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ABSTRACT

The study discusses the process of military penal judgements in the Palestinian
legislation. This study is divided into two chapters. The First Chapter examines the
exhaustion of ordinary appeals concerning military penal judgments. Furthermore, the
Chapter considers all procedures related to submitting these requests to either the Chief

of the Security Forces Justice Commission (SFJC) or the courts-martial of diverse types.

On the other hand, the Second Chapter deals with the exhaustion of extraordinary
appeal and oversight means for the military penal judgments and furnishes Retrial as
one mean to do so; submission requirements; and special cases for retrial. Moreover, the
said Chapter addresses the endorsement of penal judgments issued by courts-martial,
whether endorsed by the President of the State of Palestine or the Chief of SFJC, along
with the powers vested in both said authorities, in addition to the problematic issues

related thereto.

The key goals of the study encompass explaining the nature of penal judgments issued
by courts-martial and identifying the means and procedures of appeal thereof; and

demonstrating the endorsement mechanism and its key issues.

The study applies the descriptive-analytic approach by furnishing legal texts associated
with reviewing the military penal judgments and the endorsement thereof by a higher
court pursuant to the PLO Revolutionary Penal Law of 1979.

The study concludes with many findings including that the appellant submits the
objection request to the SFJC Chief before the elapse of ten (10) days after the day of
being notified of the default judgment, and the decision of the Chief to dismiss the
request in form, shall be final and unappealable. Furthermore, the court of appeal is the

competent authority to process all appeals lodged and submitted thereto concerning the
b



rulings and decisions issued by the permanent court-martial, being a court of first level,
as well as the judgments issued by the special court-martial. These judgments are
subject to an endorsement system to become final. However, this endorsement system
highlights many issues, whether related to time and time limit that should be observed
by the endorsing authority; or the powers vested thereto which are general and

undefined.

Finally, the study presents several recommendations, most of which relate to amending
or reinstating some of the legal texts that are provided in the PLO Revolutionary Penal
Law of 1979 and pertinent to appealing the penal judgments issued by courts-martial in
accordance with the guarantees of the fair trial and administration of the criminal

justice.

Keywords: Military Penal Judgment; Courts-martial; Appeal; Appeal of military

judgment; Endorsement.



