attraction and presenting them.
-Archacology and historic resources are economic resource.
-Adaptation of historic places to tourism demand will be
important in the economic situation of the inhabitants of

historic buildings l

As a result the general cultural level of the town will be

improved

Fig (2.10): Tourism opportunitics
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In particular, WTO follows closely the protection of archaeological sites
from international traffic in stolen artifacts and damage by irresponsible
tourists. WTO acts without discrimination in favor of archaeological
sites, whose protection is costly, can survive through income produced by
tourists; therefore, protection of archaeological sites and development of

tourism go hand in hand (Giusti, 1995).

Is gradually becoming one most important market segments in tourism
can be concluded from a simple shift motivation pattern of travelers.
Visiting cultural historical and archaeological treasures are becoming
more key motives now; this explains the growing success and the
potential of cultural tourism (Verbeke, 1993).
-Cultural Tourism has the image of adding value to the tourist
experience as a rule is easily associated with “quality tourism”.
-C T fits into the contemporary patterns of consumption tourism
ever in search of new products and experiences, which yield a high
satisfaction.
-C T allows for a wide product differentiation, which is needed to
met the growing market segmentation.
-C T opens perspectives for new destinations, which could not,

can’t benefit from the “Sun, Sand, and Sea” products.

Cultural motives are bringing large numbers of visitors to the city for a
day trip, for short holiday and to a lesser extent for a holiday. The urban
environment at least in some cities, seems to be highly appreciated as a
recreational setting in condition that the right mix of facilities, an
attractive range of tourist facilities is being offered. The synergetic
relationship between culture and the urban environment with its range of

facilities proves to be a valuable tourism.

42

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



Conservation of cultural heritage needs tourism revenues, this statement
can be questioned. Tourism revenues are only indirectly and partially

contributing to the financing of conservation actions (Verbeke, 1995).

The cultural heritage resources in Sabastia can be good tool for tourism
for their importance and values. By this they will be a source for

economical revenues,

2.4.3 weakness

If a neighborhood water supply and roads are being improved, the
economic environment for architectural conservation is also being
improved. Where the house market is strong, there is an opportunity at
rehabilitating residenttal building within the area. Where economic
growth is taking place, the economics created whereby architectural
conservation can also contribute to and benefit by the economic

activity.(27)

Ex-colonial powers often left their newly independent ex-colonies a
legacy of excellent heritage management legislation. During the two
centuries of rule the British endowed India with excellent protective
legislation and a well-organized antiquities service, both of which

continued after Independence in 1947,

The end of colonialism in the postwar period and the birth of new nations
have seen the promotion of archaeological management in a more
positive sense, however. Colonialism created a discontinuity in many of
these strata a continuous cultural identity within which the colonial period

was no more than an irrelevant episode. The supreme example of this
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Weakness

v

Services and
facilities

-In the
archaeological
site

-In the historical
site

Fig (2.11): Weakness
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phenomenon must surly be that of the former British colonial territory of

Southern Rhodesia, which elected on achieving its (Fig 2.11).

2.4.3.1 Services and facilities

We can see that the loss of the quality and quantity in services and
facilities influence the number of the tourists, Dr. Suhair Zaki Hawass
said: “the problems that faces the conservation of the cultural heritage in
the historical and highly density area in the heart center of Cairo: the
using of the vehicle, buses as a mode of transportation in the historical
site instead of using the simple transportation modes like the motorcycle
and the bicycle, this cause the pollution of the environment from car
emissions especially the CO3 which became CSO4 from humidity and
this causes the corruption in addition to the noise, vibrations of the

buildings (Hawass, 1993)

Sabastia suffers a lot from this problem as the existing services and
facilities are not good in quality and quantity. And they are not

compatible with the town’s architectural style (Fig 2.12).

2.4.3.2 Infrastructure

The old network of the strcets and transportation is one of the reasons that
cause damage to the historical and archaeological areas. Dr. Nae’la Tolan
mentioned that in her article “although the El-Moa’taz Street-locates in
the old city of Cairo- is a very important link in the area on its both sides
the residential buildings, commercial activities, and its significance
architectural -style, it is from its little width and the traffic congestion

which causes the loss in accepting both the traffic and pedestrian flow.
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Services and
facilities

In the historical site

-The residents and the key figures see that 66.7% from the tourist

who visited the archaeological site do not go to visit the historical

site.

-The reasons:

Percentage Reasons
50% They do not know about it
38.6% The guide did not tell them about it
3.8% The connection bath is not suitable
3.8% Problems in the guide books
3.8% The site is not conserved

-Why the guides do not visit the historical site

Percentage Reasons
50% They do not have time
21.8% They see that the historical site not a tourist
attraction
18% No good access to the historical site
9% [t 1s not mentioned in the guide books
2.2% For political situation

Fig (2.12): Services and Facilities
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This matter is one of the main reasons in regression of the area

(Tolan,1993).

Most of the streets and paths in old town, and the archaeological site in
Sabastia are asphalt. The motors cars and bikes enter these areas, and
cause pollution and damage to them, also there is no sewage system in the
town. The water network is very old, as it was done in 1964, so it needs

rehabilitation.

2.4.3.3 Political aspects

Occupation as in Sabastia, that is most of the town still under the Israeli
occupation knows as part C, and all what were found in Sabastia from
excavations or else were taken by them to the Israelis’ museums, or to
other sites belonging to them, and that is against the Recommendation on
the International Principles, Applicable to Archaeological Excavations
was held in New Delhi 1956, in its item 32 about excavations in the
occupied territory: “In the event of armed conflict, any Member State
occupying the territory of another State should refrain from carrying out
archaeological excavations in the occupied territory. In the event of
chance finds being made, particularly during military works, the
occupying Power should take all possible measures to protect these finds,
which should be handed over, on the termination of hostilities, to the
competent authorities of the territory previously occupied, together with

all documentation relating thereto (Fig 2.13).

2.4.4 Threats

As countries around the Mediterranean come to depend on income from

tourism; archaeological and cultural authorities are encouraged to make
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Political
problems

Occupation

Decreasing the number of the tourists

Stop the development

Putting obstacles for the residents in their developments

Administrative problems

Existing administration and the staff
During the Jordanian role
During the British role

Visitors fee to the site

Fig (2.13): Political problems
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Threats

-Archaeological
site

-Historical site
-Social threats
-Tourism
-Physical
threats

The Mediterranean countries depend on the income of tourism

¢So

Archaeological and cultural authorities are encouraged to make their

sites more attraction for visitors

lThis indicates
Reconstruction of architectural elements
Using of the ancient structures for cultural events
¢But
These activities can also destroy the values if they are implemented

without planners and coordination

Fig (2.14): Threats
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Threats to the archaeological sites:

-Increased land use and development

-Vandalism
-Public attitudes and lack of awareness
-Difficulties in legal enforcement

-Climate effects

In the historical site
-Modern development
-Improper modification
-Pollution
-Misusing the old houses

Social threats

Tourism

Fig (2.15): Threats to the archaeological and historical site
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for local inhabitants to use heavy machinery to access the site,
there by destroying ruins and destroying their archaeological
context with which to reference the artifacts.

This is the most threat for Sabastia, as most of the archacological
remains, had been stolen by the residents and the Israelis, and
moved to the Israeli museums

3- Public attitudes and lack of Awareness:

Many people who disturb sites are completely unaware of the law,
or do not understand the nature or value of an archaeological site,
Others are opportunists who mistakenly believe they will find
marketable antiquities.

In Sabastia the one can see the kids, and children playing on these
remains writing their names on these remains.

Only a public education program can prevent the consequences of
misinformation. This program must be multifaceted in order to
reach a large section of population. However, programs aimed at
school children are particularly important in order to produce

future generation of informed adults.

4-Difficulties in [egal enforcement: the remote location of the sites
adds to the difficulties olf policing illegal activities. Enforcement of
the current Jordanian antiquity laws would be inadequate since the
penalties are not severe enough to act as a deterrent. The maximum
fine for disturbing an archaeological site is 200 Jordanian diners.
The maximum sentence is one year, although imprisonment is a
rare occurrence. The Palestinian National Authority applies the

same as the Jordanian’s regulations and laws.

In Bangladesh responsibilities for the protection and preservation of

listed monuments, for excavation, survey, control of traffic in movable
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antiquities, regulating foreign excavation missions and establishing site
museurms, are entrusted by law to the Department of Archaeology and
Museums. It has to protect and conserve 229 protected monuments and
old sites for which about one million taka is annually allocated. This
imbalance between resources and the number of monuments and sites.
There are number of legal provisions to guide the Department’s
activities, such as the Antiquities Act 1968, the Archaeological Works
code of 1922. The pattern is more or less the same in India, Pakistan
and Sir Lanka, all introduced in British India about a hundred years
ago.

5- Deficiency in professional training: The lack of properly informed
professionals.

6- Lack of Documentation

7- Absence of an Adequate National Museums

8- Lack of planned conservation policy

9- tourism has had a major impact both on the. Archaeological
resource base and on the conduct of archaeology (Kirich, 1997), in
Hawaii an assessment of the extent of damage and destruction
resulting from tourism-related land development over the past two
decades has yet to be undertaken. The Kirch’s in this article conclude
a brief note with two suggestions for further research on the
relationships between tourism and archaeology in Hawaii: first, on the
use of the archaeological sites by the tourism industry, and second, on
the emerging political relationships between archaecologists, native
Hawatian activists, and land developers. Although developers
currently expend sustainable sum hiring archaeologists to survey and
salvage archaeological sites on land parcels slated for development.
Lip service is frequently given to the fact that archaeological sites are

also potentially valuable tourist attractions and educational resources,
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their sites more attractive to visitors. This can lead to the reconstruction
of architectural elements, the use of the ancient structures for cultural
events, and the proliferation of services for visitors. Presentation and use
of the site and development of tourism infrastructure can be legitimate
endeavors that enhance the values of a site. Yet their activities can also
destroy the values if they are implemented without planning and

coordination {Fig 2.14).

2.4.4.1 Threats to the archaeological sites
Ancient population settled in locations that were and continue to be
highly desirable and heir high vantage points; there is often strong

demand for land around heritage sites not yet protected by legislation (Fig
2.15).

There are many threats to the monuments, both above the ground and
underneath, the most commonly cited reason for deterioration of any
cultural heritage site is the lack of human and financial resources
available for site conservation and maintenance. Unfortunately, there are
few conservators, architects and archaeologists willing or able to
countdown the threats.
1- Increased land use and development: the most immediate threat
to historic site is physical destruction. The pace of land
development has accelerated at an alarming rate, both in Private
and Public sectors. It will become difficult to monitor these sites
and insure that there is no archaeological fabric present.
2- Vandalism: local inhabitants searching for artifacts often
distribute archaeological sites. These artifacts inevitably end up on
the illegal antiquities market, which continues to flourish despite

laws prohibiting their sale. It is not uncommon in some rural areas
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but only very rarely does the developers proceed to the
implementation of a preservation and interpretation plan for
archaeological sites on resort property. The reason for the neglect of

such a valuable resource base is unclear and deserves further study.

Heritage is threatened by uncontrolled tourism, pollution, poverty, war,
limited resources, lack of knowledge and the ironic twin perils of either
over-development (careless and controlled by powerful outside economic
forces or local elite) or total lack of development (which allows precious

cultural resources to be lost, perhaps forever, through neglect).

An intensive, widespread and coordinated effort is required for
publicizing these conditions, and for explaining the dimension and
meaning of the loss. Advocates for protection of cultural heritage must
present the case to a wide variety of audiences from governments, to
developers, the military, lawmakers, finances, social and economic
developments agencies, and to the general public, including the young.
Appropriate messages through a variety of media are needed to reach the

broadest possible audience (World Bank,1998).

The rich cultural heritage of Cyprus attracted who sold many national
treasures abroad. As a result, much of the country’s cultural legacy can be
found in American and European museums or in private collections.

Statutory protection of cultural monuments and sites was adopted in 1933
with the enactment of the Antiquities law. The department of Antiquities
became responsible for all excavation, restoration of monuments and
sites, and the creation of museums, both from private and public sources,

with the help of considerable international assistance.
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Apart from the law on antiquities, the only other statutory provision for
conservation was the Town and Country Planning law of 1972, which
was not implemented until 1990. More incentives for conservation of
cultural properties, which are under private ownership, were ratified into

law as recently as 1992, through the “Law on Preserved Structures”.

The Antiquities law governs cultural property prior to 1990.

“Schedule A” monuments are owned by the government and are directly
managed by the Department of antiquities. A second tier of monuments,
“Schedule B” is privately owned but any alteration, additions, or repairs,
which affect their architectural character, are carefully controlled.
Moreover, the law also empowers the Department of Antiquities to
control the height and architectural style of building to be erected in the

vicinity of listed monuments.

Protection of the archaeological heritage, (Recommendations on
international principles, applicable to archacological excavations, New
Delhi 1956).:
Item 4-5 said that each Member State should ensure the protection of its
archaeological heritage, taking into account problems arising in
connexion with excavations, and in conformity with the provision of the
present Recommendation,
At the Giza Plateau, we are fighting to gain control of the threats through
systematic management strategies. The most effective approach to
protecting the site includes these elements:

1- a director with a personality strong enough to formulate

strategy and make decisions.

2- A well planned site management strategy that includes

conservation and a safe zoning system.
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The commitment of the Minister of Culture has made it possible for them
to work with the tourism authorities to plan the conservation of the site

and the monuments of the Giza Plateau.

2.4.4.2 Threats to historical areas

In many places, the only interest of the ruins held for local population
was their use as source of building materials or as corrals for animals (Fig
2.15).

1. Threats from modern development: (Mahadin, 1993).

The pressure of modern development have also become a grave threat to
historic architecture, this problem was officially identified in the city of
Salt in Jordan, and preliminary steps have been taken to address the
situation. However, some early Ottoman structures were irrevocably lost,
and the current actions by the Salt Development Corporation will not be
adequate to prevent destruction of the city’s historic fabric without further
assistance from the government. The S D C does not have legal leverage

to effectively institute long-term change.

Although the historical areas are not old in comparison with the
archaeological sites, they played an important role in the development of

the town.

The modern development in Sabastia threats the old, and historical
buildings. The old buildings are irrevocably lost by these developments,
as they are not taking into consideration the old buildings architectural
type, or their building materials.

2- Improper Modtfications:
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For example, some of the early structures in the old part of the town have
been sand blasted and covered with an emulsion paints. This is not

acceptable treatment for stone.

New additions to the structure often give no consideration to the harmony
of the original massing. It is surprising that there have been no collapse,
which is a frequent occurrence in Cairo, where additions are added in the
same haphazard manner, Future seismic activity would certainly be a
danger to an already weakened structure, and thus also to the local

population.

The new additions to the old building in Sabastia, by using the cement or
the blocks give no consideration to the harmony of the original massing.
Care should be taken in making additions to old buildings.

3-Pollution
The pollutants will also contribute to the deterioration of the city’s many
lime stone buildings as well as it is urban archaeological sites. The
severity of such a condition could rival that of Athens, Greece within the

next 15 years.

}n Athens, most of the buildings and archaeological ruins are limestone.
Sulfuric emissions will inevitably result in acidic precipitation,
commonly referred to as “acid rain”. When the acid rain hits a calcareous
stone such as limestone or marble, a chemical reaction takes place,
converting the stone in gypsum. The next rain subsequently washes the

gypsum away.

There are no pollution controls on the cars, and no laws concerning

exhaust emission controls, which might otherwise lessen the severity of
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the emissions. Improvements in public transportation, lowering the speed
limit and new traffic patterns may also ease this problem. Certain plants
and trees absorb harmful carbon emissions. Careful landscaping in the
town will aid in the control of urban poliution.

4- QOlder housing complexes are given over to animals, and not
kept in good repair, the abandonment may occur due to the
necessary resources, water, electricity, sewage system.

This like what had happened for El-Kayed Palace in Sabastia, as now

it is used for animals, and it is totally left. No care is taken to clean it

or to protect it.

2.4.4.3 Tourism

It is well known that tourism can benefit an area by producing job and
needed local income. However, tourism can also be a destructive force
since it tends to disrupt the life style of the local population. Tourism also
tends to encourage incompatible real estate development and static
recreations of a type of built environment which never originally, hence

promoting false Historicism.

It seems that among the proposals for the conservation of Jordan’s
architectural heritage, tourism has been stressed on the main goal. Many
preservationists in western countries once viewed tourism as the force

behind historic conservation (preservation}.

An extreme example of the concept of restoration solely for the purpose
of tourism was created in the town of Williamsburg, Virginia in the
United States. However, there is lack of adequate refuse in the streets to

present a true picture of what the area looked like in the 16" century, may

th

16™ century sights and odors would be offensive to 20™ century visitors.

58

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



In order to maintain this perfect picture, almost all of the original
residents have been displaced. When the tourists leave in the evening, the
historic center of the city is abandoned. As a result, the visitor doesn’t
have a sense of the city as a living and evolving entity. The very heart of

the town has been torn from it.

States and municipalities also implement laws to protect sites. The most
powerful and well established of local American Systems in the New
York City. Although there are often complaints about the bureaucracy of
the N Y C land marks Commission, it has proved to the fairly effective,
the N'Y C L systems operates as follows: Any agency or individual that
wishes to make alterations on a building in the N Y C, must first apply to
the City Building Department. The Building Department has a file on
every structure in the city, and those structures, which are designated
landmarks or within historic districts are indicated. When a request is
made for an alteration permit for a designated structure, the owner must
also show a certificate of approval from the Landmarks Commission. The
Landmark Commission has the power to levy fines and require the

reversal of unacceptable alterations.

“Uncontrolled tourism will bring negative impacts in Indonesia, ranging
from environment devastation, physical displacement, destruction of
traditional lifestyles, and luring women and children into prostitution.

Unfortunately, the construction of tourism infrastructure has often
sacrificed local farmers who have had to give up agriculture land without
compensation, and the main hotels and business are not controlled by

local people but large multinaticnal corporations” (Stirling, 1995).
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Sustainable tourism may will be a solution for the tourism threats,
because the means of Sustainable tourism: “all form of tourism
development, management and activity which maintain the
environmental, social and economic integrity and well being of natural,

built and cultural resources in perpetuity”.

