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Abstract

The Effect of Free Reading
on Ninth Grade Students’ Writing Composition
in English in Nablus Schools

Submitted by :
Maha Subhi Shahrouri

Supervised by:
Dr. Suzan Arafat

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of free
reading activity on the ninth grade students’ writing composition in
English in Nablus Schools on the one hand, and showing the
importance of feedback beside free reading strategy in writing

composition, on the other hand.

The population of this study consists of (4280) of all the ninth grade
students at Nablus schools’ district, who attended the first semester of
the year 1999-2000, while the sample of the study comprised six
schools chosen randomly, three for boys, and the others for girls. Each

time two schools were chosen randomly one for males, and the other

vin
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for females to form the three groups of the study (traditional/ control ,

free-reading (EG1), free-reading and feedback (EG2) groups ).

A pre-test in writing composition was given to the three groups.
The experimental group one read suggested six short stories
successively at home. The experimental group two read the same six
short stories, but a discussion and feedback followed at the end of
reading each short story. The time allowed for reading each story was

one week. A post-test in writing composition was given to the three
groups.

Paired t-test, co-variance (ANCOVA) and Sidak post-hoc were
used to test and analyze the hypothesis of the study. The results show
that

there is a significant difference in students’ post achievements in
writing between the groups in favor of experimental group “2”.

In the light of the results, the following recommendations were
given:
« There is a need to study the effect of free reading activity on
other areas of language learning such as: vocabulary,

structure, listening and reading skills.
* The Ministry of Education should encourage the use of free

reading by offering the type of literature that suits students of

both sexes in terms of their needs and interests. (>

L]

« Teachers should be interested in free reading and motivate

their students to do so in their free time.

AnN aj’él:i Unive rs;fig})
~ Nablus
2000
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Chapter one

Introduction:

It is undoubtedly difficult to specifically determine when writing was
first used by the humans as a means of communication and self-
expression. However, there is an interpretation which is strongly adopted
: it is widely believed that __the early drawings made by the ancient-

humans were the seeds out of which writing developed.

Anyway, the invention of writing was actually considered one of the
great and fruitful human inventions so far achieved as it permits a society
to permanently record its poetry, its religion, its history and its
technology. It is also widely used formally and informally in daily life
activities. Rice (1985) reported that educators viewed writing as a tool
for learning in all subjects. It is considered as one of the most important
skills that a learner of English as a second language needs. McGregor and
Bright (1970) viewed it as an essential and significant part in the teaching
system of any language. They also considered it the most difficult skill
students learn, and teachers often feel confused about how to approach

writing instruction.

The quantity and quality of composition written by our secondary
students in both languages Arabic and English reflect the bad situation of
teaching writing in our schools. (Ababneh, 1987).

One of the related linguistic experiences that helps in learning the
writing skill in general is free reading. Broughten et.al. (1980) believed

that teaching English for foreigners should include extensive reading,

1
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which has to start at the beginning of the elementary stage. They add
that extensive reading is the easiest way of bringing the foreign learner

into contact with a substantial body of English Language.

Extensive reading is one of the basic elements in the development of
the reading skill of students. According to Jayyusi (1990) students in the
tenth grade are expected by the end of their scholastic year to have
developed the habit of reading for pleasure in their spare time. The
rationale seems to be that students gain much from outside reading as

they do in the classroom, or by using the set books.

Linguists pointed to the importance of the reading-writing
relationship. Abodering (1986) claimed that there is a positive relation
ship between good writers and readers. He also stated that additional
reading has a positive influence on students’ writing ability in general.
Nevertheless, when used in conjunction with free reading and writing
activities, core books offer teachers and students many enjoyable literary

experiences.

Rentzel and Cooter (1992) stated that reading and writing are
reciprocal processes. Indeed, it does not seem possible to positively affect
one without improving the other. Reading quality text and writing for

authentic purposes are crucial elements of the holistic teaching.

The traditional approach to the teaching of writing has focused on the
written composition. Stalland (1977), (as sited in EL-Abed, 1992),
compared the written composition to an artifact. The analog y is valid,
since the written composition is the sequence of the writer's efforts; it is
the product of writing and therefore an artifact. |

?
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Writing instruction has changed significantly in recent years.
Composition teachers of past decades typically assigned students the task
of preparing research papers or reports as the primary mode of
instruction. In this * one-draft mentality” students handed in their report,
and the reports were graded by the teacher, returned, and most likely
forgotten. In recent years, researcher- practitioners like Donald Graves
(1983) and Lucy Calkins (1986) have helped teachers (and students)
understand that writing is a process instead of a one-time “ quick dirty
project” ( Rentzel and Cooter, 1992: 418) Children are taught to
understand  and use the phases of authorship. The key to success is that
students feel their writing projects have a purpose and an audience

beyond a teacher with a grading pencil.(Rentzel and Cooter, 1992).

Harmer (1983) defined reading as “an exercise dominated by the
eyes and the brain. The eyes receive messages and the brain then has to

work out the significance of these messages”. (p.153)

Here is a greater need for logical organization in a piece of writing
than there is in a conversation, for the reader has to understand what has
been written without asking for clarification or relying on the writers tone

of voice or expression ( Harmer, 1983). |

In recent years there has been a healthy tendency for written
exercises to show an increasing concern with communication rather with
mere practice of linguistic forms. This meant a greater emphasis on
whole texts of paragraph or greater length, and on the cohesive devices
by which such texts are articulated. Texts are constructed of sentences;

and so we have to be sure that the sentence grammar is well known as
3
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ways of practicing putting sentences together for communicative
purposes. “ You cannot make bricks without straw, and you cannot build
houses without bricks” (Abbott and others, 1981: 141).

Thus we, as teachers, should constantly keep to the forefront the
purpose of communication, the needs of the addressee and the
requirements of the written medium. The teacher cannot just say write,
but discuss with the students the occasion and setting of each piece of
writing. This adds, “interest to the writing task and effectiveness to the

product” (Abbott and others, 1981:142).

Statement of the Problem: -

Writing is viewed as one of the most difficult skills that a student of a
foreign language has to learn. Not only the researcher, but also most
teachers and educators notice that students face considerable amount of
problematic areas of difficulty in learning different aspects of the English
language, and they are generally dissatisfied with the students’ level of
achievement in English writing.

Qur students’ level of proficiency is not ~good enough due to many
reasons such as curriculums, bad attitudes towards English as a foreign
language, the teachers, the teaching style and the negligence of the
writing skill in our classes. The students don't take more than 3 essays in
the semester. Exams concentrate on learning by heart, grammar and not
on creative writing. ( Az'ar and others, 2000).

This study tried to suggest a solution for this problem through using
the strategy of free reading.

5
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Purposes of the Study: -

This study aimed at :
1. Introducing a new approach for the teaching of writing in schools
by using free reading strategy.
2. Finding out if using free reading strategy. Improves students’ writing
composition in English.
3. finding out if feedback and free reading strategy affect writing

composition.

Research Questions :-

The basic questions that this study set out to answer are:

1. Are there any significant differences at (o =0.05) among the
ninth grade students in writing achievement test between pre and
post tests for the traditional group (TG) ? |

2. Are there any significant differences at (o =0.05) among the
ninth grade students in writing achievement test between pre and
post tests for the Free Reading group (EG1) ?

