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Community-based learning (CBL) is the broad set of
teaching/learning strategies that enable youth and
adults to gain knowledge from any segment of the
community. It may also be defined as experiential
learning where students and faculty collaborate with
communities to address problems and issues.
Simultaneously both are gaining knowledge and
skills and advancing personal development. There is
an equal emphasis on helping communities and
providing valid learning experience to students. CBL
teaching can be sub divided into three broad
categories:
1. Direct service: Placing students in direct contact
with people
2. Indirect service: Engaging students in
performing service by providing goods to a
aeedy cause -
3. Civic action or advocacy: Addressing the cause
of a social issue

The central characteristics of CBL may be

summarized as follows:

e Emphasis on different ways of understanding

e Value of human experience as a source of
learning

e Requirement for reflective thinking to transform
experience into learning

*  Ethical foundation that stresses citizenship to
community, profession and the large public
interest.

The panel will explore and address issues related to
the above and thus generate a broader discussion
related to the derived benefits of CBL teaching.
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