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Abstract

The International protection of medical staff has been an important issue
nowadays due to political fluctuation, wars and revolutions (Arab Spring)
including the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territories. As a result,
wars and struggles lead to having casualties and wounded people who need
medical care and protection. Furthermore, this protection cannot be served
without having medical staff that should be protected all the time in order
to do their duties and tasks using their expertise in treating wounds,
overcoming pain and agony. Also, one of their tasks is implementing the
related agreements especially the Fourth Genéve Convention which aims at
lifting the feeling of pain and agony. Furthermore, the protection of the
medical staff can only be through the implementation of the previously

mentioned convention.

In this study, the concept of medical services and their individuals who are
protected by international law are going to be tackled. To begin with, the
sources and principles of the HIL are focused on in order to ease the

understanding the laws of the protection of the medical staff.

Also, the definition of the concept of medical staff is highlighted
considering them protected according to the Fourth Geneva Convention

(FGC); whoever works in medical jobs is protected by law according to the
b



FCG. Furthermore, the researcher is going to emphasize the limits of the
protection of medical staff and the stipulation of having it through studying
the FGC 1 in 1864 dates on the 12" of August, 1949. Furthermore, the
legal commitments of the individuals of the medical staff are taken in

consideration to know when they lose their protection.

In addition, this study deals with the mechanisms and ways of protecting
medical personnel according the HIL including the FCG highlighting the
role of the members of the FCG in providing the required protection for the
medical personnel in the contesting states. Also, the researcher highlights
the hindrances facing medical personnel in Palestine including the repeated
Israeli occupation assaults and violating the FCG’s articles which

criminalize its acts.

Furthermore, the researcher highlighted the viable options for the
Palestinian state to prosecute the Israeli occupation for its repeated assaults
on medical personnel in Palestine and the reaction of the Palestinian

government toward these assaults.

In this study, the researcher deals with the problematic issue of the
traditionality of the articles of the HIL. In other words, they don’t cope
with the recent developments internationally including the multiplicity of
international armed disputes and the abundance of arsenal in light of the
international community’s silence about breaking these articles without

amending them.



This led to the helplessness of these rules to protect medical personnel as
their lack of implementation in the West Bank and Gaza has led to showing
the helplessness of the international community to force the

implementation of these articles.

From these problems, a number of questions which the researcher will
attempt to answer them that the researcher followed the descriptive
analytical methods considering them the best methods for the deduction of

these texts and clarifying them.

Thus, after analyzing the results, the researcher concluded and

recommended the following:

1. The Israeli army in Palestine is included in the protocols of the FCG
that each agreement determined the way of its implementation

including the occupation partially or completely.

2. The carelessness of the Israelis and violating the HIL by violating the
rights of the medical personnel proved that the HIL is not appropriate
for the recent developments in the arena. Also, the Palestinian division
i1s one of the most influential hindrances and difficulties facing the

Palestinian medical personnel

3. The international silence on the Israeli violations against the Palestinian

medical personnel has made the HIL unable to protect them.



Concerning the recommendations in the Palestinian situation, they can be

summarized as the following:

1. Providing the required protection for the Palestinian medical personnel

in the West Bank and Gaza in their confrontation of the Israeli army.

2. Ending the division between Fatah and Hamas will improve
cooperation between them leading to increasing the strength of the

Palestinian situation in facing the Israeli occupation.

3. Documenting all the atrocities of the Israeli army against the
Palestinian medical personnel and showing them to international courts

and related institutions



