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Abstract

The importance of this study is to discuss the influential role of the
integrated architectural design of the patients’ surrounding medical
environment in creating a comfortable atmosphere, which effectively affect

the final outcome of the treatment program for these patients.

This study aims to analyze the design problems of the hospitals in Palestine
and to provide suitable solutions to these problems according to the
international standards, and to study the interaction between the user and
the interior spaces of the building in order to conclude the impact of the

surrounding environment on the users’ behavior inside the hospital.

In order to understand the relationship between the surrounding
environment and the human behavior in hospitals, the researcher conducted
a study on private hospitals in Nablus city to analyze the environmental,

functional and psychological conditions of these hospitals.



The researcher followed the Post Occupancy Evaluation method based on
statistical analysis and conclusions regarding users’ satisfaction of hospital
facilities, and an architectural analysis for the design of the selected

hospitals in order to identify the weaknesses and shortcomings.

The results of the study concluded that the functional, environmental,
aesthetic, social and psychological components of the hospital’s interior
spaces play an essential role in the process of patients' recovery and can

also affect the visitors’ and workers’ psychology as well.

As a conclusion, hospitals in Palestine suffer from many design problems
as that many of them were not designed primarily as a hospital building,
but were transformed into a hospital later. In addition, hospitals lack from
some services such as adequate parking and gardens surrounding the
buildings, suitable space for patients and their visitors, and employees’

facilities.