Even principles to underpin such a concept:

I- Comprehensive tourist development plans are essential as the

pre-condition for developing any tourist potential

2- It should be a fundamental principle of any tourist
development plan that both conservation, in its widest sense,
and tourism benefit from it. This principle should be part of-
the constitutional purpose of all national tourist agencies,
and of local authority tourism and recreation department.

3- A significant proportion of revenue earned from tourism
should be applied for the benefit of conservation, both
nationally and regionally.

4- The best long -term interest of the people living and
working in any host community should be the primary
determining factor in selecting options for tourist
development.

5- Educational programs should assist and invite tourists to
respect and understand the local way of life, culture, history
and religion. Tourism policy should take these factors into
account.

6- The design of buildings, sites and transport systems should

minimize the potentially harmful visual effects of tourism.
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7- Good management should define the level of acceptable
tourism development and provide controls to maintain that

level.

2.4.4.4 Social threats
-A multiple item tourism impact attitude scale (T I A S) was developed in
response to the need for standardized measurement of resident’s attitudes

toward tourism development.

-Tourism is seen as important economic activity by local jurisdiction

wishing to enhance the local economy.

-Jud and Karuse (1976), Cook (1982), Loukissas (1983), Liu and Var
(1986), Macintosh and Goeldner (1986). Davis, Allen and Cosenza
(1988), Murphy (1988), and Allen Long, Perdue, and Kieselbach (1988)
suggested that the development, revenues, additional taxes, foreign
exchange, and an enhancement to community infrastructure that will

intern attract other industries.

-With all the benefits of tourism, there is increasing evidence that tourism
negatively impacts the lives of the people in the host community. Its
development is usually justified on the basis of economic benefits and
challenged on the grounds of social, cultural, or environmental

destruction (Liu, Sheldon and Var. 1986:18).

The economic benefits traditionally associated with tourism development

are now being measured against its potential for social disruption (Cook

1982:22).
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Some government is now starting to realize that the welfare of the public
should be considered along with the needs of tourists and visitors

(Grandall 1987:373) in addition.

For a tourism-based economy to sustain itself in local communities, the
residents must be willing partners in the process. Their attitudes toward
tourism and perceptions of its impact on community life must be

continually assessed (Allen et al 1988:16).

Studies off local population’s perception of tourism impacts are useful in
setting up programs to minimize friction between tourists and residents,
helping government to put plans to gain resident support for tourism

ventures (Belisle and Hoy 1986).

This factor did not influence on Sabastia residents. May this is because
the tourists do not visit the old town, or they do not deal with the local

people.

Resident’s attitude
Development in the Columbia River Gorge: several of the independent
variables:
1-Length of residents: Tourism impact literature indicates that
the longer respondents lived in the community, the more
negative they were toward tourists and tourism (Allen et al
a988; Brougham and Buther 1981; Liu and Var 1986; Sheldon
and Var 1984; Um and Cromton 1987).
2- Economic dependency on tourism: Residents (of their
- relatives, friends and neighbors) who depend upon tourism-

based employment have been found to be more favorable
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toward tourism and tourists (Liu and Van 1986. Milman and
Pizam 1988, 1983; Pizam 1979; Pizam and Pokela 1985;
Thomason, Crompton and Kamp 1979).

3- Resident’s involvement in tourism decision-making.
Resident involvement with local development decision-
making appears to influence the level of support and attitude
toward tourtsm and tourists (Cooke 1982).

4- Lack of knowledge: the general level of knowledge about
tourism and local economy has been shown to influence
attitude toward tourism development and tourists (Davis et al
1988).

5- Perceived impacts on local outdoor recreation opportunities.
Perdue, Long and Allen (1987) found that when residents
felt tourism was having an increasingly negative impact
upon their own outdoor recreation opportunities, the desire

for further tourism development decreased.

The extent to which local residents accept or reject changes attributable to
tourism depends in large measures or resident’s perceptions of how it
affects there own personal welfare and lifestyle. Even in the lightly
populated rural areas of the Columbia River Gorge, resident’s attitudes

toward tourism are not homogenous.

City administrators, city planners, and regional /state tourism authorities
who try to develop and promote tourism would benefit from this type of
research. Educational programs, public meetings, and workshops can be
undertaken at the local level to help residents to understand the tourism

industry and its impacts.
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Local governments and tourism promoters should pay particular attention
to the finding that if people feel they access to the planning /public
review process and that their concerns are being considered, they will

support tourism.

One area of the US Pacific Northwest that is experiencing the effect of
rapid tourism growth is the Columbia River Gorge. The Gorge, recently
designated a National Scenic Area, managed by the US National Forest,
has been attracting visitors from around the world, which in turn has
produced a demand on existing services and facilities. Most recently the
Gorge has been the site of intensive outdoor recreation and tourism use,
The growing popularity of tourists from around the world choosing to sail

board near Hood River is one example.

The residents of Sabastia deal in a good way with the tourists so this
factor does not influence the tourism situation in the town, but during the
Intifada there were some bad attitudes from the residents towards the

tourists because of the guides were Israelis.

2.4.4.5 Physical threats

local ecological knowledge and traditional practice, long seen as
obstacles to development, are increasingly recognized as offering
solutions grounded in untold generations of experimentation and
observation. Conflict between modern science and traditional practices
and beliefs can and does arise, The challenge we face is to develop ways
and means of resolving potential conflict situations. Any approach which
does no more than simply address strictly biophysical exchanges between
societies and the environment- the impact of the environment on Man and

vice versa- is incomplete and self-defeating...instead, we need a
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culturally diversified approach which takes account of different attitudes
to the environment and assesses whether these attitudes perpetuate views

or actions that are beneficial or harmful to it (UNESCO, 1998).

Physical Fabric
Define “physical fabric” to be conserved as the aggregate of all urban

elements including gates, bazaars, and squares.

Document the physical fabric systematically and maintain an inventory of

all buildings.

Require approval to demolish any building and require new buildings to
conform to designated uses. Simplify and decentralize approval

procedures.

2.5 Defining the management policy

The management policy of a site determines how the cultural imbortance
of the place, identified by the statement of significance, may be best
conserved in the short and long terms, with the particular constraints,
problems, opportunities, and circumstances taken into account. The
management policy should articulate, in general terms, the principle and
guidelines that will guide the use, investigation, interpretation, physical

interventions, and mitigation and salvage (if appropriate) at the site (Fig
2.16).

The management policy of cultural sites must always have conservation
as its principle, overarching aim; other objectives —such as increased

revenue from tourism or the use of the site for excavation- must be
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Defining
management

policy

Management policy of cultural sites
-Must have conservation as its principle
-Should be acceptable to the owner/authority who controls the
site
-Provide a long-term management framework and be

sufficiently flexible to allow review, improvement, and

alteration

Fig (2.16):Defining Management policy
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subordinated to this main aim and are acceptable only if compatible with
it. In the long term, conservation is the only way of ensuring the
continued existence of this nonrenewable resource. Never forget that the
management policy should be acceptable to the owner/authority who
controls the site, pay due attention to the needs and desires of the
community, provide a long-term management framework and be

sufficiently flexible to allow review, improvement, and alteration

(Pearson and Sullivan 1995:210).

Some examples of issues that the management policy might have to
resolve are:

eWhether protecting fragile parts of the site.

e Whether access should be allowed to a fragile part of the site that is of
great interest to visitors, or to be prohibited to prevent damage;

eWhat are the best methods to interpret the site —signs, brochures, a
visitor center, guide tours, or a combination of these- in keeping with the
aesthetic and social values? |
sWhether the natural vegetation should be left, removed, or restored —a
decision that depends on its importance and its effect on other
significance elements of the site;

eWhether research, including excavation, will be allowed on the site and,
if so, where, by whom, and under what conditions;

sWhat staff is needed at the site (are guides, guards, scientists, or
managers the most important component?);

eWhat is the best management structure?
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2.6 Choosing Management Strategies:

sMaintenance Strategies; or

sConservation Strategtes; or

eVisitor Management Strategies; or

¢Other Strategies

Implementation Monitoring and reassessment

Choosing the management strategies comes after the management
assessment of the cultural heritage site in Sabastia (Fig 2.17). The
assessment will depend on the potentials of the cultural heritage the town
has and the problem, obstacles, and threats facing them, as they are
explained and understood well, the strategies for developing the cultural
heritage of Sabastia will be chosen in a way suitable and compatible with
the town needs. _

We can see how much the site suffers from the threats that affect it, what
these threats are, not only the cultural heritage site is under threats but the
economy, social and cultural aspects are under threats also.

However, three strategies were chosen cover all kind of problems the
town face and each strategy covers a kind of problem it was chosen for,
so as in a conclusion all the problems will be solved.

1- Conservation: is a complex activity aimed at revitalization reuse, and
the reinsertion in the society of a national and local identity and a sense of
belonging to a shared place, And it is a cultural enterprise which needs to
be evaluated in the perspective of: (1) a given cultural tradition; (2) a
given society expressing itself as a nation or a community; (3) a universal

concern for aesthetic messages delivered by monuments, masterpieces, or
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Choosing
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strategies
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Fig (2.17): Choosing Management strategies
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landscapes which are part of the world’s patrimony. Beauty has an
emotional, metaphysical, and spiritual function; it enhances the
transcendental experience described as poetic, religious, absolute, divine,.
or scared. It is a permanent force for the emancipation of the human
condition from its limitations. (Arkon, 1990)

Conservation of the cultural heritage sites is the basic step it must be done
to protect these sites.

2- Upgrading: is a try to conserve the historical elements and buildings in
an area as a style for conserving the urban environment for this area, but
at the same time this style depend on the economical and social
development for this area as to open a way for the urban development.
Upgrading as Dr. Abdelbaki Ibrahim (Ibrahim, 1986) said is considered
an advanced phase in town planning a head of the traditional planning
theories based upon master plans. Upgrading was considered the most
vital procedure in dealing with the old and under developed areas. Dealing
with those areas means a complete understanding of the existing problems
and the increasing rapid demand of development and its requirements.
Upgrading the sites which including upgrading the economical, social and
cultural values of the site.

3- Sustainable development: is not something to be achieved on the
margins, as an add-on to current polices, but requires a fundamental and
revolutionary change in the way economies and societies are developed
and managed. Sustainable development is an integrating concept, bringing
together local and global, short and long term and environment and
development. It argues the need for action now to defend the future.
Continuation of current paths will eventually bring disaster in various
forms including depletion of the ozone layer, global warming, nuclear

proliferation, loss of biodiversity and desertification (Blowers, 1997).
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Sustainable development, which is an operation to unify the efforts of the
public and the government to enhance the economical, social and cultural

resources in the local communities.
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Chapter Three “Research Method”.

3.1 Introduction

Identifying the area of interest and generating initial ideas for the study
occur at very start of the research process. My goal is to produce one or
more clearly posed questions based on a well-developed knowledge of
previous researches and theories as well as on my own thinking
(Graziano, Raulin,). Taking Sabastia as a case study for the research is

explained before in the previous chapters.

Defining the research problem is the first step before getting deeply into
specific procedures, we must remind ourselves of the importance of the
definition of the problem, which involves bringing to bear our
paradigmatic and theoretical perspectives on the research situation and, in
addition, involves our developing a sense of the problem, along with
continuing redefinition of it as we move along the research process, that

makes a good research possible.

The research problem range from descriptive accounts to testing the
validity of hypotheses. The method of the research includes small, loosely
designed, exploratory investigations, highly structured national surveys,
observation of “natural” events, and the analysis of contrived

experimental settings (Labovitz and Hagedom, 1976)
Having better chance of taking whatever steps are necessary within the

research process to collect the data essential for the problem. One source

for a research problem is the researcher’s values. (Cantacuzino, 1990).
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Defining the area for the research that will expalin the problem well and
from it we can get the answers we are looking for and this depend on the
level of information needed to get the goals. In this reaesrch the area will
depend on the level of information needed to get the goals, the problem in
this case is in the old town (historical site) and the archaeological site, but
also it is needed to search for information in the whole town, the town in

the local context and in the regional context.

3.2 Strategies of research investigations

According to Babbie, 1989, there are many ways of the research:

3.2.1 Exploration
This purpose is typical when a researcher is examining a new interest or
when the subject of study is itself relatively new and unstudied. And they

are also appropriate in the case of more persistent phenomena.

Exploratory studies are most typically done for three purpos-es:(l) to
satisfy the researcher curiosity and desire for better understanding, (2) to
test the feasibility of undertaking a more careful study, and (3) to develop

the methods to be employed in a more careful study.

The chief shortcoming of exploratory studies is that they seldom provide
satisfactory answers to research questions. They can hint at the answers
and can give insights into the research methods that could provide
definitive answers. The reason exploratory studies are seldom definitive

in themselves is the issue of representativeness.
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In this research exploratory investigations had been employed to answer
the question of decreasing tourists number to the town as it is a very

important problem that should be explored and solved.

3.2.2 Description

The researcher observes and then describes what she or he observed.
Scientific descriptions are typically more accurate and precise than causal
description. In this research description had been used to give a picture
about the physical development over the time and the existing situation of

the cultural heritage resources.

3.2.3 Explanation
the main purpose for this method is to expalin things or phenomena or

chandes. ,

[t is not easy to investigate different problems and different goals as in
this research. It had different aspects such as cultural heritagé, social,
economic, tourism: facilities and services; so in order to define the
procedures for investigation, it is necessary to explain the problem as it is

ranged from descriptive accounts to testing validity of hypotheses.

4.3 The Investigation Techniques
The investigator cannot afford to separate him/herself from his
environment. The concentration of research methods in this study was on

exploratory methods.

The techniques for investigation used in this research are:

74

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



Projective techniques and other indirect method can be used in any
research, such procedures are based on the assumptions that factors are
not in the awareness of the respondent but may have important effects on
the behavior. They represent an attempt to obtain the kinds of data that a
respondent may be unable or unwilling to reveal. They may include data
collection methods that involve the presentation of relatively unstructured
stimuli to the respondent. This varies in the degree to which the stimuli

are unstructured.

Observation yields the kind of emphasis on the orientation, and it alerts
me as investigator to the impact of process or change in ways not

sufficiently covered by which experiment and simulation.

The techniques used in investigation help me to create the kinds of
information that enable me to learn things about the temporal and special

aspects of this situation.

Temporally, the researcher does not limit him/herself narrowly to, say, to
peint in time, but can collect data generated by his/her simulation over a
large number of points inl time, giving him/her a better opportunity to
understand the nature of the processes involved. Spatially, his/her
simulation, or game, is a system of rules that may be related in complex

ways.
As an investigator I was interested in patterns of interaction as well as

other kinds of observable behavior, and these instruments can provided

me with important information.
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Data collected during an investigation are usually affected by how the
researcher defines the project, how others in the setting define the
research, relation to trust, personal feelings, and so forth, and that while
some of there may be relatively unproblematic, others are not. To narrow
that, this research used different methods to be able to compare

information and check different resources.

3.4 Goals and objectives of the investigation
The fieldwork had been conducted in Sabastia, the techniques for

investigation had been prepared, and selected and also the target groups

and goals (Fig 3.1).

The data were identified needed to be gathered by the researcher, in order
to solve and explain the problems of the cultural heritage sites in the town
of Sabastia are many because some of the problems are natural due to
historical development of the site through decades and environment,
others are the quality and quantity of the services and facilities of tourism
are not sufficient, in addition, the political problem (as a major one)
which caused the separation and division between the archaeological site
and the historical town. Neglect towards the cultural sites, especially from

the residents, as they do not benefit from the revenues of tourism.
Studying these issues and investigating their problems is to find a
solution for them. This is not an easy step, which needs effort, time, and

support for gathering the data needed.

The next sections will discuss the goals and the method to investigate

these goals:
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1- To develop the cultural heritage sites

This is the main and important problem that should be solved
immediately, as their existing condition is terrible. Care should be taken
toward them, this problem was noticed from the observations that been

taken by the researcher, and the observations of the visitors and residents.

2- To connect the two sites and the decreasing number of the visitros (the

archaeological site and the historical area)

The two sites are functionaly separated and the tourists visiting the
archaeological site rarely visit the historical site and occasionally do it to
visit the church of St.John the Baptists, as they think his tomb is there.
This is now the town’s main mosque. The methods for investigation are
interviews with the key figures, with tourists, guides and the residents,
moreover the author observation of the two sites and the path connecting

them.

3-Improve the facilities and services

There is a loss in the quality and the quantity of the facilities and services
in the town especially in the historical site as there is no restuarants or
other services like Toilets and shops in the archaeological site there are
only two restuarnts. To assess the facilities and attractions, interviews and
questionnaires were prepared to investigate this problem. The interviews
with tourists were prepared to know their need and what is missing in the
site. Interviews with the residents and especially the owners of the
restaurants and shops in the town were put to know the size of this

problem and the ways and means to solve it.
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4- Enhancement of the revenues from tourism

The people of the town do not benefit from the revenues of tourism, even
from the tickets used for visiting the archaeological site, or from the
shops as the tourists do not buy from the shops in the old town

The only revenue for the residents from tourism is for the two restaurants
in the town up in the archaeological site. Interviews with the residents,

and by observations done by the author.

3.5 Methods of investigations

There are variety of research methods available, each of those methods
has strengths and weaknesses, and certain concepts are more
appropriately studied by some methods than by others. Usually, the best
study design is one that uses more than one research method, taking
advantage of their different strengths. That is what was done in this

research.

To make appropriate observations, it must be determined which
observations are to be made, under what conditions they will be
conducted, which methods will be employed for recording the
observations, what the measurements will consist of, which statistical

method should be used for analyzing the data.

There are variety of sources for research ideas. These sources include
individual experiences, hunches, written material (book, monographs, and

journals), personal conservation, other research findings, values, or

theories related to the subject.