3. Are there any significant differences at (¢ = 0.05) among the
ninth grade students in writing achievement test between pre and
post tests for the Free Reading and Feedback grbup (FRFG)

(EG2) ?
4. Are there any significant differences at (¢ = 0.05) among the

ninth grade students in writing achievement test on the post test
among groups ( TG, EG1, EG2) ?

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



Hypotheses of the Study:

To answer the above-mentioned questions, the following null hypotheses
were formulated:

1. There are no significant differences at (= 0.05) among the ninth
grade students in writing achievement test between pre and post tests
for the traditional group (TG)

2. There are no significant differences at (a = 0.05) among the ninth
grade students in writing achievement test between pre and post tests
for the Free Reading group (EG1)

3. There are no significant differences at (o= 0.05) among the ninth
grade students in writing achievement test between pre and post tests
for the Free Reading and Feedback group (FRFG) (EG2)

4. There are no significant differences at (x = 0.05) among the ninth

grade students in writing achievement test on the post test among
groups ( TG, EG1, EG2)

Significance of the study:

According to Ozbec (1995), writing is the most problematic area in
teaching languages. The other skills, listening, speaking and reading
respectively, can be mastered more easily, and consequently, less

difficulties lie in their path.

This study tried to deal with this common problem (students
weakness in writing composition in English Language) by attempting to
improve students’ writing through using free reading activities.

So this spudy {s important for the following reasons:

A
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1) It’s the first study that investigates the writing achievement on the
basis of free reading activity.

2) It deals with a common problem {students’ weakness in writing
composition) by attempting to improve students’ writing through using
free reading strategy.

3) It introduces a new approach for the teaching of writing in schools
by using free reading strategy.

4) Its findings may help curricula planners and designers as studies
related to this topic are limited.

5) In addition to the above reasons, this study shows the effect of
feedback on the achievement in writing composition side by side with

the free reading strategy.

Definition of Terms:

1. Writing: Itis one representation of language communication, the
process through which thoughts and ideas were
presented and linked in an accurate sequence by the
visible medium in order to express a particular meaning,
(Byme, 1979).
Al- Ibrahim (1993: 5) defined writing as a self — conscious
process in which writers make thoughtful decisions
concerning what and how to write communicatively.

2. Reading: Is an exercise dominated by the eyes and the brain The
eyes receive messages and the brain then has to work out

the significance of these messages. (Harmer, 1983: 153).

3. Free Reading: Reading outside the classroom in order to gain a

general understanding of what is read.
7
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The reading material consists of short stories, and

simplified novels, ( Abu Sneineh, 1995:7)

4. Achievement: Itis the final written product of the two compositions

written by the student, and measured by evaluation

instruments constructed by the researcher.

5. Ninth- grade: Isa class in the elementary stage, whose students

have been in this class for nine years, and they have
been studying English for five years and they are

fourteen years old.(by the researcher)

6. Composition : Means putting together a whole by the combination

of parts, the word here is applied to a form of writing
done by students.( Sullivan,1984:119).

Limitations of the study:

The following limitations of the study should be pointed out:

1. This study is limited to the population of the ninth grade in Nablus
schools, so this might limit the generalization of the findings of the
study beyond its population.

2. All the participants are non-native speakers of English who have been
studying English for nearly five years; all of them almost have the same

background and the same socioeconomic environment.

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



Summaryv:

The researcher in this chapter explicitly presents the problem of
the study which aims to investigate the effect of free reading on the
ninth grade students’ writing composition in English. Moreover, this
chapter includes the statement of the problem, research questions,
hypotheses, significance of the study, definition of terms and the study

limitations.
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Chapter Two

Review of Related Literature

Introduction:

This chapter presents studies related to this research:
o Studies that deal with the writing skill.
» Studies that deal with Reading —Writing Relationship.
e Studies that are related to Free Reading.

e Studies that deal with the effect of reading on improving the writing
skill.

The Importance Of Writing :

The past two decades have witnessed a growing interest among
foreign language researchers in developing the writing component of the
foreign language curriculum. Many writers defined writing as a process of
instruction through which we have to master the written form of the
language and to learn certain structures which are less used in speech
(Byrne,1980) However ,there are different viewpoints as to its nature.
Heaton(1975)looked at writing as a complex and difficult skill to teach,
req'uiring mastery of grammatical and rhetorical devices. Walters(1983)
saw writing as the application of the grammatical rules, lexical items and

rhetorical patterns to produce a text.

In their attempts to define writing, some researchers (Bowen,
et.al, 1985, Marzano, et.al.1981, Heaton, 1975) tried to identify the sub-
skills of the writing skill. While Bowen-et. al. (1985) emphasized the major

10
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mechanics of writing such as learning the alphabet, rules of capitalization,
left to right direction of English and word and sentence punctuation,
Marzano,et . al . (1981) saw the mechanics of writing as spelling,
capitalization and punctuation to be the ones of great importance. In
writing, the student is learning how to communicate effectively. She/He is
learning how to organize his ideas in a way that can be understood by a
reader who is not presént or a teacher who is not known to him. Walters
(1983) indicated that writing is the application of the grammatical rules,
lexical items and rhetorical patterns to produce a text. In writing, the
student is learning how to communicate effectively. He is also learning
how to organize his ideas in a way that can be understood by a reader
who is not present and to a teacher who is not known to him. Clarke
(1974) rejected the view that writing is the mastery of basic structural
patterns. He added that forming grammatically correct sentences is by no
means producing English prose. He viewed writing as a progress of the
student’s motivation and innate creative ability. Al-Mutawa and Kailani
(1989) considered writing as a significant language skill that should be
developed at an early stage of learning the foreign language. Yet, writing
is not a skill, which can be learned in isolation; the other language skills
should be integrated with writing, i.e. listening comprehension, speaking
and reading.

Jayyusi (1990) also emphasized that writing is a means of
communicating and messagé to a person who is not physically present,
or who may not be reached; it is assumed that writing helps consolidate
learning and satisfies a psychological need; it provides the learner with
evidence that s/he is making progress in the language; it makes learning
more effective by providing variety in both in ~ class and out —of- class
activities, and finally, it is useful in testing aural comprehension, spelling,
punctuation, etc.... |

n
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The teaching of writing can serve a dual purpose. One is that it is a
means of communication with other people and second it is an important
pedagogical tool capable of facilitating students’ learning of the target
language. As a supportive skill, Raimes (1983) pointed out that writing is
important because it:

1. Reinforces the grammatical structures, idioms, and vocabulary,
which we teach the students.
2. Provides the students with the opportunity to be adventurous with
the language, to go beyond what they have learned to say.
3. Makes students more involved with the new language through the
effort to express ideas and the constant use of eye, head, and brain.
Another important aspect of writing is that it makes students more
relaxed and confident with the new language because it allows them to
work at their own pace and to make changes and revisions without the
pressures to perform on the spot that is associated, for instance, with
speaking ( Al-Batal ,as sited in Mahmoud , 2000). Moreover, as Byre
pointed out, written work serves to provide the learners with tangible
evidence that they are making progress in the language and it also
provides them with some variety in classroom activities (Byre ,as sited
in Mahmoud 2000). |
042773
In addition to the important supportive function of writing, at all
levels of proficiency, writing is also an act/means of communication
and avenue for self-expression. Rivers drew a distinction among three
different types of writing: notation, writing practice and composition.
(Rivers, 1981).

