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1- Mahdi et al. (2022): What to believe, whom to blame, and when to share:

exploring the fake news experience in the marketing context.
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2- Metzger et al. (2021): From Dark to Light: The Many Shades of Sharing
Misinformation Online.
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3- Adnan et al. (2021): Predictors of fake news sharing on social media
during covid-19 in south Asia: evidence from Pakistan .
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4- Baptista & Gradim (2020): Understanding Fake News Consumption: A

Review .
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5- Talwar et al. (2019): Why do people share fake news? Associations

between the dark side of social media use and fake news sharing

behavior.
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6- Pesonen (2018): The effects of fake news on consumer trust in social
media marketing.
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7- Verma et al. (2018): Demographic factors and trust in different news
sources.
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Abstract

This study aimed to uncover the determinants of fake news consumption among the
Palestinian public on "local" Telegram news networks during 7" October war. The
study employed a mixed-method approach to achieve this goal, based on Media
Dependency theory and the “Reception Acceptance- Sample” model. The study raised a
main question and several sub-questions to achieve the study's objectives. For data
collection, questionnaire and interviews were used. The questionnaire was applied on
(384) participants in the West Bank. The interviews were conducted with a purposive
sample (12 journalists) during the academic year 2024/2025.

The results demonstrated that the arithmetic means of the total scores for the
questionnaire achieved a high rating, which indicates a high determinant of Palestinian
public consumption to fake news on “local” Telegram news networks during the 7"
October war. Moreover, the statistical analysis revealed no significant differences at the
significance level (0=0.05) in the determinants of fake news consumption attributed to
the variables of age and job title. This was in contrast to the variables of gender,
educational qualifications, place of residence, and marital status, which revealed
statistically significant differences between their levels. The results, based on interviews
conducted by the researcher with journalists, also indicated that most of them agreed on
the high degree of Palestinian reliance on "local" Telegram news networks during the

October 7 War as a news source.

To meet their cognitive needs in times of crisis, journalists unanimously agreed that
these networks have a strong and direct effect on the perceptions, attitudes, and

behavior of the Palestinian public during the war. They also agreed that it is impossible
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to unanimously agree that "local™ Telegram networks are a neutral intermediary, as
many of these networks edit the news in a way that serves their personal interests. In
light of these findings, the study came out with these most notably recommendations:-
The need for Palestinian universities to offer a mandatory academic course on media
education for university students; this will strengthen students' political awareness and
build a conscious mindset that enables them distinguish false news from true ones; and
the establishment of specialized official networks that adopt a proactive media approach
to uncovering and directly refuting fake news used by politicized and partisan groups to
manipulate the target audience. It also recommended conducting future studies similar
to the current one, but with other variables not addressed in the study, to explore

multiple dimensions of the problem.

Keywords: Credibility Assessment, Blame Attribution, Attitudes, Sharing Motives,
Fake News, Telegram Networks, October 7 War.



