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Abstract

The advancement and evolution of societies across various domains have led to the
emergence of a novel category of crime linked to the intricate and swift development of
technology and information systems. Given that the substantiation of such crimes
necessitates criminal evidence upon which judicial decisions are founded, this study
aims to fulfill its objectives by illustrating the adherence of criminal judges to the
procedural protocols for the preliminary investigation of cybercrime in accordance with
Palestinian legislation. Furthermore, it will offer recommendations to Palestinian
legislators for the amendment of pertinent laws governing criminal investigators and
judges, as well as provide advice and guidance intended to enhance overall performance
in this field.

The study also seeks to enhance investigative procedures and standardize policies to
facilitate effective crime investigations. Additionally, it aims to examine and identify
the factors that influence the success of criminal investigations, as well as to address the

challenges and dilemmas encountered in this process.

The study arrived at several conclusions, the most significant of which is that electronic
investigations in Palestine are hindered by inadequate guidelines pertaining to the
investigation of electronic crimes. This deficiency results in suboptimal performance by
the Electronic Crimes Investigation Department of the police. It is evident that the
Palestinian Criminal Procedure Law No. 3 of 2001 necessitates amendments to enhance
the efficacy of electronic crime investigations and the collection of digital evidence.
Furthermore, the law lacks provisions that detail the procedures for handling digital
b



evidence, including its seizure, analysis, and evidentiary value. Additionally, the
Palestinian legal system is devoid of standardized instructions or guidelines that
elucidate the processes for seizing digital evidence, and the law does not adequately
address the inspection of computer data and data related to electronic transactions. The
study has put forth several recommendations, the most significant of which is the
development of precise administrative procedures for the investigation department. This
is essential to ensure effective oversight of cybercrime cases. Additionally, it is
recommended that the Penal Code be amended to include provisions for the
criminalization of cybercrime, taking into account the severity of such offenses, their
potential threat to both national and global security, and the extent of the damage caused
by the unauthorized disclosure of confidential information and the identification of the

perpetrators.

Keywords: Cybercrime, Criminal procedure, Preliminary investigation, Digital

evidence, Palestinian legislation, Judicial oversight.



