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Abstract

This study is aimed to examine the phenomenon of political violence
from the perspective of the effect of media outlets. The research
particularly focuses on the transition period between the collapse of the
incumbent regime and the formation of a new one following an upheaval.
Media outlets have become a major player in the political changes that
swept the Arab World in the last 6 years, and thus contributed to the use of

violence in many ways.

The main question this study addresses is that how and in which
ways media outlets contributed to the rise of political violence in Egypt

after 2011 upheaval?

To answer this question, we claim that there exists an affiliation and
correlation between the role media outlets played in the Egyptian upheaval,
and the increase of political violence since the ousting of Mubark to the
taking over of power by Gen. Sisi. To examine this hypothesis, the study
relies on the content analysis method in order to screen selected media
outlets through particular shows and programs. This method is one of the

most useful in media studies through which we selected the following



media programs: BBC’s “Mumkin”; Al-Mashad show of Nile News

Channel; and the show of Al-Rahma Channel called “Homoum An-Nas”.

The study draws on the theories of “Agenda Setting” and “Framing”
as the main analytical tools to identify the role of media outlets in shaping
and changing Egyptians’ public opinion pertaining to the political transition
and violence. Through close investigation of political violence in different
junctures of the transition period, the study concluded that Egyptian media
outlets have shown a high level of interest in political issues, especially
those related to political change and political violence. Social issues came
in the second place, whereas religion comes third. Furthermore, the
research shows that these outlets introduced a pattern of “unorganized”
political violence to their viewers. They often presented reiteratively scenes
of destruction and violence, and heavily relied on “framing” that
contributed to the increase of political violence through language,

instigation, and divisive messages.