12
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Writing is important to the individual and society in cultural,
intellectual and academic term. Rice (1985) reported that educators
viewed writing as a tool for learmning in all subjects. Other linguists
view writing as a complex process that needs continuos practice and
extensive experience. Brozick ( 1979) divided this process into three
stages: the pre writing stage, the writing stage and the re- writing stage
(Brozick, 1979) Dixon (1986) believed that pre -writing activities result
in greater improvement in compositions than do lengthy teacher
comments on the completed compositions. He stressed the use of
different techniques as the discovery techniques and the questioning
techniques- who? What? When? These techniques will help students

discover what they know about the topic.

Many teachers have stared recently to emphasize the pre-writing
activities in classes to help their explore a topic. These activities may be
performed in discussion, reading, debate, argument and list making.
Teachers who use this approach support their students in two ways:

1. They give their students time to try out their ideas.

2. They give them a chance to evaluate the content of what they write
As a result, class discussion and pre-writing activities become a focal
point for communicating and arranging ideas among students (

Raimes, 1983)

When teaching writing, therefore, there are special
considerations to be taken into account which include the organizing of
sentences into paragraphs, how paragraphs are joined together, and the

general organization of ideas into a coherent piece of discourse.

13

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



There are three aspects of the learning and teaching of written

English:

@) Writing as a channel of FL learning; that is, the use of writing a
long side listening, speaking and reading in the process of
learning important elements of the language and developing
command of the language.

(i) Writing as a goal of FL learning; that is, the development of

- writing  skills to fulfil such purposes as note-taking, summarizing,
narrating, reporting and replying required for various real — life

situations.

Writing with cohesion; that is, employing the various linguistic
means by which the parts of any written text are made to relate to one
another and to constitute a continuous, organized whole. (Abbott and
others, 1981: 141). |

Heaton (1975), however, viewed the writing skill as an analysis
of the following group of skills that are necessary for any learner of
English:

1. Grammatical skills: the ability to write correct sentences.

2. Stylistic skills: the ability to manipulate sentences and use language
effectively.

3. Mechanical skills: the ability to use correctly those conventions
peculiar to the written language: punctuation, spelling and
capitalization.

4. Judgement skills: the ability to write in an appropriate manner for a
particular audience in mind, together with the ability to select;

organize and order relevant information.

14
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Because writing is an important skill, the development and use of
instructional methods that facilitate and improve students’ writing
become a priority.

« The writing skill is the most neglected unfortunate language skills in
English although it is as important as other skills. It is only used as a
supportive skill to reinforce vocabulary and grammar and to test
comprehension of reading texts.

The status of writing in English can also be seen in our students’
overall level of proficiency. The majority of students spend 9-10 years
learning English but they continue to experience great difficultyin
producing writing that is genuine in terms of style and cohesion. It is
surprising that they have a strong background in English grammar but
they cannot produce a short text without mistakes in mechanics;
spelling, grammar, capitalization and punctuation. They also translate
from Arabic to English. In other words, they don’t think in English.
Negligence of writing also seems to be universal. In a study conducted
on twenty middle and high school teachers of French, German, and
Spanish in Wisconsin, Nervenz (as sited in Mahmoud, 2000) pointed

out the writing accounted for only 2% of the total available class time.

Rivers (1981) found college students with four, five and even six
or more years of study of foreign language were still unable to express
themselves in a clear correct and comprehensible manner in writing
English major graduates, in general, take a B.A in English but remain
unable to complete job and university application forms in English or
even write a letter, and this might be due to the following factors:

1. There is no adequate material that deals with writing for both
Arabic and English. The students don’t know how to write in a good

style or how the development of ideas should proceed.

15
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2. Bad practices among school teachers :

a) Some of our teachers give the students a number of essays and
compositions and ask them to memorize them especially for Tawjihi
exam.

b) Teachers teach in a very traditional way. They don't know how to
teach writing creatively or professionally. Alawneh (1985)came to the
conclusion that the poor level of English in students’ writing work is
mainly due to the classroom methodology. This is because textbooks
are based on structure whereas the communicative aspect to
language is completely ignored. Mostly, teachers devote all the time in
the classroom to grammar. This situation leads to focus on syntactic
structure of sentences, which eventually makes it difficult for students
to express themselves effectively.

c) Writing assignments aren’t given regularly in schools because
teachers are stereotyped about 'writing as an activity on skill, besides
they think that correcting papers is time consuming,.

3. Bad practices among students:

Students ask others to write for them or to give them ready-made
compositions.

These bad practices have produced generations of students who are
unable to write or express themselves.

4. The impact of television:

The time, which was devoted to reading and writing, is now only spent
on watching TV.

5. Parents don't encourage their children to read or write. They don’t
buy books for themselves or for their children. They rarely write.

( Mahmoud,2000)

TA
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Writing Skill In PETRA Text Books
Since the early 1950, the pupils in the West Bank Public schools,

including those in Jerusalem, have been using Jordan’s English School
curriculum, PETRA.

In fifth grade the West Bank Students begin learning English.
(However, they began learning English in the first grade from the
beginning of the academic year 2000/2001, according to the new
Palestinian Curriculum).

In each grade the Palestinian students have a set of three books: a
student’'s book, a reader and a workbook. The reader and the workbook

are meant to back up the students’ main textbook.

In the fifth and sixth grades, there is no real writing . Students are
only asked to complete a blank space in a sentence. Again in the 7
grade writing activities have no place in the workbook, students do not
produce writings of their own. They only make mechanical exercises,
which deprive the students of producing sentences of their own.

The students’ book in the 8™ grade, gives most attention to reading,
listening and speaking activities. In the workbook, there are some writing
activities, such as to complete sentences by using transition expressions
like “but”, “although”, ...etc. In some writing activities, students are asked
a set of questions about different topics. They have to answer the
questions and write paragraphs about them.

In the 9™ grade, textbook authors brainstormed ideas for topics.
Students are asked to write about, but it is all the time controlled writing.
PETRA textbooks don’t teach students how to write a paragraph. The
PETRA sets also lack variety in presentation of writing activities and there

is no creativity in presentation.

17
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The students’ book of the 10™ grade, introduces letter writing, but
without explaining or teaching how to write a letter. In the workbook,
students practice correcting a letter, translating a graph into a paragraph
and completing a paragraph. So the students don’t make a lot of input
when writing. .(Mahmoud,2000)

The weakness areas in the writing section in the PETRA English
text book from grade 5-10, can be summarized as follows:
o Writing is taught in a traditional way and not as a process.
e There is no variety in the presentation of writing activities.
e The textbooks used don't introduce all patterns of writing such as
narration and descriptions. The only writing practiced is guided or

controlled writing.(Mahmoud,2000)

Studies That Deal With the Writing Skill

Learning to write in a foreign language is a complex process that

takes long practice and extensive experience. Thus, itis believed that
starting instruction early and emphasizing continual practice are essential
for the development of the writing skill, (Taylor, 1981). Many linguists and
practitioners have engaged in vigorous research focussing on the various

aspects of writing.

Alawna(1985) has conducted. a comparative study between the
Focused Efficient Method (FEM) and the Traditional Method in Teaching
English Composition for First Secondary Students in Jordan. The sample
of this study consisted of eight schools chosen randomly from secondary
schools in Irbid. One section was chosen at random from each of the
selected schools. Then these eight selected sections were likewise divided
into an experimental group and a control group. No significant difference

between their means was detected. The experimental group was given
1R
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four topics, which were based on the reading material of the first
secondary class. This group used the FEM Method, while the control
group used the Traditional Method. Then, the two groups were given a
post test constructed by the investigator. He concluded that students
write paragraphs with many grammatical and spelling mistakes, as they
have little knowledge in choosing suitable items. He also concluded that
students’ weakness is due to many factors such as the curriculum, the
teacher and the teaching style, the latter being considered as the most

important one.

