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Abstract

The study reviewed the city of Gaza in the books of Muslim geographers
and travelers until the end of the thirteenth century AH / nineteenth century
AD. The first chapter dealt with a study of the sources of the Muslim
travelers on whom the study was based mainly. The researcher showed,
through a table, information about the names of the travelers, the country or
the city, The address of the travellers, the date of death from the third
century (the ninth century AD) until the end of the century (the thirteenth
AH / eighteenth and nineteenth centuries AD).The number of trips reached
54, from various regions such as the Levant, the Maghreb, Egypt and
others. Ibn Khordadbeh was the first traveler who described Gaza fully in

his book (The Paths and Kingdoms).

The second chapter was devoted to research in the geography of historic
Gaza and its strategic location, which formed a link between Egypt on the
one hand and the Levant on the other side. The researcher showed its name,
its fixed borders which located between the edge of the Negev desert, and
Sinai in the east, and the eastern coast of the Rumi Sea (currently the
Mediterranean) in the west, and its unstable boundaries borders, which
included villages that were belonging to Gaza. The researcher pointed out

the diversity of Gaza’s topography as a result of its location between the
b



Mediterranean Sea and the western slopes of the heights of Jerusalem and
Hebron to the east within the coastal plain region and its moderate climate
as a result of its location within the Mediterranean climate region, its fertile
soil suitable for agriculture and the diversity of agricultural crops. In
addition to the availability of springs, groundwater, valleys, and rainwater
collection in wells, as it is a primary source of water. The researcher also
presented the area of Gaza and its neighborhoods, religious groups and the

relationship between them.

The third chapter dealt with the urban aspects, where the researcher
classified them into two parts: military fortifications and other public
facilities, as the fortifications included castles and walls. The fortifications
included castles and walls, while the facilities were at the forefront of
mosques, the most famous of which was the Great Omari Mosque. The
researcher also shed light on the shrines, corners, Bimaristan, schools and

ports.

In the fourth chapter, the researcher dealt with the social and economic life
in Gaza, where the social aspects included talking about the most
prominent customs and traditions that the residents of the city were famous
for, including: visiting the sick, lighting mosques with lamps, and believing
in superstitious beliefs. The talk also touched on the clothes of the people
of the city, which differed according to religion, social level, professions,
Islamic holidays, celebrations and weddings, and the participation of

women in public life. As for the economic aspect, it included mentioning



agriculture. And the most important industries represented by the textile,
food, wood and pottery industries. The commercial activity and its
prosperity factors were also discussed, and the commercial skill enjoyed by
Gaza merchants, and the types of trade represented by internal trade in
foreign trade, Cairo, Damascus, Karak, the railway and its impact on the

prosperity of commercial activity. Exports and imports in the city were

mentioned in addition to clarifying the overrun.



