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Abstract

The main goal of this study is to highlight the various challenges that are
facing female employees in Palestinian municipalities: social, legal, and

administrative challenges.

The study also aimed to investigate the existence of discrimination based
on gender in recruitment system, as well as to check the causes of the

decline municipal female employees.

The study population is made up of (40) female working in Jenin
Governorate municipalities: the qualitative, historical, and descriptive
approaches were obtained in order to achieve the goals of the study and to
study the phenomenon as it is. In-depth interviews were adopted as a major
study tool for data gathering, as well as previous literature and

observations.

The study outlined various challenges facing women employed in
municipalities, the most important are legal and administrative challenges,
likewise the work environment within organizations were at the forefront
of other challenges outside. Also, there is a gender gap in the number of

employed women in municipalities compared with the number of men.

b



As turned out, the municipal council’s decision is affected by society’s
aspect and culture in the employment process, this creates a bias in favor of
males. Besides, the municipal council have hand in female’s employment
and classification decisions. Furthermore, women were absent from
superior positions. Also, there is job placement of females in the middle
category of jobs as well as men do not accept being headed by a woman,
and the intervention of municipal council members in their work creates

job dissatisfaction.

Likewise, it was also found that harassment against females in

municipalities ranks among the lowest of the challenges they face.

The study recommended that the ministry of local government should
engage the gender unit in increase employees and trainers staff and
adequate budgetary allocation, as well as it is indispensable to involve
gender in training courses and identify their needs for capacity building
programs on an ongoing basis, finally it is recommended that the municipal
development and loan fund must maintain some criteria for raising the
classification of local municipalities in proportion to the presence of

females in municipality itself and on-site supervision.

Keywords: municipalities, working women, local governance, challenges