Doushaqg (1986) investigates Arabic and English writing problems of
Jordanian students at the university level. The researcher concludes that
the students’ weakness in organizing their writing can be attributed to
negative transfer from Arabic. He also adds that students failed to match
the intended notion with the appropriate Iinguistic expression. The
majority of the students’ problems with written English seem to stem from
mechanical, stylistic and rhetorical sources. Therefore, he recommends
that any material for developing English writing skills should take into

account the following factors:

1. “Types of students’ weaknesses that the students demonstrate in
their writing:
a) Text organization
b)Paragraph unity.
c) Text cohesion on all levels: sentential and super-sentential.
d)Development and use of language functions and relevant

expressions.
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2. Students have not received enough training in writing for academic
purposes in their native language, and therefore, positive transfer from

L 1 into L 2 is likely to be very limited.

3. Logical and rhetoric processes are not universals. Rhetorical
processes vary from one culture to another. Hence , contrastive
rhetoric can be of great help to teaching academic writing and

designing materials for this purpose” (Doushaq ,1986: p.37)

In another study, Al-Ali (1988) has investigated the problems of
discourse in English majors composition at Yarmouk University. Students
made many mistakes in unity, coherence, completeness, organization
and order, and wording. The sample of this study consisted of (89)
randomly selected compositions written by Junior English majors (45
males and 44 females) at Yarmouk University. Univariate and
Multivariate Analysis of variance were employed in this study. The
researcher found out that coherence was the most problematic to the
students, while the element of unity was the least problematic. He also
found out that the irregularities and mistakes in students’ composition at
the discoursal level are due to the cultural and language differences
between LI and L2 and the lack of sample written tasks, which show the

difference between English and Arabic.

Zamel(1976) has conducted several case studies of college students
studying English as a second language in the U.S.A . She discovered that
ESL writers employ composition strategies similar to those of their native
speaker counterparts. This led her to the conclusion that ESL students
can experience writing as a creative process for exploring
communicating meaning.

20

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



Sarkar (1978) has studied many cases of ESL students using pictures
that provide those students with a visual image to analyze and respond
to. His results point out that pictures encourage students to put their

feelings and thoughts into words in a more vivid manner and this is what
writing is all about.

In another study conducted by Baskaff (1981) on primary and
intermediate students to teach them writing, one group was allowed to
discuss the topic and exchange some ideas. The students in this group
were arranged into pairs and groups of mixed abilities. The other group
was not exposed to such activities or arrangements. T- test was
performed to test the difference between the two groups. The result was
that these shared activities and discussion of the ideas helped students to

discover their ideas orally before writing them on paper.

Abu Shihab (1986) conducted a study on twenty EFL Jordanian
students in the second secondary scientific classes. He investigated the
composing processes and behaviors of the subject while they were
writing. The subjects of the study were asked to write about a certain
topic, and while writing they were observed and then they were
interviewed individually. The researcher found that:

The subjects were using their L1 to express themselves in L2.

—
.

2. They were unable to write good English.
3. They were writing with sequence and coherence.
4. They were distracted while writing by factors such as fatigue,

insufficient time, noise in class and personal troubles.
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5. Spending different amounts of time thinking before writing,
However, all of them wrote drafts, but a few of them revised their
first drafts.

Abed (1990) conducted a study during the second semester in the
year 1990 at Amman Intermediate Community College Students, trying
to find out factors that affect the writing efficiency of English majors
among community college students. The main objective of this study was
to explain some of the feedback strategies { No feedback, Informative
feedback, explanatory feedback, and the corrective feedback on

students’ writing achievement} .

The sample of the study was divided into four groups, according to
students’ scores at the General Secondary Examination and their average
at the English language courses that have just finished at collage.

The four cluster are classified as the following:

First is the control group, whose individuals have not received any kind
of feedback. The second was the informative feedback group, whose
individuals were informed with their mistakes and required to correct
their errors by themselves. The third was the corrective feedback group,
where their instructor corrected its individuals’ mistakes. The fourth was
the explanatory feedback group, in which its individuals’ mistakes were
correctly and explained by their teacher. N

A post test was conducted to the groups at the end of the semester. The
results of the study indicated that there is a significant difference in favor
of explanatory feedback. Also the results emphasize the necessity of
explaining and correcting mistakes during the process of writing,

In another study conducted by Risheh (1997) on 60 students in the
writing course (32112) enrolled in the first semester 1995/96 at An-Najah
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National University, the students were divided randomly into four groups,
fifteen students each, to test the effect of feedback on their performance
in the composition.

Four strategies were particularly investigated. These strategies were:

1. No- feedback strategy.

2. Overmarking strategy.

3. Selective (intralingual) strategy.

4. Selective (interlingual) strategy.

The researcher asked the subjects to write compositions on three
different topics of the same length and same level of difficulty at three
different times. The results showed that there were statistically significant
differences between the no- feedback group and the overmarking group
on the one hand and the two selective groups in favor of the selective
groups. The results also indicated that there were no statistically
significant difference between the no-feedback group and the
overmarking group. They also indicated that there were no statistically
significant differences between the selective interalingual group and the

selective interlingual group.

Smith and others (1995) conducted a study on Australian school
pupils learning as (ESL) in writing a discussion. The unit was planned and
implemented jointly 'by three teachers,(an ESL tutor, a class teacher and
a library teacher). The target population was divided into three separate
groups, two of which were observed for the purpose of this study while
the other group was for an extensive study. The reading tasks were
selecteci by the teachers as patterns of the discussion. Students’ written
performance was analyzed. Class discussion was also videotaped for the

analysis of students’ interaction.
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Results of the study showed that the teacher was able to improve,
utilize students’ knowledge and supervise the development of the
discussion, using a teaching cycle in which her/his turn differs according
to students’ learning development. At the outset of each phase of the
cycle, the teacher had greater contribution, less input towards the middle
since students were able to work more independently and a large role

towards the end as learners acquired knowledge and learning.

Allison and others(1995) conducted a study on Chinese students
using English for academic purpose, investigating and comparing the
effect of mediating tasks{ group discussion , reading comprehension
exercise, with providing immediate assistance of the text} and instructing ™
without mediating activities, in a summer writing activity. Comparative
analysis of students’ performance under these three conditions, showed
that students’ performance and their selection of the topics differ
significantly according to conditions. The findings of the study showed

that reading input and writing product are closely related to each other.

Rose (1994) conducted a study on American university students,
aimed at improving the motivation of students with negative attitudes
towards reading and writing.

The study was divided into five projects, at each one students were
required to gather articles concerning different subjects at different
periods of time with the assistance of the library’s CD- ROM search
indexes and to write a report about jt, then to discus what they have

written with their classmates.

Findings of the study showed that students in small groups who

worked in (partnership) with their teacher and reference libraries,
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improved their reading, writing, library skills and built confidence in their

ability to succeed in collage.

Studies that Deal with Reading -Writing Relationship:

Reading -writing relationships, are a good place to start. Reading
and writing, as much as any pair of subjects, overlap; that is, they clearly
depend on many of the same cognitive elements. So, if the relationship
between reading and writing was better understood, teachers and
curriculum makers would be more likely to combine them. (Shanhan
,1997). According to Shanhan , reading and writing could be thought of

as two separate, but overlapping ~ ways of thinking about the world.