Observational methods can be divided into three types:(1) those directly

eliciting responses from subjects by questioning (questionnaires,
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schedules, and interview guides); (2) those utilizing either human
observers (participants-observer or judges) or mechanical observer
(cameras, tape recorders, interaction chronograph, etc.) and (3) physical-
trace evidence (e.g., litter and fossils). They can be further classified into
primary sources data gathered and used by the researcher and secondary
sources (data used by the researcher but gathered by someone else- e.g.
census reports, vital statistics records). The variety of observational
techniques not only provides a wealth of data for the social sciences, but
they also provide validity checks on one another (Labovitz and Hagedom,
1976).

3.5.1 Interviews

The researcher used the questionnaire in this research as a way for
investigation the problem of the connection between the two sites
(historical and archaeological), and in defining the problem of the
decreasing in the number of the tourists visiting the town (Sabastia).

Tourists, residents and the guides filled the questionnaires as follows:

3.5.1.1 Interviews with tourists visiting the town
The questions were prepared to tourists, who are coming to visit the town
whether they are visiting the historical site or the archaeological site, or

those who come to have only a meal there.

The questionnaire {appendix 4.1); it includes a covering litter introducing
the researcher, the aim of the research and the results from it.

The aim of this questionnaire is to know the problems related to the
tourists opinion and what ever their nationalities, sex and age, many

options I thought they are the reason for this as the connection path
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between the two site is not good. The questions about the reason for their
visit to the town covered the tourist’s opinion about the facilities, services

and attractions, their comments and recommendations about the town.

The time taken to collect fill these questionnaires had been for a period of
one month, sometimes the tourists filled the questionnaire with help from

the researcher.

3.5.1.2 Interviews with the residents

The interviews with the residents include those who are living in the
historical area, or people work in the archaeological site, such as an
owner of a restaurant and workers in it, owner of a shop, a guide. The
people were selected according to the researcher personal experience in

the town.

A questionnaire was prepared (appendix 4.2) with a covering letter

introducing the researcher, and the aim of the research.

The purpose of this questionnaire is to see if residents are affected by
tourism economically or socially and if they notice the decreasing in the
number of tourists visiting the town, and to know what sites the tourists
visit and how much time they spend there. The reason for this is to know
their point of view through options given to him/her, to see people’s
opinion about the quality and quantity of the services and facilities in the

two sites.

All these interviews had been conducted with the residents and they had
filled the questionnaire with the help of the researcher. The time was

taking for each one to fill the questionnaire is about 15 minutes; the
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whole time for applying the entire questionnaire took about two weeks.

The number of residents interviewed was 40.

The residents were very cooperated and the percentage of their

responding was 100%.

3.5.1.3 Interviews with the tourist’s guides of the trips to the

town

Interviews with guides coming with the tourists whether they are local,
foreigners or Israelis had been conducted; the interviews include not only
professional guides but also persons who are just coming with friends to

show them the town,

The questionnaire was prepared for them with a covering letter explaining
the aim and goal of the research {appendix 4.3). The questions included
their age, sex, nationality, their visit to the historical site, if it is their first
time guiding a trip to Sabastia and what kind of tourists they usually

bring to the town.

The time the guide spent in filling the questionnaire was about 10
minutes. They were really cooperative because English language of them
was poor, but they tried to help and they added to the research good

comments.
The aim of this questionnaire is to know if the guides play a role in

choosing the site to be visited whether it is the archaeological or the

historical site, what are their reasons for choosing the site. Knowing the
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real comments of the tourists about the site that they told the guide in the

old town before and their evaluation about it.

3.5.1.4 Interviews with Key figures

It is noticeable that the number of the tourist that are visiting the site are
not too much compared to the importance of the site, so there are
problems to this reduction in the number of the visitors, to know the
reasons we had to do interviews or telephone calls for those who does not
have time for the interviews with the key figures , the key figures were of
those who areand related to the cultural heritage and development, their
names were prepared and the questions were put (appendix 4.4). All the
questions include information regarding the key figure were asked his/her

name, age, occupation.

The aim of these interviews is to know what is the direct reason for the
development of the town and what can be done to enhance and promote

the town.

Interviews with the Israeli’s National Park Authority officials that they
are working in the site was also done in the archaeological site. It is also
important because the archaeological site is still under the control of the
Israelis. The aim is to know their policy in working, the reasons why the
site is not finshed till now and if they influenced the tourists visiting to
the site. From the office of the Israelis National Park in the site, [ got a
monthly report about the number of the tourists visiting the site and their
nationalities, so they can know if the number is decresing or increasing

and the reasons for it.
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3.5.2 Obscrvations

Observers usually come under the labels of judges or participants. A
judge is an observer who is detached (no participants) from the situation
and uses a fairly rigid set of predetermined categories to code events.

Judges are confined to contests (Labovitz and Hagedom, 1976).

Field observation differs from some other models of observation in that it
is not only a data-collecting activity; it is a theory generating activity.
Field research is especially appropriate to the study of which attitudes and

behaviors can best be understood within their natural settings.

Researchers try to understand the meanings of the actions they observe to
those in the setting, the observational data still do not “speak for
themselves.” What gets observed as well as how the data are organized
into an analysis is still dependent on the observer’s perspective and

purposes.

As an expert observer in the site, I had done the fieldwork observation in
the town, the methods used were more than one in order to gain the

accurate results from this research.

Many things had been observed in the site to get the different goals the
researcher is looking for like the number of the tourists visiting the two
sites, the sites/monuments they visit, facilities they use, if they buy any

thing from the shops there and how much time they spend in the town.

One of the things to be watched is the connected path between the two
sites if the tourists pass through it when they do a visit to the old town or

if they use other paths.
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l- Observing how the residents deal with the tourists and if they
benefit from tourism through observing the shops in the town.

2- Observing the towns buildings, monuments, remains, the
connection paths between the two sites to analyze its architectural
quality, its significance, cultural importance both for all categories
of visitors and the residents and if it is really a potential for a
tourists attraction. The level of its facilities, services and attractions
there.

The aim from all the observation is to find urban planning solution
to the path between the two sites and to construct facilities and

attractions in the historical area so as to attract more visitors.

The observations were done to watch the tourists visited the
town, many things were observed as the number of the tourists
visiting both the archaeological site and the historical town,
their nationalities, what places they visited, what facilities and
services they used.

3- Observing the maps in the area to see direction, the trip line.

4- Camera is one of the most devices used in observation for
analyzing and understanding the problems and potentials of the site

(Labovitz and Hagedom, 1976).

When thinking of photography as a tool for mapping, of course, thinks of
aerial photography, for this other researcher of the most accepted uses of
the camera. Refined techniques of both aerial photography and aerial
photography reading have been developed. Interpretation of aerial
photographs has been pushed further than any other application of this
medium. Indeed, today very nearly every square mile of the world has

been put on film (Collier, 1967).

85

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



The most accepted use of the camera has been to describe objects that
because of their stationary character offer a responsible impression. For
decades the archaéological technicians have been making precise in site
photographs to measure placement of burials. The shape of culture
certainly contains endless components that are as unchanging and at the
same time as voiceless as the relics of archaeology. The past cannot
speak, and accordingly archaeological methodology employees

deductions drawn from nonverbal evidence (Collier, 1967).

3.5.3 Secondary resources
Secondary resources consist of existing documents that were not
collected by the investigator, but were used by him. Anything written or

taped or recorded or filmed can be a secondary source.

Other secondary sources that have proved useful to the researcher are the
mass media (newspapers, radio and television broadcasts, magazines,
journals, and motion pictures). Many of these resources had been used in
this research as all the mass media had dealt with the area of problem in

this research (Labovitz and Hagedom, 1976).

As some of the information about the site had been written in
newspapers, Journals, literature, books and the maps, all these are
observed to be analyzed for explaining the situation in the town, the
physical development, tourism through these periods and if the political
situation had played a role in the town through ages. Video cassettes
about the town and especially the one the Television of Palestine have
been checked all the monuments and the tourists places, seeing such

cassettes will let the researcher know how the officials institutions care
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about the site and the quality of their work and for what purpose they are

going to use these information.

3.6 The obstacles facing the researcher in the fieldwork

The field work was not very difficult as I expected, but of course there
were some obstacles with the tourists that some of them did not like to fill
the questionnaires because they do not know English, so I had to see their
guide if he/she knows English and so they helped me to let the tourists fill
them. Waiting for the tourists to come to the town was another obstacle,
as when I started the fieldwork for a week there was no tourists visits the
town so all the work was postponed and I had to wait for visitors to come.
The owners of the restaurants sometimes do not like to meet the visitors
in their restaurants so I had to wait for the visitors sometimes outside the

restaurants to ask them to fill the questionnaires.

The time did not help much specially for arranging the interviews with
the key figures, as they were very busy, the observations the tourists and
their visits what sites they visit and what facilities they use, and those
who visit the historical site as they rarely come and may spending ten

(10) days with no tourists coming.

3.7 Summary

Many investigation methods were used including questionnaire, the
researcher observations in this research to explain and discuss the
problems such as the decreasing number of the tourists and quality and
quantity of the facilities and services in the town, also, the attitudes of the
residents towards tourism and the tourists’ impression about the site had

been investigated. Dealing with these problems will explain the existing
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situation of the cultural heritage resources and if they affect the tourism

situation in the town.

The methods for investigation used were described in details, so as to
analyze, evaluate the potentials and characteristics of the town, and
explain the strong and week points of them and the problems that face the

promotion and development of the town.
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Chapter Four: Historical Background and Physical Development of

Sabastia

In the time of the old Testament, Omri purchased a hill from a man
named Shemer and built a city there which called Samaria after its

frormer owner. The place was renamed Sebaste by Herod a roman empror

when he rebuilt the city.

4.1 Location

The modern Palestinian village of Sabastia is located 10km northwest of
Nablus. The ancient royal city (Sabastia or Sameria) lies in ruins on the
hill overlooking the village from the west at an altitude of 430m above
sea level. One can reach Sabastia from two directions. The ﬁreferred route
is the Nablus- Jenin road, which leads to the western gate of Sabastia and
the colonnaded street. The other route runs through the modern village-
which is called sabastiya and occupy the eastern slopes of a rounded oval-
shaped hill, over which extend the remains of the ancient city of Samaria-
and leads to the forum. The city benefited from its location at the junction
of two important ancient trade routes: the mountainous Nablus- North of
Palestine route, and the Palestinian Coast-Jordanian valley route. It also
benefited from its fertile plenteous. This strategic location has

compensated the city for its scarce water resources (Fig 4.1).

229534
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Fig (4.1): location of Sabastia

Source: Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation

4.2 The Historical Background of Samaria-Sebaste:

The ruined of Samaria represent four district cities. The First was a royal
capital, and the center of a flourishing independent kingdom. The second
was merely the administrative headquarter of a somewhat backward
province in a vast oriented empire. The third arose on the dissolution of
that empire as a semi-autonomous colonial settlement. Finally, after a gap
of nearly two generations in which the site was virtually abandoned, life

returned, for the fourth time, to a provincial town. (Crowfoot, Kenyon,
Sukenk, 1964).

Samaria was the capital city of the Kingdom of Israel and has continued
to be an important administrative center for the reign. In 33 B.C. when
the Persian Empire fell to Alexander the Great, Samaria too was
conquered, and Macedonian soldiers were settled here, turning it into a
purely pagan city. During the period of Roman rule. Samaria became a
Greek city, differing from an ethnic, cultural, and religious point of view
from the provincial cities of the Samaritans. In the time of Pompey (63
B.C.). Samaria was annexed to the Roman province of Syria, and under

Gabinius (57 B.C.) the city revived. In 30 B.C., the Emperor Augustus

90

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



granted it to Herod, who rebuilt it, adomned it with buildings, and named it

Sebaste in honor of Augustus (in Greek Sebastos=Augustus). Herod too

settled foreign soldiers there. During the First Jewish war in A.D. 66-70, .

the city was once more destroyed. When Christianity became dominént,
the city had already begun to decline, although in the fourth century A.D.
Sebaste became the seat of a bishop. A popular tradition locating there the
tomb of John the Baptist lent the site a certain importance in the eyes of
the Christians, who built churches in the old city of Sebaste so it contains
the remains of Byzantine and Crusader period the city was rebuilt with a

cathedral dedicated to John the Baptist.

4.3 Historical Development of the town:

Samaria, however, though it had a long history, never grew into a big
city. The size of the hill and its contour lines were not favourable to vast
expansion; Herod’s walls which were carried out to the farthest
convenient line included much that was steep to build on, and the area

within them was barely a kilometer acress at the widest point. (Hamiliton,

1944).

4.6.1 Pre-Hellenistic Period, about 880-721 B. C.:

Except for a rude population living on the rocky summit in the Early
Bronze Age (3000-2000 B. C.) it was not until the beginning of the ninth
century B. C. the hill of Samaria attracted a permanent settlement. The
hill of Samaria was prominent landmark to anyone traveling from
Shechem, near Nablus, to the north of Palestine. [t commanded two main
routes, one coming from the south and one from the east, which
converged at Shechem and then divided again, like the present road, to

proceed westwards and northwards, just south of Samaria it self. The hill
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was easily defensible, being surrounded by valley on all sides, and from
the summit there was a clear view towards the sea. These advantages in
Omri’s mind outweighed the one drawback to the site, that is had no

natural water.

The city planned by Omri had a citadel and a lower town. The citadel, on
the summit of the hill, was rectangle of about a hundred yards from north
to south, and double that distance from east to west. Its own wall of
square-hewn stones protected the citadel. Not long after, it was extended
northwards and westwards by a second wall of great thickness planted
further out on the edge of the hilltop. A monumental gateway led into this

citadel from the east.

Practically nothing is left to day of the buildings inside the citadel. The
royal palace was naturally amongst them. Beside the royal palace there
was a temple of Baal, with the alter and image of the god. Near the palace

there were naturally storehouses and records offices.

Beside the royal and official buildings the citadel had room for some

open spaces and a number of cisterns.

Beyond the limits of the citadel a much more extensive lower town
spread down the hillside, where the common people lived.

Damascus took the lead again, and Samaria sustained the first siege of its

history.

4.6.2 The Hellenistic period 721-331 B. C.

Samaria was not destroyed. In his Assyrian palace Saragon boasted that

he had deported twenty-seven thousand, two hundred and ninety of the
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inhabitants (27,290). He added that he rebuilt the city and made it greater
than it was before. The city and the walls and the life within them were

transformed. Samaria was no longer a national capital (Fig 4.2).

No buildings of much interest have been discovered of this time. Few
other remains fragments as some unfamiliar pottery, survive to tell of the

life of Saragon’s Samaria.

The Babylonians, and they succeeded the Assyrians in turn by the
Persians; under all these Samaria housed a provincial governor, It was
Alexander the Great, the conquer of the Persians, who caused the next

great change in the fortunes of Samaria.
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Fig (4.2): the Hellenistic city
Source: (Parrot, 1955)
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4.6.3 The Greek Period, 331-107 B. C.:

Sameria was moved to be a Greek city, though a proportion of its
inhabitants may still have been of a native stock. Soon after the
foundation of the Macedonian settlementt, the defences of Samaria were
renewed by order of Alexander’s general Perdiccas. Parts of the previous

walls were still standing, and these were incoroporated in a new circuit.

Circular towers stood at important points on this line. At some later time
a second strong wall was built inside the first to enclose the area of the
old Israelis citadel. The city was fought for, and the fortification

dismanteled and rebuilt more than once in the wars of Alexander

SUCCessors,

It was in the policy of Alexander and his successors to hold and unify
their oriental domininos by planting urban settlements of Greeks or
Macedonuans at key points where they would provide a reserve of

fighting men and generally propagate Greek civilization.

In the late Hellenistic period, in approximately the second century B.C.,
the upper city was defended by a very strong fort wall, the thickness of

which reached 4.2 meters at the base.

4.6.4 The Roman Period:

The number of the population in this period was 14, 232.

Nearly half a century elapsed, and the city remained virtually unoccupies.
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In 63 B.C the Roman general Pompey restored Samaria. In 30 B.C, as
reward for services rendered in turbulent times, Octanian the future
Emperor Augustus represented Samaria to Herod, king of Judea. The city
was already attached to Herod by ties of friendship. It had sheltered his

family in an earlier time of need, helped him with supplies of war.

But Samaria had more than sentimental value for Herod, and in 25 B.C.
Herod renamed the city in honor of Augustus with the name it has kept

ever since, Sebaste.

The hill was a superb building site. He therefore constructed on the
summit a spacious esplanade and temple, which he dedicated to
Augustus. The gleaming walls and limestone columns, clearly visible
from the coast, were at once a compliment to the Emperor and a

conspicuous to his own flair for town planning

A new circuit of walls was built, two-and-a-half miles along, with round
towers. Within, besides the official temple of Augustus, the popular local
deity was fifty honored and housed. A forum and a stadium or sports
ground, as well as other public buildings, were provided for the
convenience or recreation of the citizens. The temple of Kore’ stood close
to that of Augustus, on a lower terrace of the hill. Two altars have been
found dedicated to this goodness, one in the enclosure of her temple, and

the other in the city stadium.

After the suppression of the Jewish revolt in 70 A.D. the history of
Sebaste proceeded on an uneventful but reasonably prosperous course.
About 200 A.D. civic life received an injunction of fresh energy under

Septimius Severus, who gave the city colonial rights with the title

96

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



“colonia Lucia Septimia Sebaste”. Many of the buildings of Herod’s
foundation were by now dilapidated, or were left to be old fashioned.
There was an outburst of new building. Both the great temples were
rebuilt on entirely new lines, the old structures being pulled down. The
colonnades round the stadium, which had been in the sober Doric order,
were rebuilt in the Corinthian, in sympathy with the florid taste of the
age. A theater was built on a new site; and extensive changes were made
in the buildings grouped round the Forum of the city. The city gate was
reconstructed, the walls repaired, and hundred of columns erected for
roofing the pavements of the main street.

All this activity was a prelude to the city’s decline.

