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Abstract

Development planners require future estimates about households and housing
units in order to create appropriate strategies for short-term and long-term services in
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line with the size and need of the Palestinian society. There are several projection
methods for households and housing units, however, internationally applied housing
units projection methods cannot be applied to the Palestinian Territory in the present
time due to lack of necessary data. Households’ projections have been used to identify
the number of housing units, which the Palestinian Territory will need in the coming
years. In this study a future estimates concerning the number of households and
housing units based on several methods of projection: such as head of households rate
method and average of household size method. According to estimates, the number of
housing units of the Palestinian Territory will rise from 460,418 in 1997 to 752,875 in
2005 with an increasing rate of 63.5%. Estimates also show that the number of housing
units of the Palestinian Territory of 2010 will be 973,761 including 650,804 in the West
Bank and 322,957 in Gaza Strip. In the light of the above mentioned results concerning
housing projections, it is possible to say that the head of households rate method is the
closest to reality, especially that such method has been used by a number of countries
and recommended by the United Nations. The head of households rate method is also
applicable to many countries including those with insufficiently developed statistics and
methods of analysis. The average of household size method, which assumes a drop by
0.05 annually, showed close results to those of the internationally recommended head of
households rate method.
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