One can ask: How writing (which we read) is related to language
(which we hear)? If language which is sound, carries the meanings, what
is writing? It seems obvious that writing is a device, a code, for
representing the sounds of language in visual form, (Peach and
Buckingham, 1976). The written words are, in fact, “ artificial symbols of
the spoken words, which are sound”. (Peach and Buckingham, 1976: iv)

So reading must be the process of turning these printed symbols

into sounds. “The moment we say this, however, some one is sure to ask:
But what about the meaning? Do you propose to define reading as a

| mere-word-calling without regard for meaning?' Reading is first of all, and
essentially, the mechanical skill of decoding, of turning the printed
symbols into the sounds which are language” (Peach and Buckingham,
1976:iv). The reason we turn the print into sound (that is read) is to get at

the meaning.

Reading and writing are basic reflection of the same language

processes ( Squire, as sited in Freedman,1983) . For example, one aspect
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of the reading act is concerned with decoding graphic symbols into
words, whereas writing is concerned in part, with encoding meaning into
graphic symbols. Similarly writers create meaning in text, while readers

interpret meaning from text.

Writing encourages students to reflect on their insights and
interpretations gained from reading as well as to reflect on the processes
they used during reading to arrive at their interpretations. Also, writing

about reading helps students become better readers. (Cooter, 1992).

Kennedy and Rabinovitch(1986) studied the effect of applying “The
Richmond Young Writers/ Readers Project”. Sixty students were involved
in the study from James Mckinny Elementary School in Canada. The
major focus of the study was to motivate children to involve themselves
in reading and writing activities simultaneously. The results of the study
indicated that the spelling of frequency words improved, as did the
attempt at spelling more interesting vocabulary. It also indicated that
through exploring a wide range of literature, children develop a
confident attitude toward working with books. Gowda (1986) explored
the role of students’ language awareness in the development of reading-

writing relationships. He developed a set of tasks and instruments for

observing readers’ awareness of language. The result of the study showed

that language awareness was a critical variable in students’ development

of knowledge about reading —writing relationships.

Carson, et.al. (1990) tried to answer five questions related to reading
—writing relationships in first and second language. The subject of the
study consisted of Japanese and Chinese ESL students in an academic
setting.
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A total of 48 native speakers of Chinese and 57 native speakers of
Japanese participated in the study . All subjects were high school
graduates who graduated from their native countries. The subjects were
drawn from four different American universities. They were asked to
write an essay and to complete a close passage in both their first and
second language. The results indicated that the relation between reading
and writing is the strongest in L2 for the Chinese but for the Japanese the
reading ~writing relationship is the strongest in L1. The study also pointed
out that reading and writing are related, but the strength and nature of
the relationship differed for each of those language groups either due to

language or other background variable differences.

Studies that are Related to Free Reading:

Free reading has been an area of interest in (ESL). Many applied
linguists have underlined its importance. Anderson et al (1985) claimed
that reading books is an important part of any reading program as it helps
children to like reading and expanding experiential background. Their

finding sustain free reading.

Morrow's (1985) results of field based investigation on promotion of

voluntary reading supports Anderson et al’s view. Morrow pointed that
there is a strong association between voluntary ( free) reading and
achievement, and that free reading allows for practicing of skills learned
in direct instruction. He added that free reading leads to greater skill
development as far as motivation is concerned. Shannon (1986) also
supported the same findings; reading books, according to him, plays an
important part of childhood experience because it contributes to

children’s intellectual, emotional , and social development .
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Further support came from O’Connor’s (1990) study of the effects of
story reading as an instructional strategy to develop literacy skills with
kindergarten children. The subjects included 28 children in four
experimental classes and 25 in the four controlled classes. The
experimental group used a story reading program including daily stories
and literature experiences such as reading for pleasure, story retelling,
repeated reading of favorite stories and so on...., while the controlled
group used reading readings program emphasizing letter-sound
correspondence. The analysis of data pointed out that the experimental
group scored significantly higher than the control group in areas of
comprehension, and specific concepts about book and print. It also
indicated that the story book-reading program was superior to the

reading readiness curriculum.

Myatt (1990) investigated children’s selection of literature, ages
four to twelve years. He ihvestigated the purpose of reading for children.
The subjects were 194 children from four schooling levels in Los-
Angeles. The children were interviewed individually where noting
characters, events, and themes they emphasized from their favorite
stories were noticed through their interviews. The results of the study
indicated that girls of age twelve preferred stories concerned with
separation from parent figures while boys of the same age preferred
books that deal with heroism, including magic power and animal
companions.

The results of Myatt's study agreed with one aspect of McLarty’s
(1991) study which examined the answers to why children read, what
they read, and who they talk to about their reading. Fifth grade students
participated in the observation and interview. The data analysis pointed
to the following results: |
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1. Children read to fulfill requirements, to be entertained, to fill
time, to inform their friends about their world, and to increase
their knowledge.

2. Children talked with their teachers, their friends, and their
guardians about their reading.

The results emphasized that children chose to read about things that

were of personal interest to them or to their friends .

Strategies and Achievement:

Several teaching strategies were used to improve students’ writing
achievermnent. Holt (1989) examined the effect of sustained silent reading
on the achievement of seventh and eighth grade students. The finding of
Holt’s studies pointed out that there was significant improvement in
writing achievement. Besides, there was a positive attitude towards both

reading and writing for both seventh and eighth grade students.

Gambrell and Chasen (1991) investigated the effects of explicit
story structure instruction on below — average fourth and fifth grade
readers’ narrative writing performance. Results of the study indicated
that explicit story structure instruction positively influenced the narrative

writing performance in terms of quality of their writing,

The findings of Gambrell and Chasen agreed with those of Defior
(1994). Defior determined the effects of reading upon the acquisition of
reading and writing during the first year of primary school. Children were

able to improve their writing effectively through reading training.

Godshalk (1966) investigated the validity of various approaches to

the measurement of English Composition skills. Over 600 11* and 12
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grade students were asked to write five 20 minute essays on different
topics, to take six objectives tests of writing ability, and to do two
interlinear exercises. Twenty- five experienced readers assigned scores of
three, two, or one to each essay. The total of the 25 scores per essay
became the criterion for evaluating the validity of the objective tests and
interlinear exercises. The sums of 20 ratings on four of the essay topics
became the criterion for evaluating the fifth topic as a predictor. Later, a
larger number of readers considered the essays on two of the topics to

determine the effects of reading under field conditions.

The results indicated that:
1. The reliability of essay scores is primarily a function of the
number of different essays and the number of different readings.
2. Objectives questions designed to measure writing skills prove to
be highly valid when evaluated against a reliable criterion.
3. The most efficient predictor of a reliable direct measure of
writing ability is one which includes essay questions or interlinear

exercises combined with objective questions.

Shapiro (1971) analyzed the effect of different reading approaches
o YOT6 GPPTOAtIes |

on written composition. It was found that children were able to write
longer, more advanced vocabulary level and more original essays. It was
concluded that the reading method had a significant effect on written
composition through the causality of written behavior is more complex

than simply the medium for beginning reading instruction.

Ashmead (1964) studied the effectiveness of a number of classes used
for 13 years in the freshman courses at Haverford College. Ashmead

discussed that reading ancient and modern literary classics helped in
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writing composition. Shapiro (1973) conducted a study on the effect of
Reading Method on Composition. The result indicated that reading is a

contributor to the development of creative writing.

