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Abstract

Social studies are regarded as a fundamental component of the global educational
system, significantly contributing to the development of individuals' personalities and
their social, cultural, and political growth. These disciplines play a vital role in
reinforcing students' social values and attitudes, thereby enhancing their national and
cultural identities. This is achieved through students' active engagement with the
curriculum, the acquisition of essential skills and knowledge, and the application of

their learning in everyday contexts.

This study seeks to analyze the content of social studies textbooks for eighth and ninth
grades with a focus on gender representation. The researcher utilizes a descriptive
analytical method, and the sample comprises social studies textbooks intended for the
eighth and ninth grades at the upper primary level, in accordance with the official
Palestinian curriculum for the academic year 2020/2021. The analysis includes the
content of both the first and second parts of each textbook for the eighth and ninth

grades.

An analytical instrument has been developed to assess the content of social studies
textbooks intended for eighth and ninth-grade students in Palestine, with a particular
emphasis on gender issues. This instrument is grounded in previous research pertaining
to gender measurement, treating each paragraph as an appropriate unit of analysis. The
analysis of the textbook is conducted based on the degree to which gender-related

criteria are incorporated within each paragraph.

The results indicate that female participation in the authorship of the eighth-grade social
studies textbook was 16.5%, whereas male participation constituted 83.3%. The data
also reveal a significant disparity in character representation, with males accounting for

87.27% in the first section and 86.40% in the second section, while the percentages of
b



female representation were only 12.72% and 13.55%, respectively. These findings
confirm the existence of gender bias in textbooks, as they depict a greater number of

male characters and portray both genders in traditional roles.

Keywords: Social studies curriculum, gender perspective, eighth grade, ninth grade,
gender representation, textbook analysis, Palestinian education system, gender bias in

education.