This period can be divided into four:
4.6.4.1 The Roman Period 1:

The tower-strengthened city wall surrounded an irregular area of about
640 dunms. The diameter of the city from east to west was one kilometer
and slightly less from the north to south.

The plan of the roman city was found to consist of regularly laid streets

and dwelling houses with a central courtyard (atrium) surrounded by

porches and rooms.

4.6.4.2 Roman period 2:
The population had dwindled. Many public buildings, including the

stadium had fallen into disuse. The area east of the temple of Augustus,
once thickly populated, was turned into a garden. Gradually the whole
summit ceased to be inhabited or used. Lifer drifted down the hill to

where the village now stands.
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4.6.4.3 Roman period 3:

Christianity was declared lawful in the Roman Empire. The population of
Sebaste was by tht time divided between Christians and pagans.

Little can be said of the life of Christian Sebaste. A fourth century writer
calls it a “little town” (Fig 4.3, 4.4).

4.6.4.4 Roman period 4:

Two churches were built; the cathedral, which stood over the tomb of the
Baptist, to whom it was dedicated, and another attached to the monastery,
which stood near the summit of the hill, Earthquakes were periodic
occurrences and in the ninth century the cathedral was partly in ruins,

though still served by a monastic establishment.
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Fig (4.3): Sabastia in the days of the Christ
Source: (Parrot, 1955)
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4.6.5 The Byzantine Period, (12 AD),:
This brought new life to Sebaste. The Greeks on the hill rebuilt their

church a second time. French architects on the old site reconstructed the

cathedral, with a monastic establishment beside it. All this was of short

duration.
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Fig (4.4): Sabastia in the Roman Period 3
‘ Source: (Parrot, 1955)
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4.6.6 The Ottoman period:

Soon after the defeat of the Crusaders at the battle of Hattin in 1187

Sebaste was under the control of the Moslems by _Saladin’s nephew

Husam ed-Din and the cathedral was turned into a mosque.

In 1596 and from the taxes books it is known that there were 20 families

lived in the town and 3 singles persons (Abdulfattah, K. Hutteroth, W.D.,
1977).

A century later some earthquake must have shaken down the churches ,
for they were in ruins when the English traveller Sir John Maundeville
saw them about 1330. Henceforth the travellers are about equally

impressed by the splendour of the ancient ruins and the sanctity of the

tombs.

4.6.7 The Modern Period:

The area of Sabastia now is 5 k2 (5000 dunm), two third of it is within

the roman city boundaries.

During the Jordanian Role, in the year 1950 the town spread to the North,
East, and South . Never to the west side because of the archaeological

remains in this area.

During the Israeli occupation the buildings development was in many
different agricultural lands. The Israeli Town Planning Scheme No. 1336
was the amendance for the Town Planning Scheme $-15 , it was with an

area 433 dunm of 8% from the town whole area (5000 dunm). The project
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Just dived this area into housing zones A, B, C without taking into
considiration the area of the parcels or the people needs. The project of
cource exluded the archaeological site from the plan and did not give any
recommendation to the development .in it , but the erection of any

building in that area was prohbited (Map 4.1).

After the peace agreement (Oslo 1990) between the Israelis and the
Palestinian that the cities, towns and villages were divided into three
political zones: area A, area B and area C. In the town of Sabastia lands
were divided into area B, and area C which form (50%) of the whole area
of the town and it is in the west part of it. So the Palestininan does not

have any control upon it at all.

The master plan that the municipality is preparing for the town is in part
B it included nearly all the area of it (2072 dunm) the expansion is to the
north, south and to the east, many things were not taken into considiration
in planning like the old town (78 dunm) which is left as a zone without
any study for development or regulations to control that development.
There is and an archaeological area in part B of about 40 dunm, and part
C is not included in the master plan, so no study was made for it. The

public spaces is absence except for the existing ones (Map 4.2).

It is noticeable that neither of the two projects put regulations or

legislations for the old town or the archaeological site.
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Map (4.2): The Master Plan of Sabastia dene by the Municipality
Source: ARABTIC-GERDANEH Office
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4.4 The ruins of Sabastia:

During the British Mandate the road to the town was zig-zags up the
southern side of the hill about 78 Kilometer north of Nablus. Half way up
the hill, after the railway, the road crossing the line of the Roman city

wall at a hair-pin bend where a few stones of the wall are still exposed.

(Hamiliton, 1944)

The road ends at an open space in front of the village mosque. This is just
inside the eastern edge of the Roman city (Fig 4.5), the wall passing
under the near end of the mosque, which thus lies outside the limits of
Sebaste. The mosque proper occupies a portion of the ruin of the
Crusader’s cathedral of St. John the Baptist. (Crowfoot, Kenyon,
Sukenik, 196).

The location of the ruins as they exist nowadays can be seen in (Map 4.3

and Map 4.4)
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Fig (4.5): the ruins in the town

Source: (Parrot, 1955)
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4.4.1 The Cathedral of St. John the Baptist:

The cathedral as it now stands is chiefly a monument of the Crusader,
who rebuilt it in the second half of the twelfth century on the ruins of the
earlier Byzantine cathedrall. Very little of that earlier building can be seen
(Fig 4.7). Some of the columns and moulded bases which are lying in the
courtyard of the mosque, or have been reused by the Crusaders or modemn

villagers in different parts of the building.

Next to the cathedral, the cloister and residential quarters of the canons
that administered the services in the twelfth century stood there. The
village houses which crowd up against the southern side of the cathedral
is partly built in the massive remains of those structures. Some big vaults

of Crusader construction may be seen to the east of the church.
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Fig (4.7): Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in the old town
Source: the researcher *

L e e O e e *

Fig (4.8): The Mosque in the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist

" All photos are by the researcher unless otherwise indicated,
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4.4.2 The Forum

A path which leads upward north side of the village there is a forum. It
was an obolong enclosure, a hundred and twenty eight meters by seventy-
two meters, surrounded by covered walk ways like a cloister. From that
the walk ways you looked onto the centrl space through rows of columns.
The enclosing walls screened the forum from the ouside. There were

probably two entrances; also there was a door in the west wall (Fig 4.9).

Nothing whatever can be seen now of the enclosing wall, but the seven
standing columns and a line of pedestals at the far side of the threshing
floor, as you approach from the village belong to the western colonnade,
have either been removed altogther or are buried beneath a few feet of

soil.

The forum of a provincial roman town was a kind of social and business

center; important buildings were often grouped around it. The forum of

Sebaste was restored about 200 A.D..

Fig (4.9): The Forum
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4.4.3 The Basilica:

Two of the pedestals along the west side of the forum are more widely
spaced than the rest. On the oppsite side there was a door in the enclosure
wall which led, by a short flight of steps, into a rectangular building, the
long east side of which coincided with the west wall of the forum. This
building, which lay across the short end of the forum, was probably a

basilica.

It is difficult now to see the original forum of the basilica. Probably it was
a rectangular hall with colonnades inside, parallel to the wall. Seven
columns and pedestals belonging to the west side of the basilica are
exposed along the far side of the excavation,and two columns sticking out
of the ground a few yards to the south show the position of the southern

colonnade.

A basilica was one of those buildings commonly attached to the forum of
a Roman town for the convenient conduct of public and private business.

The excavations have been taken down below the level of the floor,
exposing the foundations of the basilica and an earlier building, in the

middle, which belonged to the Hellenstic city (Fig 4.10).
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Fig (4.10): The Basilica and the forum

4.4.4 The Stadium:

At the foot of the hill north of the forum there is an oblong field in
which a number of columns can be seen projecting from the ground.
They belong to an immense rectangular building, 200 meters long by
70 meters wide, consisting of four colonnade walk ways opening
inwards on a central space, and enclosed on the outside by a
continuous wall. The building stands in an artificially levelled
depression between two spurs of the hill. The stadium has never been
copmletely excavated.(Fig 4.11) Such clearances, as have been made,
had to be filled in, and the visitor may not think it worth while
descending into the vailey to inspect the upper half of the columns

which is all that can be seen.

The stadium was not in this case simply a race track with seats round
it, but rather a sports field. It is long enough for a running track of the
standard 600 feet.

The stadium was, in special, way connected with the cult of Kore’, the
Maiden of Sebaste.
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4.4.5 The Hellenstic tower:

From the north end of the basilica, a path leads along the hillside to
the tower. This tower stands at the north-east corner of a line of walls

which was then built to defend the summit of the hill (Fig 4.12).

The round tower is one of three which have been discovered in the
Greek line. The construction of the tower and the bevelled surface
dressig of the stones is quite unlike any other structure in Palestine; we
may safely regard it as the peculiar contribution of the Macedonian

settlers of the fourth-third century.

4.4.6 The Theater:

The architectural ornaments are of poor quality artistically and show
that the theater Was not built before the end of the second century A.D.
by the Roman Sebastenes. The remains of this are now burried in the
depression in the hillside just across the small field on your right as
you look at the tower. The theater was party cleared, and then
reburied, in 1933. The excavators calculated that there were about
twenty-four rows of seats, divided radially by six gangways. The back

wall of the stage seems to have built in three tiers (Fig 4.12).
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It was the place of the meeting to all the inhabitants of the city, when

the attended the art performance (peace performance in this time), or

when they discussed other important issues.

The theater was built on the northern slop of the Tell, and it related to

the Septimius Severus operations at the beginning of the third century

AD, as indicated by two Corinthian capitals from the back of the stage’

(typical to that period).

It may be built on the place of an earlier one, which was probably built
by Herod the great (37-4B.C). Most of the substructures of the actual
seats are smaller, so may be related to the pervious theater, although
the probes, which had been done in the orchestra, didn't give any

evidence of an earlier phase.

The theater was ruined in the late fourth or earlier fifth century AD,
and some of its granite columns were taken to the upper church of St.
John the Baptist, and the soil laid over the orchestra floor was very

rich in coins of the 4" and 5" century.

Description of the theater
It is a small theater with an external diameter about 65m, built from
lime stone (Malki) and lime mortar mixed with ash and mud and

shreds of pottery. The last excavation (1965-67) was exposed

completely of the theater plan.
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Fig (4.12): Shows The Theater( ->»), the Tower( «» )and the path to up the
summit

Source: Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation

4.4.7 TheTemple of Augustue

One hundred and fifty meters west of the round tower the footpath

crosses a large excavation dump and brings you to the front of the temple

of Augustus (Fig 4.13).

The temple was a peripteral ie. it had columns all round it, in the
Corinthian order. The staircase which you see to-day was built when the
temple reconstructed at the end of the second century A.D.. of the rest of

the temple nothing above the foundations remains.

The site of the temple Kore’ lies down the steep slope at the north of the
esplanade. This temple stood in a rectangular enclosure surrounded by
colonnades. As very little more than the substructures remain the

excavations have been filled in, and nothing can be seen.
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Fig (}r.l_;): The Temple of Augustue
Source: Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation

4.4.8 The City Gate:

The gate is a monument of Roman Sebaste, but since the time of Omri the
main entrance to the city had stood in the same place, looking to the west
where the important communications lay. In the Roman wall, there was

probably a second gate near the Stadium.

The gate stand at the end of the princilpal streets of Sebaste, which skirts
the southern slope of the upper hill. It was protected by two rpund towers
(Fig 4.14), between which the wall bent through a right angle, so that the
towers were not symmetrical on the gate. The two end stones of the what

sill, with the door sockets on either side, are still in position,what remains
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of the gate in its present form belongs to the later roman period, when so
much of the city was reconstructed. But there is a good deal of Herod’s
original construction in the two round towers. A few yards outside the
gate part of the stone pavement of the roman street can be seen climbing

steeply up towards it (Fig 4.15).

Fig (4.14): Plan of the City Gate
Source: (Parrot, 1955)

Fig (4.15): The City Gate
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4.4.9 The Colonnaed Street:
This was the main throughfare for the southern part of the Roman city.

Probably a second big street diverged from some point within the gate.

The course of the columned street at the far end it presumably swung
northwards and upwards to lead into the east end of the forum (Fig 4.17).
The street was between twelve and fifteen meters wide (Fig 4.16). On
each side there was a roofed walk ways for pedestrians with a row of
shops behind; some of the shops were two storeys high,. On the north
side, against the foot of the hill, the shops were partly hewn out of the
rock. They vaulted and ended in a semi-circular apsidal wall on the side
against the hill. These shops, and the street itself, seem to have been built
at the end of the second century when Sebaste was made a Roman colony

by Septimius Severus.

Some six hundred coulmns were erected along the street over a distance

of 800 meters.

()

o
3,
Fig (4.16): Plan of the Colonnade Strect
Source: (Parrot, 1935)
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Fig (4.17): The Colonnade Street

4.4.10 The Church of the invention of the Head of St. John
the Baptist:

Medieval visitors were shown two churches at Sebaste, the Cathedral
with the Saint’s tomb and a monastery church near the summit of the hill,
one of the medieval pilgrims, a Greek person named John Phocas, who
visited Sebaste in 1185 A.D., has left a description of the church which is
worth quoting,

“In the midst of the upper part of the city, he wrote :stand a hil, upon
which stood Herod’s palace, where the feast took place and where that
wicked maiden danced and received the sacred head of the Baptist as the
reward for her dancing. At the present day, however, the place has
become Greek monastery. The church of this monastery is domed. On the
left side of the alter is a little chapel, in the middle of which is a marble

circle placed over a deep excavation in which took place the first
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Invention of the Forerunner’s precious head, adored by angles, ehich had

been buried on this spot by Herodias”

The Greek monks of the twelfth century were the latest occupants of a
much earlier church which they reconstructed. This earlier chruch had a
wooden dome in the middle supported by four granite columns this was
built about the eleventh century to replace a yet earlier building of the
basilical type.until it was excavated in days of the Mandate the esxistance
of the monastery of the invention of the head had been forgeten, although
the villagers still called the field in which the ruins were buried “Qata’in
ed-Deir”, the Land of the Monastery. The few surviving Christians
families of Sabastiya still bury their dead beside the church (Fig 4.18).

Fig (4.18): The Church of the Invention of the Head of St. John

4.4.11 The Roman Tomb:

From the space in front of the mosque a lane leading eastward passes an
excavation in which a Roman tomb of some architectural interest may be
seen. Accumulation of rubbish has been rapid in this area, and the tomb

which was at street level in roman times is now at the bottom of a deep

hole (Fig 4.19).
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It represent the family vault of a well-to-do citizen of second or third
century Sebaste. As may be seen from the plan it stood a short distance
outside the wall of the city, very probabaly near a road. It is a square

domed chamber, with a stone awinging door.

4.4.12 Al-Kayed Palace

Its a building from the ottoman period and was built in the 18" century
for a well-to-do family called Kayed, and it is one of the the most
important houses from this period, it locates in the center of the old town
near the mosque and constructed on more than one time. Now it’s full
ignorance after the owner of it had left the palace in 1947, it is now used

for the animals,and part of it as a kindergarden (Fig 4.20)

Many projects and proposals for projects were prepares, but the fund was
an obstical and the property of the palace is another one because the there

are many owners for it.

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



4.4.13 The Roman Wall

The first thing that attracts the attention of the visitors of the city, when
approaching the city from the western gate, is the gate itself. It is a wide

door supported by two circular towers, The diameter of each is 14 meters.

These were built in the Herodion period. They were built on a square base
dating to Hellenistic time. These towers are still standing at a height of 8-
11m. The city wall that we see today was built around the end of the
second or the beginning of the third century BC. It is irregular and
supported by a number of circular towers. The wall is 1 km long from
east to west and a little less from north to south. Only a small part of it is
still standing; this is because a lot of the stones of the wall were reused in
the construction of the Roman city of Nablus in first century AD (Fig
4.21).

Fig (4.21): The City Wall

4.5 Investigation in the site:

 Many surveys and excavations had taken place in Sebaste, and one of the
most importance is the survey that had done by the Palestinain
Expoloration Fund in 1881 A.C.,and this gave informations about the

coulmned street and the crusader church. The archaeological excavations
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started in Sebaste in the end of the last century, and from the first ones the
missions that was sent by the Palestinain Expoloration Fund between the

years-1872,1875-.

But the most important excavations are the two archaeolégical
expeditions that have partially explored the ruins of the Roman and
Kannan towns. The first, in 1908-10, was an expedition of Harvard
University excavated there, first on a small scale, under the direction of
G.Schmacher, and the later more extensively under the direction of Dr.
G.Reisner and C.S.Fisher. This excavation concentrated on the top of the
castle and the casement walls dating to ninth century. It also exposed
parts of the roman wall, western gate, Hellenistic tower, Augustus temple,

forum, basilica, theater and some private houses and manuscripts.

The second and more recent expedition. Between 1931-35, the British
School of Archaeology in Jerusalem, British Academy and the Palestinian
Exploration Fund cooperated with Harvard University and The Hebrew
University under the direction of Mr. J.W.Crowfort, with E.L. Sukenik as
assistant field director. Kathleen Kenyon who also participated in the
expedition. This mission has learned the castle and revealed the
colonnade street, the forum and the stadium. It also discovered the Curi
Temple, the theater, a group of Roman tombs, the Roman hydraulic

system and the Byzantine church.

Between 1965 to June 1967, the Jordanian Department of Antiquities
conducted an intensive program of excavations and clearance at Samaria,
which had been remained untouched since 1935.the new project was
funded by U.S Agency for International Development. This was under the

supervision of F.Zayadin. The work was concentrated in the reign of the
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theater, colonnaded street, western gate and the temple of Augustus. A
tomb of the late Iron Age was discovered as well. In 1968, J.B.Hennessy
conducted an excavation in the western part of the hill. He discovered

several layers of Hellenistic and Roman ages.

Unfortunately the war interrupted the project and only short-reports were
published. F.Zayadine remained for a few months at the Ecole Biblique
of Jerusalem after the war. (Coins from Samaria-Sebaste by W.J Folco

and F.Zayadin page: 197)

4.6 Restoration works in the town:

There was a project for the restoration and maintenance work in 1997 for
the two rooms in the court of the mosque; these rooms are dated from the
Ottoman period, the two rooms were restored so as to be used as a
museum for all the collection of the town were gathered by the
Department of Antiquity but now it is used as a library for the children in
the town, also the Roman Royal Tombs near the mosque was restored, the
project was done by the Department of Antiquity the fund was from the

Holland Government.