In 1963 the National Council of Teachers of English published a
major summary of research in composition, sometimes referred to as the
Braddork Report, which included 24 questions that addressed areas in
which further research was needed. This paper describes more than 100
published and unpublished reports of research conducted since the
Baraddock Report that provide information related to these 24 areas.
VanDe Weghe (1978) made this research in writing composition which
covered fifteen years of investigation that writing attitudes and
achievement were affected by reading, instructional techniques as well as

specific skills.

Tsang (1996) compared the effects of reading and writing on
writing performance. He compared the effects of an enriched syllabus
including extensive reading and frequent writing assignments on English
descriptive writing performance at four level for Cantonese - speaking
students participating in three English programs:

1. Regular plus unrelated (mathematics) enrichment.
2. Regular plus extensive reading.

'3. Regular plus frequent writing practice.
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Summary:

Learning to write in a foreign language isa complex process that
takes long practice and extensive experience. One of the related linguistic
experiences that helps in learning the writing skill in general and writing
composition in particular is free reading. Therefore, this study aimed at
investigating a way of improving students’ writing composition in English,
using free reading strategy. So, this chapter contained six main sections
which are: the importance of writing; writing skill in PETRA text books,
studies that deal with writing skills, studies that deal with reading- writing
relationship; studies that related to free reading and studies that deal with

the effect of reading on improving the writing skill.
T e ——— P -—-""-'"'4-”—_-—'_“

——— ———

3?

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



Chapter Three

Methodology

Introduction:

The researcher in this chapter presents the design and the
procedure used in confirming the hypotheses of the study. In other
words, this chapter respectively includes the population, the sample of
the study, instructional material, research instrument, research

procedures, research design, and data analysis.

\
Population:
The population of this study consists of (4280) of all the ninth grade

students at Nablus schools’ district, who attended the first semester of the
year 1999-2000.

This statistical number was taken from the Office of Directorate
Education in Nablus. {See table (3.1)}

Table (3.1)

Distribution of population according to sex, section, no. of students and

no. of schools of the ninth grade in Nablus district.

. No.of - |No.of
Sexg_'::'i wla T b o
R student: schools
Male 22
Female 65 2031 38
Mixed 13 339 29
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Sample of the study:

The study sample was chosen as follows:
1. Six schools were chosen randomly for this study, 3 of them were boys'

schools and the other 3 were girls’ schools. {See Table (3.2)}

Table (3.2)

Distribution of the sample according to sex, no. of schools,

Section and number of students, of the ninth grade in Nablus district.

|No.. “offNo.  of(No.  of

Sex £

| se

— S . - ——

Female 3 3 111

2.0ne boys’ school and one girls’ school were chosen randomly as a

control group. The group contained (80) students

3. Two other schools, one for boys and the other for girls were chosen
randomly as an experimental group number one. It contained (72).
And the last boys’ and girls’ schools were chosen as experimental

group number two. It contained (61) students. {See table (3.3)}
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Table (3.3)

Distribution of sample according to group, sex and number of students,

.| No. of students .
Control Female 44
Exp.1  {Male 36
Exp 1 Female 36
Expz | Male | 30
Expz Female 31

Instructional Material:

1- For the purpose of this study six simplified stories were chosen
approved and suggested by specialized ELT teachers and English

supervisors at An-Najah University from a list of 12 stories.

2-The stories were chosen according to different criteria; some of the
supervisors insisted that they would be from the students’ environment,
others, emphasized that the purpose of these stories is to help in free
reading and they only need to be exciting and encouraging.
Any way, some considerations have to be taken in to account
when selecting the material for free reading such as :
¢ The selections should have high interest value to the students.
» The reading selections should not contain old- fashioned language
» The reading selection should develop positive attitudes towards

reading .
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o The selections have to be related to the students’ world and their
cultural background . -
3- The six short stories were: Tom Thumb and Robin Hood from
Ladybird, Golden Goose and Tales from the Arabian Nights from Oxford

Press, Puss in Boots from Leopard and Stories from the Arab World from

Longman. (see Appendices A-C)
4- Some of these stories contain more than one short story. For example

Tales from the Arabian Nights consists of 7 short stories, so the researcher

chose only the first, second and fifth ones. This was because the time

allowed for reading was only one week.

Research Instrument:

The instrument of this study was writing a short composition. The
subject for this composition was choséﬁ'ﬁ'dfh_a_lﬁigs@m by the
Ministry of Education (see Appendix D). It was approved and
assigned by ELT Teachefs at different schools and English supervisors

at An-Najah University.

Research Procedures:

The study was conducted in the first semester of the academic

year 1999/2000. It started on the 20{h of October 1999 and ended on

the 8" of December 1999.That it lasted about 6 weeks.
The following steps were taken: -
1. The researcher took a permission from the Ministry of Education

to apply the study at different schools. (see Appendix E).
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2. Ameeting was held with the English teachers of both girls’ and
boys’ schools. The researcher explained the objectives and the
procedures of the study.

3. The researcher explained to the students the purpose of this
study.

4. A pre - test was given to both female and male students in
succession, which was to write a short composition consists of 3-5
paragraphs about the title (My Dream).

5. For the experimental group number one, a story was given
every week. There was no feedback or discussion. The researcher
made sure the students read the story through a short quiz given
by the researcher who marked it (see Appendix F) . ,'\

6. For the experimental group number two, a story was given
every week. The researcher discussed the story with the students
during two classes throughout the week. |

7. The researcher gave feedback to the students of the experimental
group number two, after testing the reading for each story. The
mistakes were discussed and some notices were given.

8. A post —test was given to both experimental and control groups.(It

was the same writing composition subject given as a pre-test, which is

(My Dream).

9. .The papers were collected and corrected twice, first by an
experienced teacher and then by the researcher. If there was a

difference in marking the average was taken.

Research Desion:

The purpose of this study was to find out the effect of using Free

Reading experience on the achievement of students’ composition writing.
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It included the following variables:

. . .\ e : ~
1. The independent variables were free reading, feedback and sex>

s

2.The dependent variable was students’ achievement in

composition_ represented by their raw scores on the post-test

ranging from 0-10.

To achieve the purpose of the study three groups were formed:
controlled group; experimental group “17; and experimental
grgup “5", A pre -test r_i_i'ﬂl;vriting com[position was given to the
three groups. The experimental group”l”, read six suggested
short stories successively at home. The experimental group “2”,
read the same six short stories, a discussion and feedback
followed at the end of reading each short story. The time allowed
for reading each story was one week. A post-test in writing

composition was given to the three groups .

Data Analysis:

For analyzing and testing the hypotheses of the study, the
researcher used the experimental method. Paired t-test was used to
test the first three hypotheses, and the co-variance (ANCOVA) was
used to test the fourth hypotheses. Moreover, Sidak post- hoc test
was conducted to determine between which groups the differences

exist.

Summary:

The researcher in this chapter has discussed and described the
population of the study- sample, research design and the procedures in

addition to data analysis.
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Chapter Four

Results

Introduction:

This chapter presents first the hypotheses, then this is followed by
testing each hypothesis separately using paired t-test, in addition to the
Co-variance ( ANCOVA) .

1. Results related to the first hypothesis :

First hypothesis states , * There are no significant differences at

(@=0.05) among the ninth grade students in writing achievement test

between pre and post — tests for the traditional (control) group”.

