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Imagine how many people become homeless 7
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Abstract

This thesis sought to examine the role of Palestinian influencers in framing political
activism on Instagram during the Gaza War (2023-2025), as well as to assess how
students at An-Najah National University and the Arab American University perceive

this role.

Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, the research utilized content analysis
of a purposive sample of influencers' posts alongside a survey administered to a
convenience sample of students. The theoretical framework was grounded in Framing

Theory and Uses and Gratifications Theory.

The content analysis revealed that influencers predominantly employed "Human-
Interest" and "Conflict" frames, with a strong reliance on emotional appeals (Pathos)
accounting for 62.8%, as exemplified by the case study of Saleh Al-Jafarawi. Statistical
data were notably underutilized in favor of affective discourse. Audience-related
findings indicated that students exhibited higher engagement with real-time visual
content (Stories), which achieved a mean score of 4.20, compared to lower engagement
with in-depth analytical content, which scored a mean of 3.04. Additionally, the study
found that influencers effectively enhanced students' awareness (M = 3.81) and fostered
a sense of national belonging (M = 4.00). Concerning the hypotheses, results indicated
that the frequency of daily follow-up was the primary determinant of the depth of
influence, surpassing demographic factors. These findings suggest a transformation in
the role of influencers toward "Digital Leadership," which played a significant role in

consolidating national consciousness during the war.

Keywords: Palestinian influencers, Instagram, political activism, Framing Theory,

Gaza War, digital leadership