4.7 The researches made on the site

Not many reseaches were done to the site as it is expected, some of them
were just articles published in newspaper or magazines with not many
information just telling the brief history of the site, others are researchs
done by university undergraduate students {they were their graduaton
project) they were four reseaches done one at Birzeit Univesity and the

other three are at en-Najah University:
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1- Developing the town of Sabastia:

Proposal was prepared by Saher Mohabish/Birzeit University. (1997)

The concept of the project to determine the tourists path that will connect
the different tourists sites and monuments , and this will be within
planning process aiming at using all the potentials and opportunities in
the town. Also the project aimes to apply all the meaning of sustainable
tourism so as to open away to apply the other sustainable purposes. This
will open opportunities for the local residents to be involved in the

project.

The others, are articles mentioning few informations about the site, such

as its history and the archaeological remains only.

2-Sabastia Tourists Center

Prposal was prepared by Maias Ghazal/ En-Najah University. (1998)
-sabastia was chosen for such a project because of it’s location linking the
North and the middle of the West Bank.

-It’s environmental asoects.

-The cultural heritage of the town, which it is still a conservative town ,
as this will not be found in big cities

-Its significance archaeological and historical remains

3-Rehabilitation of Tourism in Sabastia

Proposal was prepared by Fadwa Azem/ En-Najah University. (1993)

It disscussed the Rehabilitation of Sabastia, to make a tourist attraction by
reusing the archaeological and historical potentials in the site with
emphesis on:

-presrvation of the collonnade street
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-preservation of the theater

-addition of tourism facilities like resturants, souvineir shops, motels, etc..

4-Rehabilitation of Sabastia and Prepare it to Sabastia

International Festival.
Proposal prepaed by Mervat Ghazal and Eman El-Gabi/ En-Najah
University. {1996)

Using the town as a panoramic to present what was hidden through the
false advertisement done by the Israelis about our real history to toursits
by connecting the two sites of the town, historical and archaeological
through developing each site through using the yard of the forum as the
area of the festivals activities, restoration and reusing the old cultural
buildings in the old town for the tourists activities. The goals from the
project are to enhance the economic situation of town, open working
opportunities for the local people, and prepare centers for the festivals in

the town, the responsibles and the workers are from the local residents.

4.8 Summary

Coming thorugh the history of the town we can see the developmwnt of
the city through ages and how many civilizations the city passed through,
this is one of most strongest points of the town that will make it an
attractive site for the vistors from all over the world, as till now Sabastia
—although it is in remains- still an attracton site for many researchers and
visitors who come specially to visit the site and study it.

These potentials, of course, are not all in a good condition to promote the

site to be a tourist attraction, so as to check this, analysis and evaluation
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must be done for them, this will be done with help of the investigation

tools that will be used for this purpose.
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Chapter Five: Analysis and Evaluatmn of the Charactenstlcs and

Potentlals of Sabastl - '

Tourism is one of the important economic sources to any cultural herifage
site, unfortunatly this is not the case of Sabastia. Not many visitors come
to visit the town, the reasons of this will be explained in this chapter by
coming through and investigating the number of the visitors to the site
and their categories, the problems of tourism in the town in the openion
of the local and foreigner visitors, then indicating approaches for
developing the town for tourism taking into consideraton the ideas and
concepts are given by the key figures, the local people, the tourists and

the guides.

3.1 Importance of the site

The importance of the charcterstics and potentials of Sabastia is due to
the existing of a magnificent archaeological site, which include several
and different civilizations for different periods of the history of man kind.
This shows the changes occurred on the construction, architecture of the
buildings, the lifestyle of people for each civilization, and that it’s the
largest archaeological site in the north of the West Bank, which lies on

the main road between Nablus and Jenin.

So Sabastia is one of the tourist’s attractive areas that many visitors visit
every year. It is considered an attractive tourist sites for many reasons:
- Variety of cultural heritage and civilizations in one site, the
remains of different periods are important potential for the

development of tourism in the town.
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- Location of Sabastia in the middle of the tourism area in the
country, as the tourists traveling from the north (Tiberias,
Nazaiets, Jallil), to the south (Jerusalem, Bethlehem). So
Sabastia is located in the middle of their trips. |

- Religious importance for the Christians especially to visit the

churches of St. John the Baptist.

These potentials and characteristics of the town will be evaluated and
analyzed in this chapter depending on the research methods and the tools
of investigations were explained in the previous chapter, and the

information resulted from them.

3.2 Aspects of Physical Characteristics of Sabastia

The characteristics of the town will be its relationship in the international,
regional, and local context. How Sabastia is affected from these relations,
if they exist, and if not how to make a good divulgation for the town in

these levels.

5.2.1 In the international context

In this phase Sabastia must be firstly put on the program of Palestinan
Tourist Trip lines. The government and all its authorities, the local
communities, the private sector, all the tourists agencies and
organizations must work hardly for the advertisment and marketing of the
historical, religious, archaeological and natural sites under the PNA
control, Of course Sabastia is one of these sites that really needs much

work.
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The Ministry of Tourism and Antiquity had prepared a program of five
days for the tourists trip in Palestine; it strats from Jerusalem in the first
day and will be finished in Nablus from which the tourists in this day will

go to visit Sabastia and have lunch there, after this the tourist will

continue the trip to Jenin.

There is a possibility to benefit from the project of Bethlehem 2000 that

was prepared to accept the pligrimages from all over the world in the

beginning of the 2000 years for the birth of the Chriest. The path of the

tourists will follow the steps of the chriest from Bethlehem to Nazareth

passing all the cities that had passed through; and on the way, the
pligrimagers will pass Sabastia, this program will be in Spring. Tamer
Instituation for Youth Services is preparing a training program for the
youth from all around Palestine to discover the path of the foot steps of
the Christ. The concept of this is to develop the Palestinian country side
that the christ had passed through, so those youths will be trained well till
Spring and then they can be guides for these places. All these efforts will
be written down in a book which will attract all youth living outside the

countery or inside the green line to come and visit these sites, Sabstia 1s

included in this program and will benefit much as they expected from the

project they are preparng.

The Visitors in the international levels

The visitors to the town are from 32 countries, they come through Israeli
and Arab travel agencies. The largest number of visitors are American
(Table 5.1), as they are interested in the biblican site they say that they

can see the remains of what they read about in the Bible.
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It is said by the local people and the owners of the resturants that most of
the European visitors who visited the site are Greek and it is some how
true as in Octber 99 two buses for Greece visited the old town but not
visiting the archaeological site, so this number is not listed in the table of
the tourists as they do not pay the admission fee(observations of the
researcher), but if we look at the table we see that 241 Greek visitors
visited Sabastia in 1999 and this is a small number according to other
countries, the reason is that they are interested in visitng only the
religious sites and specially the two churches one is located in the old
town and the other is in the archeological site, visiting the one in the old
town is free from charge and to aviod baying the admission fee they took
a way through the trees to go directly to the church. So the little number

is listed is not reflecting the reality.

There are other visitors who come only to visit the Cathedral of St. John
the Baptist (the Mosque) in the old town some of them are German.

These visitors are 49% of all the visitors to the old town.

So there is a problem in this table, as it does not reflect the real number of
the visitors to Sabastia, but only those who visited the archaeological site

and may visit the historical site at the same time.

Most of the foreigner visitors are coming for religious purpose (42.5%),
for recreational (22.5%), for cultural (15%) and for educational are (20%)
of them. The reason that most of them are pilgrimage tourists to see the
tomb of St. John the Baptist and the site is a biblical one written in the
bible so those who read the bible come to the site to see the place of the
biblical events and stories. Especially the Greece and Cyprinian as they

come in large number and most of them are sisters (nuns) and priests.
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Country No of tourists Country No of tourists
America 8361 Holland 132
France 3490 Finland 125
Germany 2320 Norway 105
Poland 1900 Malaysia 85
England 1127 Polgaria 75
Israel 986 Japan 73
Italy 934 Belgium 68
Spain 435 Australia 67
Mixed 319 Brazil 38
Denmark 278 Russia 30
Greece 241 Sweden 28
Swiss 215 South Africa 25
Austria 198 Arab 24
Korea 180 Turkey 14
Yugoslavia 173 Romania 10
Taiwan 160 Ireland 2

Table (5.1): shows the visitors nationalities and number (1999)

5.2.2 Sabastia in the regional context

In this level the tourism relationship is with the countries in the regional
context as Israel and the Arab countries, this relation will explain the way
these relations are arranged to have a good and developed level of

tourism from these countries.
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5.2.2.1 Relationship with Israel - Dual tourism Agreements

(between Palestinian and the Israelis)
Palestinian tourism sector was taken into consideration in the Palestinian
and Israeli Economical Protocol that was held in Paris 29", April 94 as
there was a specific item for tourism (item no 10) there were many
resolutions in this item such as:
-Each part will protect, guard and enhance the religious, cultural,
archaeological and historical places and other tourist’s places under
each controlled land to make it a tourist attraction.
-In coordination between them: each side will determine the hours
the visiting hours to the sites, so as to make it easy for the mutual
visitors in the longest time, it also takes into consideration the
weekends and the feast for each country. Any extreme changes in
these things must be managed and taken into consideration.
-There is ability in exchanging the trips and tours between the two

sides, and this can be done with arrangements.

In spite of these facilitations there are obstacles in the area as in part 1
from item No. 10 says:
-Total supervision on the tourists sites connected with dividing the
Palestinians Lands to A, B and C Zones that is waiting to turn area
B to A, and area C to B, the pre-deployment at area C on three
periods, and the delay in these arrangements did not give the
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquity the opportunity to the actual

supervision or management on the tourists sites in area B and C.

-In item No. 10 there are paragraphs B and C from article 1:
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The occupation authority prevent the Palestinian Ministry of
Tourism and Antiquity from doing any thing in the site in the zones
B and C on enhancement of the services and the potentials. The
Ministry of Tourism and antiquity facing troubles (services) in
encouraging the global tourism and to control the divulgation
activities especially in the faces political problem between the two
parties. The absence of the Palestinian supervision on Tourists
transportation and the boarder’s points is one the most serious

obstacles.

The Israelis visitors’ number to the town is many, because it is an
important religious site for them; their number is in the sixth grade in

table visitors’ number (Table 5.1).

5.2.2.1 The tourism relationship between Palestinian and the

Arabs countries: (Inter Arab)

The tourism relationship between Palestinian and the Arabs countries is
still stopped because of the delay in Normalization with Israel, so Israel
put obstacles on the entry of the Arabs to the Palestinian controlled Land.
Although there are no tourism agreements between the Palestinian
National Authority and Egypt, but the relationship is good and there are
facilitation in the tourists traveling from one side to the other through
Rafah Boarder and now after establishing the new airport in Gaza it is
really very easy not only to travel to Egypt but to all the Arab countries.
This really will increase the number of the Arabs that who want to visit
Palestine -these all are in spite of the problems the Israelis put in the

boarder-.
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The tourism exchange between Palestine and Jordan existed since the
Israeli occupation to the West Bank and Gaza Strip, before the Peace
agreements. It was in a way the Palestinian traveling from West Bank and
Gaza and back ward through Ellinbi bridge boarder on the Jordan River.
But tourism exchange between Israel and Jordan after the Peace
Agreements is on a good level that each side makes it easy for the visiting

exchange in the new boarder, which was done after the peace agreement.

But the Palestinian and Jordanian governments are looking forward to the
facilities in the traveling exchange between them and they sign an

economic agreement in January 94.

With no doubt that the good political situation in the area and the dual
and regional cooperation are helpful in the tourists attractions as this
cooperation will participate in erecting the tourists projects and dense the
efforts in the divulgation activities, this will depend on each country

alone and the way it can do it.

For enhancing the Middle East cooperation in the economical put, there
was a declare on establishing a regional commission under the
negotiations which was called REDWG -the Regional Economical
Development Worid Organization that held in Cairo 12 May, 94; from
this organization there was the tourism -Middle East and
EuroMediterranean Organization for Global Tourism. The aim of this is
to emphasize the equity in the turn for all the parties in spite of the

differentiation in the amount of the tourism activities (Fig 5.1).
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5.2.3 Sabastia in the local context
Sabastia in the local tourism becomes in a very urgent need to organize
the local tourism in Palestine in general and in Sabastia in particular and
this could be developed:
- support the personal relationship and widespreading the
awareness among the resendints about the touirst attraction.
- Putting a comprehensive plan to recreate the local tourism and

preparing the local trips all the year.

-~
<+
T
ol
N
. Haife
L]
I
&2 P
2 Tulkwemmn  *
ﬁ lenin =z
v » * &
- Chibiglia a
é’ Icu:n.-’k-"rs - Sehastia &
= Nahlag
I »
£
9
S ﬂu'n:ll
JRarett
_ Hmulh.h&mn
" Jerusalem  Jekne
- <;
. ﬂn‘.}ﬂrhun [
. L
Herudian fou|
G:?l ||c=ron .'j
Dai.'al-m =
K hanYonis
)
-
- .
b
o]
b

Fig (5.1): Sabastia in the Regional context
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- Reducing the cost of the local tourist’s trips according to the local
income.

- advertising -and marketing the site like what the Ministry of
Information had done when it made a program about Sabastia for
Palestianian TV and Radio , this really give the people the
opportunity to know about it and attract them to visit the town.
Preparing Posters about the site as what the Ministry of tourism
had good and really another try must be studied well, but however
it's a good attepmt to promote the site and make the people know
more about it.

- Festivals or anuual meetings celebrations like what happens in
Jarash (Jordan), this will be a very good try for the town and will
divulgate it both in the local and regional levels. Sabastia anuual
festival is an idea started in 1995 and many parties prepared for it,
but unfortuantly for political problems and the bad situation of the
infrastrucute in the site made the responsiles think of another
alternative for the site but —of course- will have the name of
Sabastia, and it was held at An-Najah University in Nablus for four
times (annual festival). This does not mean that it will never be in
Sabastia again as all the efforts of the Minisrty of Tourism and
Antiquity, the Governorate of Nablus, Ministry of culture,
Palestinain Water authority, PECDAR, Ministry of Information,
and the Municipality of Sabatia are really working for upgrading
the town on all levels to accept the anuual festival as soon as
possible. The celebration of the Palestinian Cultural Day last year
and this year for Nablus Governorate was held in Sabastia, last year
the gallary shops were in the old town and the festival was in the

archaeological site but this year they see that if they will do this the
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visitors will be divided, so all the facilities and the festival are
made near the archaeological site. It is a very good event that many
of local people from the all Palestian cities and from the Palestiain
occupied areas are invited to attend this day, through good
advertising for it in the local newspaper, Radio, TV and invitation
cards. It is a very good start to develop the site.

- Festivals especial for fruits and agricultral products, Sabastia is
famous in many fruits like Appricots, Grapes, Figs, so it will be a
good event to have a day for one fruit and invite the people in the

districts to come to Sabastia in that day.

The municipality must play an important factor in increasing the tourism
environment in the area within its responsibilities, as some municipalities
found a lot of tourism projects like erection of new National Parks, make
it easy to licence the tourists projects and programs. Sabastia

Municiplaity may follow these steps to develop.

From the map of the significant cultural areas and sites(source: MOPIC-
Minisrty of Tourism and Antiquities), we can see the nearest cultural
heritage site to Sabastia is Nablus city so to connect the Town with
Nablus is for its benefit as Sabastia is included one of the archaeological
potentials in Nablus Districts, so the tours trips and the development of

the town is put within Nablus Development program.

The access to the town from all around the cities and towns in the West
Bank is easy as it locates on a very important historical road (the North-
South road), even it is easy to go to the town alone as there is a special
terminal for the town in Nablus city and it is an active line working all the

day (Fig 5.2).
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Fig (5.2): Sabastia in the local context

Source: Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation
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5.2.3.1 Local visitors

The local people visit Sabastia only in the weekends and during the
feasts. In these days the admissiom is free, so this cannot give us a real
number of the local visitors to the town as only who pay the admission

rates are included in the visitors number.

Most of the local visitors are from the West Bank especially from Nablus,
Jenin, Tulkarem and their districts, very few numbers are coming from
the middle or the south. They all come to visit Sabastia in the Spring
mostly because of the beautiful landscape and the agricultural land. Very
few are interested in the archaeological or historical values of the site.
The way they come by are their own cars or with buses if they are coming
in groups. From other cities or occupied areas they are who have relatives

in the town.

The percent age of the local visitors according to the foreigners is little.
The reasons for this are not clear enough but may be the local visitors are
coming on holidays and in these days the office of the authority is closed
so their number are not listed in the census, or they are not interested in
the site because there is loss in the awareness among the residents

towards their cultural heritage.

The data shown in the (Table 5.2) presents the percentage number of the
local visitors in comparison with the foreigner visitors for the years 1969,
1981, 1989 unfortunately there is no data is available for the recent years
but from observing the site for long time (three months by the
researcher), it can be seen that this table reflects reality that the number of
the local visitors is less than the number of the foreigners, and the local-

tourists percentage is about 30%, so it is noticed that there is an
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increasing in the percentage according to previous years, this is due to the

peace agreements and the new political situation in the area.

Year Tourists number | Foreign-tourists | Local-tourists %
%

1969 37118 66% 34%

1981 48307 79.8% 20.2%

1986 31813 82.2% 17.8%

Table (5.2): local and foreigner visitors number in comparison

5.2.3.2 Students

Most of the students are Palestinian school students coming to visit the
town during the school year especially in Spring. These students come
firstly to visit the old town and then they visit the archaeological site, the
number of the students had increased after the coming of the Palestinian
National Authority in 1994 -as shown in the table-. Some of the students
are university students whom are studying archaeology at Birziet
University or at En-Najah University, or from Israelis universities as it is
an important biblican site for them, others are forigner espacially the
Americans who read about the Biblican importance of the site and they

come to discover it (Table 5.3).

