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In moving forward on this debate about how the U.S. " —: s Lol jaill (Gl g 5N o sal) !
government should define the word “terrorism,” perhaps the FBI and CIA definitions should be
compared. Also, it could be useful to identify some of the horrific and violent events in the last
50 years and match them up with these definitions. In doing so, there are two factors to consider:
1) The motivation of the violent act. 2) Who perpetrates the violence and how does this inform
if it is terror whether conducted by governments, organizations, individuals, citizens or foreign

. " nationals
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( This measure has not been amended since it was passed by the Senate on May 17, 2016.
The summary of that version is repeated here ) .
Justice Against Sponsors of Terrorism Act
(Sec. 3) This bill amends the federal judicial code to narrow the scope of foreign sovereign
immunity (i.e., a foreign state's immunity from the jurisdiction of U.S. courts ) .
Specifically, it authorizes federal court jurisdiction over a civil claim against a foreign state for
physical injury to a person or property or death that occurs inside the United States as a result
of : (1) an act of international terrorism, and (2) a tort committed anywhere by an official, agent,
or employee of a foreign state acting within the scope of employment.
International terrorism does not include an act of war. Federal court jurisdiction does not extend
to a tort claim based on an omission or an act that is merely negligent.
A U.S. national may file a civil action against a foreign state for physical injury, death, or damage
as a result of an act of international terrorism committed by a designated terrorist organization.
(Sec. 4) The bill amends the federal criminal code to impose civil liability on a person who
conspires to commit or aids and abets (by knowingly providing substantial assistance) an act of
international terrorism committed, planned, or authorized by a designated terrorist organization.
( Sec. 5) It establishes exclusive federal court jurisdiction over civil claims under this bill.
It authorizes the Department of Justice (DOJ) to intervene in civil proceedings to seek a stay. A
court may grant the stay if the Department of State certifies that the United States is engaged
in good—faith discussions with the foreign state to resolve the civil claims.
(Sec. 7) This bill's amendments apply to a civil claim: (1) pending on or commenced on or after
enactment; and (2) arising out of an injury to a person, property, or business on or after
September 11, 2001.
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! ‘?Jmizf\ w=il " 1.—(1) In this Act “terrorism™ means the use or threat of action Where :

(@) the action falls within subsection (2),(b) the use or threat is designed to influence the
government or to intimidate the public or a section of the public, and (c) the use or threat is
made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious or ideological cause. (2) Action falls
within this subsection if it— (a) involves serious violence against a person, (b) involves serious
damage to property, (c) endangers a person’s life, other than that of the person committing the
action, (d) creates a serious risk to the health or safety of the public or a section of the pubilic,
or (e) is designed seriously to interfere with or seriously to disrupt an electronic system. (3) The
use or threat of action falling within subsection (2) which involves the use of firearms or
explosives is terrorism whether or not subsection (1)(b) is satisfied. (4) In this section— (a)
“action” includes action outside the United Kingdom, (b) a reference to any person or to property
is a reference to any person, or to property, wherever situated, (c) a reference to the public
includes a reference to the public of a country other than the United Kingdom, and (d) “the
government” means the government of the United Kingdom, of a Part of the United Kingdom or
of a country other than the United Kingdom " .
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