For testing this hypothesis paired t-test was used as in table (4.1)

Table {4.1}

Results of paired T-test for the Differences Between
Pre and Post Achievement Test in the Control Group.

o  {Pre-Test - |Post=Test.| - -

Gender T .alue

- M {SD |M ISD- B R
Male 2.80 12.05 {3.14 | 1.59 [1.70 0.09
Female 4.30 (2.46 13.78 1237 |-2.77 .008 *
__'[‘Qtal 3.62 | 2.39 13.49 {2.06 {-.89 37
Significant at 0 =(0.05)

The results of table (4.1) show a significant difference in writing
achievement test scores between pre-test and post —test in favor of pre-

test for female students, while the results indicated that there are no
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significant differences in writing achievement test scores between pre-test

and post- test for male and total sample.

2. Results related to the second hypothesis:
The second hypothesis states, “ There are no significant differences
at (a=0.05)among the ninth grade students in writing achievement test

between pre and post-tests for the free-reading group (EG1 )".

For testing this hypothesis paired t-test was used as in table (4,2)

Table (4.2)

Results of the Differences between students’ achievement scores in the pre

and post tests in Experimental Group “1”

Pre - Test T
Gender e % A
o {MSD M ASD e
Male 265 [1.93 [3.45 [239 [469  |.000 [11%
Female 2.80 [2.01 {3.81 {219 [7.54 . 1.000 | 22%
Total 273 |1.96 {3.65 |2.27 |859  1.000 [20% .
Significant at «=(0.05)

The results of table (4.2) show a significant difference in writing
achievement test scores between pre-test and post ~ test in favor of post
-test for male and female students and total sample, where the

percentages of development are respectively (11% , 22% , 20%).

3. Results related to the third hypothesis:

The third hypothesis states, “ There are no significant differences at
(@=0.05) among the ninth grade students in writing achievement test
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between pre and post-tests for the free-reading and feed back group
(EG2)".

For testing this hypothesis paired t-test was used as in table (4,3)

Table (4.3)

Results of Paired t-test for the Differences Between Pre and Post tests of
Achievement for Male and Female in Experimental Group “2”

| - Pre-Test | Post - BRIT R o
Gender - . L o T.value -} §i %
Male 13.75 [1.87 {5.30 2.01 {5413  1.000 {41%
Female 4.06 [1.79 [591 |1.67 [8.51 - {000 | 46%
Total 13.92 | 1.81 [5.65 1.83 [ 9.85 ".QOO 44%
Significant at a=(0.05)

The results of table (4.3)show a significant difference in writing
achieverment test scores between pre-test and post - test in favor of post
~test for male and female students and total sample, where the

percentages of'development are respectively (41% ; 46% and 44% )

4. Results Related to the fourth hypothesis:

The fourth hypothesis states: “ There are no significant differences at

(@=0.05) among the ninth grade students in writing achievement test
on the post —test among groups.”

For testing this hypothesis analysis of co-variance (ANCOVA)was
conducted to make statistical controlling for the differences on the pre

—test among groups as shown in table (4.4)

Al
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Table (4.4)
Results of ANCOVA for the Difference on Post-Test Achievements
According to the Groups Variable

Source - of!Sum -  of| - |Mean -
) D'F F sig
variance squares square . |
Pre-test - 604.11 1 604.11 487.72 |0.0001*
Groups 116.77 2 58.38 47.14 0.0001*
Error 240.29 1.94
Total . . 1018.19 197

Significant at o =(0.05)

The results of table (4.4) show a significant difference on the post —test

among groups.

To determine among which groups the difference found Sidak post-

hoc test was conducted as in table (4.5):

Table (4.5)

. Sidak Post- hoc Test for the Difference on Post Test

Groups " "|Means | Control Exp.1 Exp.2

COI’HI‘OI . st 3.49 >< -.900 * -1.906*

Experimental 1 . {3.65 ““‘>< -1.006*

Experimental 2 | 5.65 T

Significant at a.=(0.05)

The results of table (4.5) were as follows:

4?2
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» There is a significant difference in students’ post achievements in
writing between the control and the experimental group”1” in favor of

experimental “1”.

» There is a significant difference in students’ post achievements in
writing between the control group and the experimental group 2 in

favor of the experimental group 2.

e There is a significant difference in students’ post achievements in
writing between the experimental group “1” and experimental group

“2” in favor of experimental group “2”.

Such results are clear in figure (1)

Figure (1)

Means of the students’ achievement on the'post — test for groups.
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Summary:

The researcher in this chapter has presented the findings and results of
the statistical analyses. Paired t — test was used to test the first three
hypotheses, and the co-variance (ANCOVA) was used to test the fourth
hypothesis, where the results revealed a significant difference in the ninth
grade writing achievement between groups. So to determine between

which groups the differences exist, Sidak post- hoc test was conducted.
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Chapter five

Discussion, Conclusions and Recommendations:

Introduction :

In this chapter, the researcher discussed the findings of the study.
Furthermore, conclusions, implications, and recommendations are

provided as well.

The main purpose of this study was to point out the effect of free
reading on modifying the writing of the ninth grade students in the
district of Nablus. It was clear that the means of students using free
reading and feedback were more effective than those of the control

group.

The first hypothesis of the study states, “There are no significant

differences at (@ ? 0.05) among the ninth grade students in writing
achievement test between pre and post tests for the traditional group.”

When testing this hypothesis by using paired t-test, the results showed a

significant difference in writing achlevement test scores between pre and

post tests in favor of pre-test for female students asin tab!e (4 1). This~

astonishing result may be attributed to the fact that students at the
beginning of the academic semester have high motivation to study and
do any activity they asked to do. But at the end of the semester when
there are piles of homework and lots of exams are conducted, the

students, especially the girls, pay no attention to any thing except their

final exams.
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The rest of the results which were shown by the same table (4.1)
indicated that there are no significant differences in writing achievement

test scores between pre and post tests for male and total sample.

The second hypothesis states, “There are no significant differences at

(@ 7 0.05) among the ninth grade students in writing achievement test

between pre and post tests for the free reading group (EG1). This
hypothesis was also tested by using paired t- test. Its results showed a
significant difference in writing achievement test scores between pre and
post —tests in favor of post-test for male and female students and total
sample, where the percentages of development are respectively (11% ,
22% and 20% ) by a superficial look at these percentages, one can notice
that the females have the higher one. The logical justification for this
result may be that girls like reading literature more than boys, in addition
to the long hours girls spend in the house, while the boys like to go out
and spend most of the time playing football and if they stay at home they
will play computer games .This result, represented by table (4.2), could
be attributed to the treatment of using free reading activity by the
experimental group (1).

The result is supported with Ashmead (1964) and VanDe Weghe
(1978) who showed that attitudes and achievement of writing were
affected by' free reading instructional techniques as well as specific skills.
This result also conforms generally with the findings of Shapiro (1973)
who conducted a study on the effect of Reading Method on composition.
The result indicated the free reading is a contributor to the development

of creative writing.

The third hypothesis states, “There are no significant differences at

4A

All Rights Reserved - Library of University of Jordan - Center of Thesis Deposit



(@ ? 0.05) among the ninth grade students in writing achievement test

between pre and post tests for free reading and feedback group (EG2).”

Again paired t-test was used to test this hypothesis. The results showed
a significant difference in writing achievement test scores between pre
and post tests in favor of post -test for male and female students and total
sample, (table 4.3).

