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Abstract

This study elucidates the methodology employed by Sheikh Muhammad b. Salih al-
‘Uthaymin in prioritizing (tarjth) among seemingly conflicting Prophetic hadiths within
his work Fath Dhi al-Jalal wa’l-Ikram bi-Sharh Buliigh al-Maram. It achieves this
through a systematic and analytical examination that highlights his tools, criteria, and
modes of reasoning, alongside a comparative analysis of his approach relative to those

of several subsequent hadith scholars in their commentaries on Buliigh al-Maram.

The theoretical section commences with an introductory chapter that delineates the
scholarly profile of Ibn ‘Uthaymin and provides an overview of Bultigh al-Maram along
with its commentary. Subsequently, it explicates the concept of conflict among hadiths,
examines the methodologies employed by scholars to address such conflicts, and

discusses the indicators (qara’in) utilized by scholars to establish preference.

The applied section investigates the criteria employed by Sheikh Ibn “Uthaymin in
prioritizing among conflicting Prophetic reports. These criteria include the strength of
the chain of transmission, consistency with the broader textual context, prevalence and
scholarly consensus, robustness of indication and meaning, understanding of
chronological factors (including abrogating and abrogated texts), and alignment with
sound analogical reasoning. This study presents representative examples from his

commentary and critically examines his methodological approach for each criterion.

The study presents several findings, the most significant of which is that the strength of
the isnad consistently serves as the primary criterion for preference. However, once
authenticity is established, the author does not adhere to a rigid, fixed hierarchy of
indicators. Instead, a functional ordering is employed, prioritizing whichever factor most

effectively addresses the issue at hand—whether that be the strength of the indication,

B



conformity with the Qur’an and the Prophetic Sunnah, prevalence and practice,

chronology, or other relevant considerations.

The study further concludes that the indicators derived from al-Shafi‘T are effective in
resolving conflicts. The applications demonstrate that al-Shafi‘T’s reliance on these
indicators produces consistent preference judgments that are comparable across various
commentaries. Moreover, variations in the primary reference point following the isnad
account for the reordering of indicators among commentators and explain the divergence
of outcomes on certain issues. The researcher concludes the study by comparing Ibn
‘Uthaymin’s methodology with those of the two scholars, al-San‘ant and Nur al-Din ‘Itr,

as presented in their commentaries on Bultigh al-Maram.

Keywords: Ibn Uthaymin; tarjth (preference); conflicting hadiths; reconciliation of

hadiths; isnad criticism; Bultigh al-Maram