This number does not reflect the fact because sometimes the students
visited the historical site- which is free from admissiom- and they did not
go to visit the archaeological site so the number of these students will not
be included in the whole number of the tourists, this number is about 200

students in the last year (1999).
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Year Student
1991 62
1992 B
1993 349
1994 253
1995 719
1996 731
1997 1565
1998 285
1999 1552

Table (5.3): The students numbers visited the town through 90’s

5.3 Tourism problems in Sabastia

There are many problems of tourism in the town; the main one is the
political aspect as it influenced the town dramatically several years. Other
problems are facilities, services, administration and the accessibility to
the sites. These problems will be discussed in this chapter taking into

consideration the opinion of the residents and the visitors.

5.3.1 Political problems in Sabastia

The most important political problem of the town is that the
archaeological is under the control of the Israel, and the Palestinians
cannot interfere in the site in any way; this means that the Palestinians

can do nothing in this until the site will be under their control.
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The other problems can be seen by trying to explain the reasons of
decreasing in the number of visitors to the town comparing the number of
the tourists visited the town we can notice the problem:

From the (Table 5.4) we can see that the political situation had been an
important factor in decreasing or increasing the number of the tourists
that visiting Sabastia as the difference in the number of tourists between
1981 and 1986 is 16494 tourists because of the Israeli Invasion to
Lebanon 1982 which influenced the number of the tourists, The number
of tourists in 1969 is less than in 1981, this may be due to Israeli war in
1967, and what follow it from plane kidnapping in 1968, 1969, but the
effect of this reason is less than the effect of the war of 1982 as the
number of the tourists in 1969 are more than in 1986 in about 5305
tourists.

-In months we can see that there were no tourists visiting the site at all.
Frankly, I did not find any reason for it because the months are rather
different. But this is unmoral to Sabastia, which used to have more than
12 buses every day during the Jordanian Rule.

-The number of foreigner tourists are more than the local tourits.

-The number of tourists visited the town after the Peace Agreement
between the Palestinian and the Israelis increased before the agreement.
As the difference in the number of the tourists from the year 1986 to 1991
we have a difference of 31453 this is of course due to the Intifada and the
political situation happened during this period and the bad image the
Israelis gave it to the tourists who visited the land that they will not be
safe in the West Bank, unfortunately they succeeded because some
ignorant people had made some bad treatment with the tourists when they
visited the West Bank. . From 1991 till now the number is increasing but
unfortunately not as it must be because the number in this year 1999 is

22495 and this number is less than to what was before.
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Year No of tourists Highest Lowest
month month

69 37118 4 10
81 48307 4 1
86 31813 4 12
91 360 12 8-9
92 489 5 G-11
93 1669 9 6
94 1879 8 1-5
95 2163 3 8-12
96 3840 8 6
97 5858 5 11-12
98 5005 3 1-6-7-8
99 22495 4 1

Table (5.4): the number of tourists visited the town through 1969 - 1999

The number in red indicates no tourists had come on this month

Most of the tourists are not coming to visit the historical site, and those
who come to visit it are those who are coming in small groups coming by
car to see the Cathedral of St. John, the religious groups are coming also
to the Cathedral as the tomb of St. John and the others are who come with

the residents as friends.

The tourists agencies are affected by this problem as most of the tourists
companies that dealing with Sabastia and put it on their visits programs
are Israelis and Arabs companies locate in Jerusalem, but before the year

1982 90% of the companies were Israelis, but these companies had taken
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off Sabastia from their programs, may this is due to the political aspects
because during the Intifada the number of the tourists to the town

decreased.

The companies that are dealing with Sabastia now are from Jerusalem
they are Arab, French and Israelis companies and other companies form

Natherest.

5.3.2 Services, facilities and presentation modes Problems

Both of the archaeological site and the historical old town suffer from
many problem that affect tourism and the cultural heritage resources
dramatically from these are the services, facilties and the presentation

modes in the two sites.

5.3.2.1 In the archaeological site

The tourists, guides and the residents visiting the site see some problems
regarding the facilities and services. People think that these are the reason
behinde the decreasing in the tourists number and solving these problems
will enhance the site to be a tourist attraction:

The facilities and services in the archaeological site are only two
restaurants and two coffee shops (Map 5.1), but the quality are not very
good and even not compatible with the site and its cultual aspect and as
quality they are not found (Fig 5.3).

The presentation modes are not enough in the site as the information
written on the signs are not in details they are just mentioning the name of
the site and only in English and Hebrow langauge, this was noticed by
95.85% of the tourists and 90.6% of the residents. It is believed that more

clear scketches, general plan for the whole site, and drawings are needed
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to make the site clear for who come without a guide. May be amode! for
the site is a good instrument for the expalnation of the site for the tourists.

. Cleaning the site is also needed, saftey devices are not existing in the site

F.. ol =T e 3 LA LS LB e EALs DS & s
e U - . PR L .

c} coffee shop d) restaurant and coffee shop

Fig 5.3 services and facilities in the archaeoloigical site

Fig 5.4: the names of the sites on the signs are written in English and Hebrow only
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in the archaeological site + is not safe for visitors because in some places

uring excavations and were not covered

due to trenches made in the site d

or protected. The Israelis National Park, the Department of Antiquity and

the Nature Prote

archaeological site started

ction had done maintenance and safety projects in the

in the 2™ of November 1999, the project was
be for two/three months, this -depends on the budget put for the project
(Fig 5.5). This project is to maintain the path in the archaelogical site that

f the tower to up the summit this includes

leads from the bottom ©

cleaning, making steps and fencing it to protect the visitors from falling

down. Whatever their concept or idea from this
good for the site that by this it will

more visitors. (Researcher observations

project or how it will

‘nfluence politcaly it is be enhanced,

developed and so will be attracted

and meetings the Israelis contactor).

Fig 5.5: the restoration work in the archaological site done by the Israelis

The excavations in site is not fin

more ground layers from the surface to fin

wil be clear to the yvisitors or to the scholars. Mo

preservation of natural atmosphere is also needed. A French

visited Sabastia for the Tenth time sal

the first time, for him it is a good and bad surprise t
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is preserved as it is, the bad is that nothing is new in the site since ten

years.

One of the guides said that there is no place for gathering the tourists
before visiting the sites to explain it for them and this is needed to be in

such important sites.

5.3.2.2 In the historical site

The facilties and services in the historical town are only one small public
park that is located in the historical site and few shops (Map 5.2), these
facilties are not tourist attraction neither in their shape nor function, and
even not compatible with the site. However the visitors see the facilities
in the town good and they are not the main reason for the decreasing in
the number of the tourists visiting the town, on the contrary, the opinion
of the residents that the quality and quantity of the services and facilities
are not good enough and they are the main reason for this decreasing. The
photos in (Fig 5.6) were taken for these facilities in the historical site and

(Fig 5.7) for shops in the connection path to explain the situation.

For the presentation modes there is nothing done in the site, it is totally
neglected, there is no direction sign in the archicaological site to lead to
the historical site so the visitors cannot know if there is something to be

visited there.

The problems as the residents and key figures see them are that 66.7% of
the tourists who visited the archaeological site do not go to visit the

historical site, the reasons that some of them 50% do not know about it,
the guide did not tell them are 38.6%, the connection between the two

site is not suitable for buses are 3.8% (Fig 5.8), problems in guide books
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and in interpretaion materials are 3.8% and for the reason the site is not

well conserved are 3.8%.

For the guides who are not visiting the historicai site, 50% of them
because they don’t have time, 21.8%,2.2% see that the historicl town is
not a tourists attraction, . 18% say there is no good acccess to the
historical town from the archaeological site, 9% that the hstorical part is

not mentioned in the guidebooks and 9% for the political situation.

From the residents point of view the reasons for that tourists are not
visiting the historical town 32% out of them see that there is a problem in
advertising and markiting the site, 25% of them see that there is a lack in
the quantity and quality of the facilities and tourists attractions in the old
town, 15% see that the problem is the connection bath between the two
sites, other 9% that tourists never heard about it, 11% agreed that the old
town is not conserved well to be a tourist attraction and only 8% say it is

a political problem.

Fig 5.6: the start of the connection path from the archaeological site without any

indication for the direction
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e} small souvenior shop f) cloth shop

Fig 5.7:services and facilties in the historical site
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Fig 5.9: the beginning of the connection path between the two sites from the

historical site

The residents openion to solve the problems are that:

-the square in the middle of the old town needs developing
5.3.3 Problems facing the Cultural Heritage sites

The cultural heritage resources are another problem that affect tourism

and caused decreasing in the number of tourtsts visiting Sabastia and their
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categories. Most of the sites are neglected and none of them is conserved

or restored to be used for tourists’ facilities or attraction.

5.3.3.1 In the archaeological site

The town had been exposed to many earthquakes that damaged its
remains dramatically and leave it on what we see today in the
archaeological site, which was influenced badly that it had been damaged
totally, and nothing is left from them. Other sites had collapsed into ruins,
even others still buried under the ground and no excavations had been
done since 1967. The weather is another problem that affect the

archaeological site as through such long history the site had exposed to

Fig 5.10: the roth of the animals on one of the columns in the colannde street

weather condition without any restoration or maintenance programs. The
sites also are not protected from the visitors and without any control, so
some of the remains had been stolen, people are writing on the remains or
jumping up and down on the ruins, these all are fatal problems to these
ruins. Therefore there must be excavations and restoration programs for
the archaeological site, and prepare a master plan to protect the site both
from the visitors and the weather to survive for the future and the coming

generations (Fig 5.10).
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5.3.3.2 In the Historical site

The historical town had 2 great architectural potential from the ottoman

period as almost all the existing buildings date from that period, these

potentials are really enough to raise the town to be an attraction for both

the visitors and the residents, but unfortunately the impressive and special

architectural buildings are neglected, empty, about to fill down and their

structure in danger and may anytime fill down on any one who passes

near them or wants to take a look in. Kayed palace is one of these

buildings that represent the period, itisina bad condition, used now as an

animal parking and storage for garbage. It is about to collapse as many

stone are about to fill down and many parts of it are damaged. Also the
trees full the place, the problem i
to rescue it although many proposals h
and to rehabilitate it to be a tourists attractio

r restoration and the large number of people who own it.

s that no body till now had taken a step

ad been done to reuse the palace

n. The problem is that the

coast it needs fo

The other building is Hiwarii big house it is also suffer from the same

problems. We can see that these two buildings and some other buildings

in the old town are not on any level a tourist’s attraction and even most of

them are not safe in their existing conditions. However, they could be

developed easily for that purpose so there must be a plan for the old town

to protect the old special buildings and control the development of new

building to respect the old ones in their styles and building materials. In

addition, we need the help from the residents of the town to be a tourists

attraction (Fig 5.11).
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e) concrete intervention in an old building f) cracks in the wall and fallen stone

Fig 5.11:cultural heritage problems in the historical site

5.3.4 Administrative problems

The archaeological site is controlled and governed by the Israelis

National Park Authority (in zone C
B, which is administrated by the

politically) but the stadium and the

old town 1s in zone PNA and Israelis.

tional Park Authority in the archaeological

There is an office for the Na
e is an official for

site (Fig 5.12), with a staff of two employees on

ticketing and arranging the tourists entrance, preparing the number of the

th the revenues from the site for the responsible

tourists each month wi
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person from the authority who comes every month to take this data, the
other one is for cleaning and guarding the site, both they get their salaries
from the Department of National Park Authority. The office works all the
days of the week except Friday but recently they work on Fridays as

many visitors come on this day,

Fig 5.12: the administration office of Israelis National Park in the arcgaeological site

All the revenues from the site now and since occupation are going to the
main office of the Department in Tel-Aviv, nothing is used for the
development of the site, on the contrary it is used for to enhancement of
other sites in the occupied territories. The Palestinian National Authority
had to take 25% of the revenues of the site due to the Peace Agreement
that was signed between the Palestinians and the Israelis, but till now they

did not take anything.

So the site is left without any development that is really help in the site
destruction, deterioration and accordingly decreasing the number of the
tourist. The site must move to be under the control of the Palestinian
National Authority and the revenues of it must reuse for the benefit of the

site.
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In the old town no tickets for the historical site; the mosque or the royal
Tombs, although during the British Mandate and the Jordanian role there
were tickets for the mosque (cathedral of St. John the Baptist) and an

employee for ticketing and there was for arranging the tourists’ entrance

to the site. During that time (British Mandate, and the Jordanian role) the
revenues were used for maintaining the water supply and other village
purposes; this compensate the restrictions which are placed on building
and quarrying in the area of the ruins, but when the Israeli Occupation
came the residents refused the ticketing for the mosque because the

revenues will not be for the town of course.

During the British Mandate, and the Jordanian role the tourists had to
spent 12 hours in the old town, as the colonnade street was not paved in
that time so the tourists used to come from the main road to the main
square of the town where there were a parking area, restaurants (Fig
5.13), and a well presentation modes, in addition to a guide specially for
the town with detailed information about the history site and the
monuments of it, and then the tourists go to the archaeological site. The
town and the resident have benefited much from tourism on the contrary

of now,

When the Israelis Occupied the west Bank in 1967, their safety and
security factors required not to enter the old town of Sabastia and to meet
the local people, so they paved the colonnade street in 1972. As a result
the path of the tourists to the old town had changed since that time and
the main road became the colonnade street to the archaeological site, this
forced the owners of the restaurants to close theirs in the old town and

constructed new ones near the archaeological site, which cause a sad
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beginning of the degradation in the old town and decreasing in the

number of the tourists visiting it (Map 5.3).

Thé old men of the town; Abu Aref, Abu Rasheed and Abu Mohammed
told me that before the British mandate the tourist had to come from the
West road (colonnade street) because the main road to the old town was
not in a good condition to come through, when the Mandate came they

enhance the road and after them the Jordanian enhanced it more.

Fig 5.13: the second floor of this building was a famous restaurant in the historical

site before the occupation in 1967,

5.3.4.1 Visitor’s fee to the ruins

The admission rates for the site are expensive according to the existing
situation of the site and to the quality and quantity of the facilities and the
services directed to the visitors, so these revenues must be used for
developing the site and the enhancement of it as it seems that they are not

used in this way.

The fees during the British Mandate were 50 mils per head visitor; 10

mils a head of parties of school children more than nine in number.
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Now the soldiers, the police and the Dep. of tourism employee are free
from payment. The tourists can bay a ticket to visit all the archaeological
sites in (Israel). The fees are: adult 14 NIS, youth (5-15) 6NIS, adult in
group (of 30 or more) 12 NIS, children in group (of 30 or more) SNIS
(Fig 5.14).

Fig 5.14: the board of the admission fce in the adminstration office

5.4 Effects of tourism on the town

The Ministry of Tourism and Antiquity/Israelis/ did not allow to construct
any building within the old city wall boundaries, because all the
archaeological remains are located in, and along the columned street. This
was a good step for the protection of the site, also the Palestinian Ministry

of Tourism and Antiquity is doing the same in the site nowadays.
Unfortunatly the residents do not get benefit from tourism and its

revenues as only 37.5% of the residents have a work that depends/relates

on/to tourism and those residents are the resturants and shops owners
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The Municipality of Sabastia as the Mayor had said that they have a plan
to develop the town and this plan is divided into three phases:(1)
developing the infrastructure, (2) developing the tourists sites, (3)
connection with tourists agencies to bring tourists to Sabastia, and the
Municipality now is doing the first phase the infrastructure such as roads

and water supply.

Public awareness is the most important factor in developing Sabastia, this
is what Mrs. Suhair Qadi -the director of Department of Planning at the
Ministry of Tourism- find it neccesary and helpful to develop tourism in
the town. In addition, to the broushours which reflect the real history of
Sabastia and sharing the community in projects or any activities that will
be taken in the town. Also Mr. Simonni (works in the Welfare and Riwaq
instituations), an Italian specialist in restoration and conservation,
encourage this step. The security of the tourists and their safety is the

responsibility of the Tourism Police in the site.

Therefore, we can see that every one is working on developing the site,
but they have to put togather their efforts and cooperate with the other
Ministries and authorties that could help also to develop Sabastia. It is
also important to share the community in their work and inform them

about their palns, and let them participate in certain projects.

However, these all are ideas but the real fact is that the Israeli National
Park Authority is the only one now who has the right to develop the site
especially the archaeological site which is in zone C, and thay are the

only one who are now doing some development on the site.
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5.8 Summary
The analysis and evaluation of the ¢h

been explained in the international, reg

arecterstics and potentials of

Sabastia hﬁd tonal, and local level,

in addition, all the ob

the town were al

sticals and problems that face and threat the

promotion of so analysed and explained. so the

that will be chossen for the develope
and compatiable with the town importance and its

strategies mnt and enhancemnt of the

town must be suitable,

needs, and will be implemnted depending on the priorities of the town’s

needs.
d immediately to get benefit from its

The town should be develope

potentials. believe that all parties that are involved in this matter

tourism

must cooperate and participate to enhance the site to be a tourists’

attraction not for specific catego

‘sustainable Tourism’.
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6.0.0 Introuduction

Conserving a monument is a part of this universal aspiration to reach all

to participate in the various forms, styles, and

experiences of beauty,

inspirations used in different cultures to produce artistic masterpieces.

In this perspective, conservation cannot be only a national responsibility;

that is why UNESCO initiated in 1972 a convention for the protection of

world patrimony. Linked to UNESCO, the International Council for

ents and Sites (JCOMOS) and the International Center for

nservation of Monuments (ICCROM) were also

Monum
Restoration and Co
founded. Up to June 1988, 1
ICOMOS and 288 monuments and sites in

02 nations have hecome members of

65 countries have been listed

as masterpieces by UNESCO.

The Aga Khan Award for Architecture founded in 1976 and more

recently, the AGA Khan Trust for Culture (1988) have the same universal

goals, although they consider only Muslim cultural places to empower

Muslim modern humanism.

The main achievement by these international organizations 1S the

f the cultural patrimony in all

awareness of the rapid deterioration ©
nk the problems of

societies and consequently, the necessity to rethi

cultural development on a world scale.
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Conservation of cultural heritage resources should be based on a clear

management structure and continuous monitoring of changes against the

baseline information and the statement of significance and character of

the site concerned (J okilehto, 1996).