- The results revealed that using feedback besides free reading can
lead to efficient writing; this agrees with Abed'(1990) who conduced a
study during the second semester 1990 in Jordan to find out factors that
affect the writing efficiency .Also , this result supports Risheh (1997) who
conducted a study to find the effect of feedback on students’
performance in the compositions of university students in the English
writing course and finding the most effective strategy in providing
feedback.

The fourth hypothesis was tested by using the co-variance
(ANCOVA)which was followed by Sidak post -hoc test to determine
among which groups, the difference exist found. The results were clearly
shown in Table (4.5) and also in figure (1).

The results of the study indicated that there are statistically significant
differences between the experimental group 1, which was given only free
reading and the experimental group 2, which was given free-reading and

feedback, in favor of experimental group2 on the post- test.

This study supports many other studies conducted by other
researchers such as Allison (1995), Rose(1994), and Kennedy and
Rabinovitch (1986). All these studies showed the effectiveness of using
free reading as a method for enhancing writing performance. Also

Alawna (1985) conducted a comparative study between the Focused
A7
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Efficient a Method, which used free reading , and the Traditional Method
in teaching English Composition. The results showed that there was a
significant difference between the two ways and their impact on writing
composition.

The findings of this study also support with those of Tsang (1996),
who compared the effects of reading and writing on writing performance

and found that free reading has a big impact on writing .
Finally, this study supports Raimes (1983) who pointed out that

writing is important because it makes the students involved with the new

language through the effort of expressing new ideas.

Recommendations:

The findings of the study may be important for the English as a
Foreign Language /English as a Second Language teachers, curricula
designers and researchers. In the light of the findings of this study and the
related literature, the researcher makes the following recommendations:

1. Engaging the learner in free reading activities where s/he could be
consciously or unconsciously, in touch with new idea and structures,
may add to his/her cognitive storage of words and sentences.

2. Therefore, it might prove helpful to give students more motivation
for practicing free reading activities by offering the type of literature
that suits students’ interest and needs.

3. The use of consistent feedback also should not be neglected by the
teachers.

4. Teachers should develop positive attitudes toward using free-
reading.

5. Teachers of English should motivate their students to have a

positive attitude towerds free reading.
48
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6. Teaching writing should not be done in total isolation from other
skills.

7. Practice only doesn’t help if the student’s writing will not be
corrected.

8. Teachers should be interested in free reading and motivate their
students to do so in their free time.

9. Teachers should be interested in the process of writing. Writing
difficulties (especially in advanced levels) stem not from the student’s
lack of grammatical knowledge, but from their unfamiliarity with the
composing process itself.

10. With regards evaluation, teachers should respond to the piece of
writing as real readers not as error checkers. Teachers should stress
the creative act of communicating meaning rather than the edition
skills. They should respond to the ideas expressed and not only to the
number of errors. |

11. The Ministry of Education should encourage the use of free-
reading.

12, Curriculum designers may take the free reading technique in to
consideration while designing text books, to encourage students to

practice writing composition.

Recommendations for Further Studies:

1. Further studies are needed to investigate the effect of free reading
on learners’ attitudes and achievement in English.
2. Further studies are needed to analyze and evaluate the use of free

reading to modify the behavior of slow learners in different classes.
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3. There is a need to study the effect of free reading activity on other

areas of language learning such as vocabulary, structure and reading
skill.

4. Studies are needed to investigate the effect of free reading on the

students’ writing composition in English in private schools.
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6. What did they do when they met again? -
7. Did you like the story? Why?

"8. Did the thief change?

9. Who can tell the whole story?

e et

..

I2

The carpenter said : * You fool, don't speak so loudly !
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Tales From The Arabian Nights

Name: School :

Date: Crade:

3K 3 6 6 5K 3 30 KK 3K B KK 3SR oK K KK K KR 30K 3K KoK kR K o oK K oK K KK K K Kk KK ok oK K
Questions ang activities

Question 1:

Put the beginning of each sentences with the right ending .

1. 7the king’s wife loved another man .  a) because she wanted to stop him-

killing any more girls .

2.7The king was lonely b) because :he did not want to be
left alone in the world
3. The Wazir was happy ¢) because he wanted to hear the
end of the story
4. Shahrazad said she would marry  d) so the king told the “ executioner
the king . to cut her head off
5 the Wazir did not want his doughter €) because he thought the king
to marry the king would be married again
6. The king told the executioner to f} so he told the Wazir to bring him
come back the next day a pretty girl.
3 s o obe ok ok ook ok sk ok e ok ook s ke ok skok ko ok sk de sk ok ok ok ke ko ok o ok ok ks ok ok ok o kol o ok ok ok ko o ket ok ok Kok
Question 2:

Choose the right words to say what this part of the story is about.
The Genie said his army (1) won a war against fwas beaten by king
Solomon. The king made him his (2)friend /prisoner, The Genie begged for
(3) his life/some gold. king solomon could see how (4) happy /sorry he
was .

Then the king told the Genie to (5)stand up /sit down . he told the
Genie to (6) obey /fight him . he said if the Genie did that they would be (7)
friends/enemies . the Genie said he was the (8) smallest /greatest
Genie in the world. He did not wont to be (9) friends with / a servant of
the king .

Then the king said some (10) magic / funny words . the Genie got
(11) fatter / smaller . the king put him in the bottle and closed it with (12)
his seal / some glue. he threw the bottle into the (13) river /sea.

s she o ke e sk e s ok ok v e s ok e ok sk ok s sk e sk sk ok sk ke sk ke s ke s ok sk sk ok sk ok ke i ok ok e ok ok e v sk o ok o ok o ok ok ok ke ok e ok -k ok ok ke

Question 3: _
Put the answer in the right places : use these words:

( wonderful / treasure [ gold / magic / closed /pieces fjewels [ coin

| silver [ cave)
Kassim's wife showed Kassim the gold . later , Ali Baba
told Kassim a bout the thieves and the . Kassim wanted all
the for him self . When Ali Baba went to the cave to get a
small bag of , Kassim followed him .
The next day Kassim went into the cave by him self .he
the door behind him. He wanted to look at all the
Gold and and . But when he wanted to get
out he could not remember the words . The robbers found
him in the cave . They killed him and cut his body into smal!
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The Golden Goose and OtherStories

Name: School :

Date: Grade:
AR KRR AR RN R R KRR R KRR R R KRR R R Rk R KRRk KRR R R KRRk

Questions and activitgles

QUESTION 1
FPut these 5entences in the right order The first one is done for you :

1.

2.

Little red riding — Hood went ta see her grandmother.

"‘

The. wolf said ,lets have a race.

3.

She sat on the bed ,and the wolf ate her up .

Little red riding ~hood came in .

He put on her clothes and got ihto bed .

He ate up poor old grandmother .

The wolf got to grandmothers house first .

She met a wolf in the forest .

SR A K AR R K K KR R KRR oK o ok K KRR K R K KRRk KKk R Kk oK

QUESTION %.:

Choose the right words to describe what happened when Geppetto
was making the puppet. -

When Geppetto painted the (1) ears/eyes of the puppet ,they moved . when
he stuck the (2) neck/nose on to the face, it grow as long as a (3) chair
Jtable leg . after that it started growing (4)smaller/bigger .in the end the
nose was about ten (5) metres/inches long . when the old man painted the
mouth , it began to shout and (6) cry /laugh. Then it stuck out its
(7)tongue [ teeth at him.

with my best wnshes
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1 JWS7 ptadt 23187 4 Sidak post ~hoc ) LYy « co-variance (ANCOVA)
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