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Ithe Uniform Trade Secrets Act (UTSA), published by the Uniform Law Commission (ULC) in 1979 and
amended in 1985, is a Uniform Act promulgated for adoption by states in the United States. ... Historically,
the law governing misappropriation of trade secrets developed separately in each state
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Abstract

The world's modern economies, based on innovative and creative knowledge, are
witnessing rapidly evolving development. Knowledge-based economy has become one
of its traits. This has led to more focus on and interest in intellectual property, legislative
and administrative, to guarantee legal protection of the outcomes of these modern

economies, thus achieving competitive advantages.

Against this background, this study sought to understand the role of intellectual property,
coupled with its legal regulations, strategies and administrative models, in achieving
transition of Palestine economy to knowledge- based economy. In addition, the study
sought to shed light on challenges and obstacles facing intellectual property to achieve
this transition. To these two ends, the researcher used the descriptive and analytical
approaches to understand Palestine intellectual property legislations which regulate
Trademarks Law No. 33 of 1952, and Inventions and Fees Privileges Law No. 22 of 1952.
This latter law regulates patents, international intellectual property agreements, as well as
relevant statistics and figures published by the Ministry of National Economy which is in

charge of managing and regulating intellectual property in Palestine.

For data collection, the researcher conducted interviews with law professors, intellectual
property experts as well as employees in trade and industry sectors: heads of chambers
of commerce and industry, business people assiciations and business men forums to
discuss the state of intellectual property in Palestine from legal and commercial

perspectives.

After data analysis, the researcher first found that the Palestinian legislative environment,
regulating intellectual property laws, is relatively healthy. However, there is a need for

introduction of amendments to these laws to keep them abreast of technological advances.



There is also a need for a strict implementation of these laws to allow optimal benefit.
Second, pertaining to international intellectual property agreements, the status of
Palestine is not tied to its having an observer status member in the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO). This could be a legal exit for Palestine legislative
authorities to apply for membership or approval by WIPO’s Director-General in
accordance with Article 5 for membership. Palestine can be considered a member in this
organization and a signatory of its agreements because it is a member in one of the United
Nations' organizations: UNESCO. Third, the researcher has found absence of intellectual
property terms in Palestine. The only terms used are trademarks and patents. This is
attributed to the poor educational and cultural structures supporting intellectual property.
Therefore, there is a need to make serious efforts to strengthen these structures and foster

concepts of innovation and creativity.

The researcher believes that though the current state of intellectual property in Palestine
seems to be weak, it has the potentials to achieve a qualitative leap towards knowledge-
based economy. To that end, legislations have to be adapted. This would make Palestine
economy knowledge-based. In addition, there is need to adopt and use models and
administrative strategies, regulating intellectual property, to exploit Palestine knowledge
out- comes to become goods and services, based on modern knowledge, and to be legally
protected. All these changes combined would make Palestine have a niche in global

competition and belong to the club of knowledge economies.

Keywords: Human capital; knowledge-based economy; Intellectual property; Innovation
and creativity; Intellectual property strategies, Intellectual property administrative

models.