After the evaluation for the existing urban context in Sabastia that is

formed from the archaeological site, historical town and the ph
unbalanced cultural values exist

ysical

environment, it is found that there is an

between them, proposals were put for solving this problem to connect and

make a linkage between these cultural values in a way 10 let the balance

be back. This linkage will represent h
tension of the Roman City plan to the east where the

ow the physical environment will

follow the ex

historical city and some remains and elements from the roman city exist,

(for example the east part of the city wall, the royal tombs, the mosque

(was the cathedral of St. John) and the end of the colonnade street). These

give a good reason that the two sites and their physical environment must

be linkage and connected in a proper way, as any proposal without

depending on 2 subjective reasons will face problems and difficulties, and
the attraction points will not be enough for the visitors to these sites and

encourage them to visit the historical town.

The linkage will have a very rational excuses to convince the visitors to

come into the old town, this path will attract the international tourism to

the old town, and will stop the deterioration of the buildings along it, as

the path was chosen passes through most of the important cultural

buildings and the upgrading of the path will indicates development of all

the buildings around it.
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For the other cultural buildings in the historical town Conservation

Master Plan will solve their problems. The priorities to conserve the

build"ings depend on the importance of these buildings in addition of the

threats they face will be the first thing taken into consideration. Map 6.1

shows the proposed cultural-tourist path and the cultural buildings around

its side that they should be conserved as soon as possible.

Choosing the management strategies cOmes after the management

assessment (analysis and evaluation) the potential and characteristics of

the cultural heritage site in Sabastia (Fig 6.1). The assessment will

potentials of the cultural heritage the town has and the

depend on the

hreats facing them, as they are explained and

problem, obstacles, and t
ion tools were used specially for this

understood well by the investigat
purpose, the strategies for developing the cultural heritage of Sabastia

will be chosen in a way suitable and compatible with the town needs.

However, three strategies were chosen cover alt kind of problems the

town face and each strategy covers a kind of problem it was chosen for :

on the cultural heritage of Sabastia

6.1 Conservati
s of Sabastia are the archaeological site and the

The cultrual heritage site

historcial town, not all the sites are protected by the law of antiquity, sO

develop a comprehensive regional method for the identification,

and management of historical and cultural resources post
here is no clear definition of historic /cultural resources

In the Particular Law of

evaluation,

1700(1) because t

and Antiquity in Palestinian National Authority-

Antiquity no:51 in the yearl966,in part one. item:2 the defenition of a

e monument, carved, built,
g before 1700 AD

monument is:any unmovable or movabl

discovered,or produced or amended by human bein
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included any added part to the monument or rebuild after that date-. Post
1700 AD historical and cultural resources are not protected by this law,

and therefore they are faced with widespread destruction and neglect,

often resulting from a limited view of conservation practice that considers

salvage and settlement archaeology of Greek, Roman, Byzantine, and
classic Islamic ruins (main general of tourism revenues) the ultimate

objective of cultural conservation.

This leaves the last three hundred years of human activities historical and
cultural heritage (excluding very few exceptions indicated by the
Minister) virtually unprotected.

So there must be a proposal for Palestinian legislation to avoid this
problem as The Department of Antiquity in PNA had done a new Law
Amendment of the Jordanian of the Jordanian Law 1966 that is still their
reference in the PNA till now and this Amendment still waiting for i1ts

approval from Legislation council, although the modified law is not

solving all the problems and obstacles exist, but in any way better than

the existing ones.

Current planning practices by the Municipality of Sabastia and other

governmental agencies do not incorporate the protection and management

of cultural resources into their planning schemes and projects and this can
be seen clearly in the Comprehensive Plan the Municipality is preparing,
as the archaeological site and the historical town are not taken into
consideration in this plan, and they are indicated as black spots in the map
that they are not integrated with the existing facilities or services of the
town. Demolition and misuse of existing historical structures are a

common outcome of development projects, no guidelines exist for

intervention already exists historical settings. The misusing of the cultural
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sites happened in many cases in the town as El-Kayed palace is used for
the animals now, and the same for other old buildings and of course as
the existing Palestinian Antiquity law doesn’t protect these buildings so
their owners can do any thing with them. As a result of these the new law
must be approved, or if this will take long time there must be a special
regulation for the town it self to protect it for its special importance, this
regulation can be done, and there is need to expand building regulations
and land use controls both in scope and intent to include conservation of

not only buildings, but also areas of historical and cultural significance.

The more we allow the physical heritage of the past to be decimated, the
less likely it will be that future generations will feel the link with their
cultural and historical roots. Lose that, and people may lose their sense of
identity, their national pride and self-esteem, and their will to build a

better future for their children.

Conservation of the existing rural stock in the town can help revitalize
inner city areas and recreate a rich cultural experience, such as addressing

the problems of social and functional segregation most modern cities

suffer from (Daher, 1996).

6.1.1 Conservation of the Historical Area and Buildings

The National Register of Historic Places defines a district as “a
geographically definable area — urban or rural, large or small — possessing
a significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites, buildings,
structures, and/or objects united by past events or aesthetically by plan or

physical development.”
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It is important to look at the potential historic district from the point of

view of how well itis defined. Thus, boundaries become critical as an aid

in definition.

A conservation policy for a particular area must take into account the

wider planning issues. It must address itself not only to the problems of

historic preservation, but also to new development and, therefore, to the

problems of height and density, and of the infrastructure. It must take into

account social and economic factors (Cantacuzino, 1990).

To deal with Sabastia in this way a planning process is needed, so a

Conservation Master Plan s the first step will be needed for the

development and conservation of the historical city, as it will be the

hat will conserve the cultural heritage resources if it will
gh the

emergency plan t
be studied well and taking every thing into consideration, althou

archaeological site is not tilt now under the control of the Palestinian

National Authority but it must be included in the Plan as a part of the
town and its cultural heritage, and if there is any political problem in the
area this do not mean this part is not part of the town and one day it will

be back. The goals from the Master Plan are to protect and conserve the

historical and archaeological sites and to control the development that

will take place there and this plan must have its regulations and laws that

will protect the past values (Fig 6.2).
6.1.1.1 Legislation for Buildings

There is a need for motivation and raising the general awareness towards

conserving old buildings in Sabastia.
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Choosing
management
strategies

1- Conservation

Conservation of the historical area and buildings

Conservation action plan
-First step and the top of the priorities will be needed for the
development and conservation of the historical city
-Conserve the cultural heritage resources
-Protect and conserve historical and archaeological sites
-Control and conserve historical and archaeological sites
-Control the development that will take place there
-It will have its regulations and town law that will control the
town’s future development and protect the past values.

-Up-grade the whole old city area (historical site)

Legislation for buildings
-1t exists but not implemented properly
-Without legislation, dcterioration of historic areas will
continue

Financial
-There must be incentives to help the owners of listed buildings
in conservation areas to fulfill his obligation, but there is a

problem in the case of Sabastia

Fig (6.2): Conservation
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The necessary legislation often exists but is not implemented properly, or
is even disregarded because there is insufficient commitment to
conservation. Without legislation, the deterioration of historic areas will
continue unable and it will be difficult to stem the tide of what is
conceived of as “progress and internationalism”.

But it is not axiomatic that enforcement of laws will follow enactment,
Even the existing elementary rules and regulations on buildings and land
use controls, have seldom been used by the Municipality of Sabastia. This
is partly because of lack of trained personnel and partly because the
Municipality is presently ill equipped to enforce the rules exist, this is due
that they do not have a future looking for the city, and that for them the
need for the residents to build is the first priority and they must not stop

them as the Israelis had done.

6.1.1.2 Financial and other incentives

There must be incentives to help the owner of a listed building or
buildings in conservation areas to fulfil his obligations, but unfortunatly
there is a problem in the case of Sabastia in the financial as there is no
much money exists there or in the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquity or
any other one of the parties that should be involved to fund excavations,
so the Municipality can help in the following if it will be possible:

i-Tax relief: exemption for owners of listed building or buildings in
conservation areas from property tax and value added tax (VAT).
ii-Taxing the beneficiaries: making available for conservation part of a
sales tax or VAT obtained from airlines, travel agencies, congress
organizers, hotels, shops and other services benefiting from tourism.

1ii- direct action by the local authority: through updating the infrastructure

through the acquisition, restoration and maintenance of key buildings.
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The Conservation Master Plan that will be prepared the Municipality of

can indicate the kind of development, which is not

Qabastia that

acceptable and the general forms and bulk of development which might be

acceptable.

1)- Conservation areas for special protection for which a few well-defined

ground rules must be laid down to control alterations and few
developments;

2)-Areas adjacent O conservation areas in which the height of new

development would be controlled to protect the conservation areas and

monuments of the city from intrusion.

3)-Areas beyond and for enough a way to allow any development, which

complies with the building regulations.

4)-Conservation of the important cultural buildings along the path, can be

started depending on the regulations, legislations and guidelines resulted

from the ACtion Plan. Reusing these buildings will protect and conserve

them, open work opportunities for the residents, and increase the

awareness of the residents towards their cultural heritage places and

increasing in tourism request for using the old cities as tourist’s

attractions: (Map 6.1)

El-Kayed Palace

It is supposed to be used as a motel, this will be very important as the

tourists will stay in the town more than hours, and this will enhance the

economical situation of the residents and the town. It has the opportunity

to be used in any way but of course it must be reuse
function both for the palace and for he town.

The plan of the palace repres
time of the Ottoman period (Plan 6.1).
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Works needed to the palace are: restoration works, as pilaster and tiling
the material will be used for this must be compatible with stone as the
palace is built from stone. New constructions essential for the new
function as the service rooms, these new addition can be treated in more
than one way; as they can be from stone as to have the same image of the
old, the other way that they will be contrast with the existing. Some parts
of the palace are collapsed so they can be rebuilt with the original stones.

(Fig 6.3) shows the |existing situation of the Palace.

Fig (6.3): El-Kayed Palace

Hiwari building

It is supposed to be used as a youth center, this will be very important as
the town in a need for such center.

The building consists of about twenty rooms distributed in three floors
with a central court, most of the rooms are destroyed and others are
needed restoration works, a concrete addition exists and they must be
removed (Plan 6.2). The main fagade which appears on the path has a very

dangers problems as there are cracks and felling stones which threat the
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whole building so it is needed an emergent restoration work for fixing
these stones, in addition, the buildings needs cleaning from the bushes and
plants. Supporting the existing walls and tiling, pilaster works are also
essential but their material and color mu.st be suitable with the stone,

which is the original material. (Fig 6.4).

Fig (6.4): Hiwarri Building

Quasquas house

This house locates in front of El-Kayed Palace and on the cultural tourists
path (Plan 6.1), it isa tradiﬁonal house but it had beautiful cultural values
different from the ones in the palace, it is neglected and half collapsed, so
restoration works are needed (Fig 6.5), it is supposed to be used with the

front courtyard as a small restaurant to serve the visitors and the workers

in the center proposed.

The house needs restorations works as support for the existing walls,
cleaning the site as it is full of rubbish and plants, tiling the floor as all
the original tiles are removed, in addition, reconstructing some of the
fallen walls by reusing the original ones, and constructing new rooms to

the new function.

177

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



Hosh Dar Ghazal
Restoration the area of the Hosh in front of Hiwarri building to be used as

traditional restaurant (Plan 6.2).

This place is a remain of a destroyed buildings so to restore and
rehabilitate them to be used with the court within them as a traditional
restaurant, this will be a public service for the area, the works of cleaning,
tiling, supporting the existing elements and infrastructure are needed, in

addition, new construction are needed for the new function (Fig 6.6).

The Restoration of the Mosque and the surrounding area

The mosque and the surrounding area have a very important history as it
was explained earlier (Fig 6.7).

Some of the surrounding buildings to the mosque are used as kid’s
library, although this place is proposed to be 2 museum for the remains
and findings of the town, this will be after construction a new buildings
for the library.

The mosque and the surrounding area need restoration works as restoring
the existing tiling, cleaning the site specially from the plants on the walls
and on the floor, mortar, constructing new services for the mosque such
as toilets and place of washing for pray, and removing the existing ones
as they are very harmful for the site,

For all the conserved buildings and after the restoration works there must
be a maintenance-planning program put for them, as if this is not done the

restoration works will be spoiled.

178

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



Fig (6.5): Quasquas House

Fig (6.7): The Mosque and the Surrounding
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6.1.2 conscrvation of the archaeological site

There is a great distinction between buildings, which are still occupied,
and buildings, which are in ruins. Buildings, which are in use, are still
adding to their history; they are alive. Buildings, which are in ruins, are
dead; their history is ended. “There are all the differences in the world in
their treatment. When a building is a2 ruin, you must do your best to
preserve all that is left of it by every means in your power... When you
come to a building, which is being used as a dwelling house, or a
church.... You have to perpetuate it as a living building, one adaptive to
the use of the present, but which has a history to be preserved.” (Emerick,
1997).

The existing system for the management and protection of archaeological
sites of Sabastia must be improved (Map 6.2). This coordination between
the various groups of archaeologists excavating the sites as the
responsibility of conserving them is not for he Municipality only but for
the other responsible parties (Ministry of Tourism and Antiquity and the
Ministry of Culture). The Municipality role is to aware the residents of
the importance of these archeological remains and how much they need.
The awareness programs can be given through lectures in the Societies
existing in the town to do minimum they can do by keeping away these
remains to keep them safe and to clean the site as this cleaning could be
done by the residents themselves feel loyalty to their archaeological site
as restoration projects for the remains and to prepare a maintenance
programs to be done for them within a studied schedule as restoration

without maintenance is not enough.

The existing situation of the archaeological remains is not good as most

of them are in ruins, little can identify themselves, so restoration program
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must be put as soon as possible; as for the Theater care must be given to
it as the collapsed part can be reconstructed by using the existing stones,
it must be cleaned from plants and trees which are harmful for it, and then
restoration must be done and applied. The Basilica can be reconstructed
and restored, as most of the monument remains exist in the site, just
needs care and attention, to clean the site from the plants and protect it
from the visitors as they do not appreciate the archae‘ological sites and
they jump on the stones. The Tower is in a good condition but it needs
cleaning around it so as to be seen clearer, and some restoration works.
The Temple of Augustus not much of it exists, (the stairs lead to it, and
the bases of the columns), so it just needs restoration, cleaning and
arrangements, and not let the visitors and animals walk on it. The
Crusader Church of St. John the Baptist, it is in a terrible situation so it
must first be cleaned from the trees and plants, support the walls and the
stones of it, as they are about to fell down, for the roof it can left as it is

or it can be reconstructed, a restoration program must be put for the site.

For all the sites any treatment will be applied must be compatible with the
sites and their historical background, and spectally the materials of
restoration as all the sites are from stone so the original materials must be
taken into consideration and what kind of treatments are suitable for
them. If any of these sites will be reused the proposed uses must not be
harmful for them as for the theater can be reused as activity place but this
activity must be suitable for the site and do not need heavy equipments or
those that can affect the side badly, and attendants to this activity must be

in small number.,

Through the program of restoration for the site, the presentation modes

must be taken into consideration specially the existing site’s signs as the
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information on them are only the name of the site, and this is not enough
at all, so a detailed information about the site and some explanation
sketches of the existing situation and reconstruction drawings, a site map
must be helpfﬁl for the visitors in all ages and different level of education
as they can understand it, and of course these information must be in
more than one language and the local language must be one of them. Not
to forget that these signs and explanation boards must be compatible with
the site in their materials and colors, as may they can be from olive wood
or from stones as the site is full of stones and olive trees, and they can be
from steel if they will be presented good in the site, of course, this can be
determined after analysis be done, and all of them must have the same

color, material and design.

Safety devices are also important for both the visitors and the workers in
the site as the site is in danger, and the visitors are exposed to fell in any
time without even a signs to caution or fences to protect them, so safety
devices must be applied as the fences, boards and signs for all the sites
which are danger, as the theater and the path lead to the hill, around the
palace of Omri, and along the way from the top hill to the crusader

church. The materials of course will be suitable for the site

For the remains that are still underground there must be excavation works
to uncover them so as the site to complete, but of course excavation is
prohibited unless a conservator is present on the team and a plan to

preserve the site is found to be adequate by the department of Antiquities.

Resources to implement the preservation plan for the site must be
included in the project budget, and executed by the members of the team

or someone appointed by the project upon approval of the Antiquities
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Department, for example the archaeological sites that still underground
are the Temple of Kore, as it was never excavated but its location is
know, the Greek City as most of its remains are not found at all although
they are mentioned in the books, Stadium of the roman city which was
excavated and reburied again. The end of the Colonnade Street, which is

not known, and this is in the east part of the Roman city.

The fact that there is little provision for post-excavation protection of the
site is a serious problem. The department of Antiquities needs to

implement a new policy concerning excavation. The following is

suggested.

If the preservation of the site cannot be provided for in an exposed
condition, the research team may opt to re-bury the site. Re-buried sites
must be stabilized before burial. A time capsule including the findings
and data of the research team must be buried with the site. A copy of
findings and a list of all conservation treatment for both exposed and re-

buried sites must be deposited with the Antiquities Department.

The British Mandate had buried the site of stadium after excavated it so

as not to be destroyed, the site was documented and photos were taken for

the site, they did this before they left the country in 1948.

6.2 Using A Comprehensive Concept of Upgrading in Sabastia

The comprehensive concept of up-grading is based upon four main items,

three specialized items and a more comprehensive one.
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Upgrading the historical area and the archaeological site in Sabastia,
should be dealt with through a defined conceptual out line and strategy.

1- Up-grading of the infrastructure

2- Up-grading the social services, religious buildings, educational,

health and cultural.
3- Up-grading built up mass.
These three fields will not cover up the comprehensive concept of the
up-grading
4- Up-grading the community:

Dealing with social, economic aspects of the society, the enclosed space
in which the individual lives, the social services and infrastructure utilities
and the surrounding environment. Thus the up-grading of the community
covers up-grading of the infrastructures, the social services and the built

up mass all together with the social and economic up-grading of the
community itself (Fig 6.8).

6.1.1 Up-grading the infrastructure
Upgrading the infrastructure is in fact very important, as the existing
situation of infrastructure in Sabastia in general and in the old town and

the archaeological site in particular is not good at all in levels (Fig. 6.9).

The streets in the old town are in bad condition: paths between the
houses are paved with asphalt and there is accessibility for cars and
motors mobiles, which could cause damage to the old houses and their

structures, asphalt should be replaced with cobble stone to be for
pedestrian (Fig 6.10).
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2-Up-grading

Using the comprehensive concept of up-grading in Sabastia

Upgrading the Upgrading the
infrastructure

social services

Upgrading
built up

Upgrading the
community

Fig (6.8): Using the up-grading concept in Sabastia
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2-upgrading

Upgrading the infrastructure
-Streets in the old town
-Connection path
-Main city center
-Water/sewage

-The existing facilities and services

Community participation and involvement

Kig (6.9): up-grading the infrastructure and community participation
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Fig (6.10): A Street in the Old Town

The connection path between the old town and archaeological site is also
paved with asphalt and there is access for the cars (Fig 6.11). The
researcher, according to the field work and the opinion of the residents
and tourists, believe that this path must be for pedestrians only as this will
protect it and the existing buildings there, also the road directed to the
archaeological site needs to be paved with flag stone and strengthen the
historical image (Map 6.3). The buildings on the path must be upgraded as
their fagades are very important for the visitors along the path, so
upgraded them must be in a way to preserve their looking and
architectural style, as alll the buildings must have the same way of

treatment, and they must be cleaned all the time.

The whole tourists path must be upgraded and changed, as the new access
must be from the main road (Nablus-Jenin road) directly to the old town.
Then the visitors will follow the cultural path to the archaeological site on
foot, and after they finish their travel they will be back to the old town. By
this the old town will be upgraded and developed at all the levels (Map
6.4).

188

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



am the main rcod Nablus-Jenn Road

I

Map (5.4» the Froposed Tourists 8!5 line tp the old town

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit




1S00 SS9y JO BIUsD - Ueplor Jo AlsiBAIUN JO AkeiqiT - PaARSSY SIUDIY |1V

UADL P2 #43 Wl au dik| S3S|Wn0]) maN 3yl 40 Yu3ag g gydoy

P

190




Fig (6.11): Parts of the Connection Path

The Main Center-Court of the town must be upgraded, so as to support
its importance of hosting all the cultural and social activities and the
center of attraction, in addition it will have a function of visual and

organic connection in the site (Plan 6.3).

It is locate in the center of the old town and surround by new buildings
that hide the old traditional ones, many shops, and of course the public
park (Fig 6.12). The court must be for pedestrians use only and not for
cars as it is now; new landscape is needed for the area, upgrading the
facades of all the traditional buildings on it by restoring, and developing

the new ones to be in a way compatible with the old ones.
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for these facilities in the two sites, as the existing ones in the old town are
not enough or satisfy the visitors’ needs. The new constructed ones can be
in the old town center and along the path, and in the archaeological site
around the forum and along the colonnade street, The reused buildings

can be the same ones that we suggested earlier in this chapter.

6.2.2 Community participation and involvement
The success of the upgrading process through “self-help” bearing in mind
that this process aims merely to improve the living conditions of those
inhabitants by all measures.
As up-grading project should gain some public attention specially when
dealing with various socia] organizations. This includes radio, television
and newspapers because that are the unique tools along which an up-
grading concept could be transmitted through out the community. In this
way the community could be more familiar with the up-grading concept
as well its role in its application. The Municipality turn is to establish a
committee formed from the residents and especially the women and the
youth, this committee will be helpful in building awareness among the
local people and can help in doing projects by themselves to develop the
town,
The “self help” concept initiates a feeling of belonging to the place that
ensures the community’s approval and supervision over the other
upgrading projects in the area. This is a very good step if it is done with
the community of Sabastia, as the followings will explain the importance
of this “self help” will help much in the development.
The self help” policy enables the Municipality of Sabastia in directing
several upgrading projects at the same time with less expenses and
responsibilities as the residents can share in funding the projects of

upgrading or conservation and they can manage projects themselves, this
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will let them feel more loyal to the town and they will care more in its
development.

Thus the progression of the upgrading project primarily depends upon the

coordination between the community and all systems involved and that is

the Government. The community can play an important and vital role in
the upgrading project through “self help” along the different fields of
actions. As the residents of the town can help in up-grading projects. For
example, they can share in cleaning in front of their houses and buildings
in the connection bath and they can also share in conserving (restoring
and maintaining) the frontage of their houses to keep the path in a good
architecture form that help maintain the image of historic Sabastia.

Helping also in up-grading the main town center by financing such

projects they will feel more loyal to the town. Cleaning the plaza by the .

students of the schools can help a lot in cleaning the town paths and plaza

and between the archaeological remains. Moreover, the local societies can -

help by giving lectures to the women of the town about the importance of
keeping the city clean and conserve their houses by themselves. Not this
alone but taking care of their cultural heritage resources from bring
affected again is the main step after up-grading it as if this is not done
these efforts will not be effective at all and will be lost forever.

Also the participation of the residents in the future maintenance works as
after the restoration of the sites and buildings in the town is finished no
maintenance is done for them although after a specified period these

buildings will need maintenance works, so the residents can do this.
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6.3 Sustainable development

According to Blowers Sustainable Development is not something to be
achieved on the margins, as an add-on to current polices, but requires a
fundamental and revolutionary change in the way economies and societies
are developed and managed. Sustainable development is an integrating
concept, bringing together local and global, short and long term plans, the
environment and the development. It argues the need for action now to
defend the future.

Development is often confused with growth. Growth conveys the idea of

physical or quantitative concept incorporating notions of improvement
and progress and including cultural and social, as well as well as
economic, dimensions. Sustainable development requires that we have
regard to the earth’s regenerative capacity the ability of its system to
recuperate and maintain productivity. Thus the conservation of resources

is a strong component of sustainable development (Blowers, 1997).

For development to be sustainable, it has to be identified five fundamental
goals that should guide all decisions goals that should guide all decisions
concerning future development and pursuit effective polices need to be
developed:

1- Resource Conservation

2- Built Developmént.

3- Environmental Quality

4- Social Equality

5- Political Participation

Using the Sustainable development in the case of Sabastia: (Fig 6.13)
1) Conservation of built environment in the means of sustainable

development:
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Sustainable
development

Using the sustainable development in Sabastia
-Conservation of built environment in the means of sustainable
development
-Sustainable development approach to conserve the historical

town

Fig (6.13): Sustainable development approach
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Both listed buildings and conservation area controls deal with the
preservation of the built environment. Such special policy regimes would
satisfy the Brundtland definition in that they seek to maintain the nation’s
built heritage for the benefit of future generations, Such polices also focus
attention on matters such as the sympathetic re-use of listed buildings in
the old town of Sabastia or the enhancement of conservation areas for the
service of both the residents and the visitors by this no new materials will
be used and this will protect the environment and the cultural resources as

thts will recreate the old town and make it attracted for the visitors.

2) Sustainable development as an approach to conserve the historic town:
Developing the conservation areas which has the historical value in the
past and needs all the support with the continuous using it through the
developing and renewable the old town and the archaeological site as a
whole with the surrounding of it so as to have a comprehensive
development and taking care of the environmental dimension.

Sustainable development cares with the natural areas in the town of
Sabastia as it has very beautiful landscape areas around the archaeological
site and the old town (Fig 6.14). Preserving or conserving the natural
resources with a condition to reduce the modern buildings inside the
historical area will be a very good step; as the old neglected buildings can
be reused for the functions needed and this will not influence the
environment or the natural landscape. Administration for environmental
planning as a basis for developing the historical areas and this will use all
the available resources with the highest quality of the reusing. Preserving
the natural landscape will be by reserving the olive trees in the town and
keep them inside the town as there are many olive trees among the

archaeological remains and really it gives the site a special looking, and
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all the other trees the town is famous of like the apricot and the fig and

others.

Fig (6.14);: The Landscape within the Archaeclogical site

The Municipality of Sabastia is being encouraged to adopt sustainable
polices in their local structure or unitary development plans, as it will
preserve and protect the environment, natural resources and the cultural

buildings and monuments.

Conclusions and Recommendations

Coming through the three strategies were chosen to develop the town. I

see that all these cannot be doen in the same time, but they will be

implemented up to money, time, and technicl priortiies. So there will be

short term plan/action/emergency plan, and long term plan.

1-Short plan/emergency plan that must be done in the very near time:
-Working in the implementation of the new access path (trip line) in
the town, as the existing one does not develop the old town and the
economical situation of the residents, so it must be changed as soon as
possible.
-Creating a good way of advertising and divulgating the importance of
the town so as to attract the donars to fund conservation and upgrading

projects.
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-Building awareness and responsibility among the residents and the

local people.

-Safety devices in the archaoelogical and historical sites must be done.

-Up-grading the infrastructure; the streets in the old city, the

connection path, the main city center, the water and sewage systems.

-conserving the old buildings.

2-Long term plan:
-Master conservation plan; reusing the historical buildings.
-Managemnt of the site is missing, and so there must be z site
manager both for the archaeological site and the historical town:as
in the historical site there is no kind of management, and the
existing one in the archaeologicla site is not good, but just a kind of
administration and it is under the control of the Israelis which we
all hope that the site must be controled by the Palestinians,
represented by the Ministry of Tourisma and Antiquity, of course
this control must be included with a good managemnt policy for
the site, and there must be a site manager that will take all the
responsibilities of the two sites, although the main task of the site
manager consists of finding a balance between conservation and
enhancement of the monumnets, remains and buildings, and the
basic responsibility of the site manager should be implementation
of the Conéervation Master Plan. The site manager will be
responsible about the needs of the site especially the human
resoureces, as to employe the needed number for the site as really
there is a need for more workers for the cleaning, tickiting,
professionals for doing the conservation works and trianed guides
for the town.
-Excavation of the archaeological site.

-Community participation and involvement.
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Appendix (4.1)

Questionnaire
An -Najah National University Questionnaire Not.....oveinvnennnn.
Faculty of Graduate Studies Month:...ioiieiriiin
Department of Urban and Regional Planning Place:.ciivinrinnnann
Questionnaire

“Management of the Cultural Heritage of Sabastia”

Dear tourist:

[ am “ZAHRA’ ALI ZAWAWI” 1 am doing this research as part
of the requirement for the MA. Degree in Urban and Regional Planning at
An-Najah National University. This questionnaire aims to study the
tourists needs, attractions, facilities and the connection path between the
archaeological site and the historical site,. This data will be used for
academic purposes and will not reveal the identity of the respondents.
Please put an (X) in the suitable place.
1.Age
2.Sex male( ) female( )
3.Level of education

-( ) Below Secondary Stage
-( ) General Secondary Certificate
-( )} Community College
-( ) University -
-( YMA.
-( )PhD.
4.Job .
Looking forjob( )} housewife ( )
Government { )
Private sector ( )} retired ( )
5.Nationality
American ( ) European{ ) Asian( ) African{ )
Australia () Palestinian( ) Israelis{ ) Arabs( )
6.Reasons of the visit

Educational ( ) cultural ( ) recreational ()
Religious ()

7.Is It your first time visiting Sabastia?
Yes( ) no{ )

8. Was it in your plan to visit Sabastia?
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Yes( ) no{ )

9.If yes, Who plan it for you?

-( )travel agency

-( ) your university

-( ) your work

-( ) you and friends

-( ) other
10.1f no, why?

-( ) itis on the trip line

-( ) I paid for the ticket in the airport
11.what sites are you going to visit?

12. What attracted you here?

Excellent | Good

Fair

Poor

Church of St. John the
Baptist

Forum

Basilica

Stadium

Hellenistic tower

Theater

Temple of Augustus

City gate

Columned street

Roman tomb

Church of the invention of
the head of St. John the
Baptist

Tourist guide

Prices of gifts and
souvenirs

Quality of gifts and
souvenirs

Prices at tourist restaurant

Services at restaurants

Availability of recreation
places to spend free time

Social life at tourist sites

Treatment of inhabitants of
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tourism sites

Security

13.did you visit the Historical site?

Yes( ) no( )
14.if no, why?

[ don’t know about it

I don’t have time

No facilities or attractions
existing there

Political problems

The connection path between the
two site is not suitable for a tourist
town

The connection path between the
two site is not suitable for buses to
go from up to down and the
opposite

Afraid to face problems
with the residents

The guide of the trip didn’t
tell us about it

Problems in the
guidebooks and  the
interpretation modes

The site is not well conserved or
upgraded to be a tourist attraction

15. If yes, what is your evaluation of the following?

Doesn’t | Good | Fair Poor
exist

Church of St. John the
Baptist

Roman tomb

Ottoman houses
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Tourist guide

Social life at tourist sites

Treatment of inhabitants of
tourism sites

Facilities and Service
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-{ ) private sector
-( )retired
-{ ) other, explain
6.Does your work depend / relate to tourism
Yes( ) no( )
7. If yes,
)} you own a shop
) owner of a restaurant
) working in a restaurant
) you are a guide
) working in Tourism Police
) working the National Park Office
) in Ministry of Tourism and Antiquity
8.Location of your work
-( ) inthe old town
-( ) in the archaeological site or near
-( ) other cities
9.Do you in, any way, benefit from tourism, explain?

-( )yes ( Jno

1
Ea N W A N e W

10.how often you see tourists visiting the old town?

11.which way do they come from?

-( ) the connection path between the two sites walking

-( ) the connection path between the two sites by car

-( ) the connection path between the two sites by minibus

-( ) from the Main Road directly to the old town

-( ) from the Main Road after visiting the Archaeological site
12.What monuments or sites they usually come to visit?

-( ) Mosque ( It was St. John the Baptist Church- Crusader

period)

-( ) the Ottoman Palaces

~( ) the Roman tombs

-( ) the old town and its traditional historical houses and paths

-( Hall
13.what facilities they use?
-( ) the Park
-( ) the shops
-( ) other
-( )all

14. How much time do they spend?
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15.How do they come? As:
-( ) individuals
() groups
-( ) small group (by Taxi)

16.their Nationalitities
-( ) Palestinian
-( ) Arabs
-( ) Israelis
-( ) American
-( ) European
( ) African
-( ) Asian
() Mixed
( ) others
17.In comparison with the Archaeological site do you see that
the number of the tourists visiting the old town:
-( ) more than the Archaeological
-( )less
«( ) the same
-( ) can’t be compared

18.If the number of the tourists is less than who are visiting the

archaeological site. What is the reason?

Loss in facilities and
attractions

No facilities or
attractions

The residents don’t accept to see
the visitors (residents attitude)

the old town is not Conserved
well to be a tourist attraction

The tourists never
heard about it

Problem in the advertising,
promotion and marketing for the
old town

The tourist who wvisit the
archaeological site can’t come
to the old town by bus because
it can’t pass the path between
the two sites
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Appendix (4.3)

Questionnaire
An -Najah National University Questionnaire Not..vvevervreenannns
Faculty of Graduate Studies Month:....ccccvvivea.
Department of Urban and Regional Planning Place:...ccoiininn.
Questionnaire

“Management of the Cultural Heritage of Sabastia”

Dear Guide:

My name is “ZAHRA’ ALI ZAWAWI” | am ding this research as
part of the requirement for the MA. Degree in Urban and Regional
Planning at An-Najah National University.This questionnaire aims at
studying the connection path between the archaeological site and the
historical site and the number of tourists visiting the town. This data will
be used for academic purposes and will not reveal the identity of the
respondents.

Please put an (X) in the suitable place.

1.Age
2.Sex - male( ) female ()
3.Nationality
Israelis () Arabs( ) others ()
4.1t is your first time in Sabastia
Yes( ) No( )

5.If yes, what sites are you planning to visit?
Agree | Disagree | Don’t
know

Church of St. John the
Baptist

Forum

Basilica

Stadium

Hellenistic tower

Theater

Temple of Augustus

City gate

Columned street
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Roman tomb
Church of the invention of
the head of St. John the
Baptist
Ottoman palaces
Cultural landscape
0. are you going to visit the Historical site?
-( )yes -( )no
7. If yes, what sites you are going to visit?
Agree | Disagree | Don’t
know

Roman tomb

Church of the invention of
the head of St. John the
Baptist

Ottoman palaces

Cultural landscape

8.If no, what are the reasons?

Agree Disagree | Don’t
know

You don’t have time

You don’t know about it
You think that it will not
attract the tourists or you
It is not mentioned in the
guide books or in the
brochures

Political aspects

No good access to the
historical site from the
archaeological site

7.what kinds of tourists do you take to visit the historical
site :
-( ) all kind of tourist
-( ) pilgrimage tourists to visit the church
-( ) who are looking to see the Ottoman Architectural
buildings
-( ) who are interested to in to see old buildings
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Appendix (4.4)

Questionnaire

An -Najah National University Questionnaire Not....ccovvivvirnns

Faculty of Graduate Studies Month:..........vuee.

Department of Urban and Regional Planning Place:....covivmveann
Questionnaire

“Management of the Cultural Heritage of Sabastia”

Dear Sir/Mam:

My name is“ZAHRA’ ALI ZAWAWTI”I am doing this research as
part of the requirement for the MA. Degree in Urban and Regional
Planning at An-Najah National University.This questionnaire aims at
studying the connection path between the archaeological site and the
historical site and the number of tourists visiting the town, This data will
be used for academic purposes and will not reveal the identity of the
respondents.

Please put an (X) in the suitable place.

1.Name
2.Age
3.0Occupation

4.From your occupation can you specify/give the number of the
tourists visiting Sabastia

Yes( ) No( )
5.1f yes, how many?

6.Do you see that this number suitable for the site importance,
explain?

7.What can you in your occupation help in increasing the
number of the tourists?

8. Do you have the ability to influence tourism decision-making?
Yes( ) no{ )

9. If yes, what can you do?
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